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Introduction  
Last week we looked at what does it meant to be Co- 
Missioned. 
God chose us to: 
1. Partner Him & finish His work on earth (Gen 12:1) 
2. Proclaim the good news 
3. God has a mission and this mission needs a church 
4. God has called us into a life of S, S and S. 
 
There are such things as Divine Appointments. People 
who believe in God always believe that nothing happens by chance. 
Everything is the result of some Divine Appointment. 
Physical comfort is a by-product of what God has given us. 
 
Luke 24:44-49 NKJV 
Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms concerning Me.”  And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the 
Scriptures. Then He said to them, “Thus it is written,  and thus it was necessary for the Christ 
to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,   and that repentance and  remission of sins 
should be preached in His name  to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.   And  you are 
witnesses of these things.  Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the 
city  of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high. 
 
Isa 61:1-2 
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for 
the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,[a] 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s 
favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 
 

What is the Church? 

The church is: 

 a Sign of the reign of God. 

 a Sign that points the way. 

 a Sign in God's Hand that shows the way to heaven. 

 

What are the hallmarks of God's reign? 
God's Divine Will being done.. 
It's only when people can see that God's Will is done in our midst that they 
can see God reigning in our church. 
 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2061:1-2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18845a
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What is God’s Divine Will? 
Living out our lives in agreement with God’s Word. 
 
The 2 levels of this agreement are: 
Individual agreement with the Will of God. 
Corporate agreement with God & His Will. 
 
In Luke (3:8, 5:32. 15:7, 24:47), repentance for the forgiveness of sins is the central theme. 
8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. 
 
32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
 
7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 
 
47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 
 
Repentance marks the public ministry of Jesus. 
 
1. What is repentance? 
 

Charles Spurgeon defines repentance as a discovery of the evil of sin, a  
mourning that we have committed it, a resolution to forsake it. It is, in fact, 
a change of mind of a very deep and practical character, which makes the 
man love what once he hated, and hate what once he loved. 
 

JL Packer defines repentance as turning from as much as you know of 
your sin to give as much as you know of yourself to as much as you know 
of your God, and as our knowledge grows at these three points so our 
practice of repentance has to be enlarged. 
 

John Piper defines repentance as experiencing a change of mind that now 
sees God as true and beautiful and worthy of all our praise and all our 
obedience. 
 
As we get to know more about God & ourselves. Repentance becomes possible... 
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Repentance is derived from the Greek work metanoeo, a combination of 2 Greek words; Meta 
& Noeo 
Meta: come alongside, with, around, after… 
Noeo: to notice, perceive, to direct one’s mind/thoughts to… 
 

Combined, Metanoeo literally means a change of mind/thoughts derived 
from the realization that the earlier views were foolish, incorrect or 
improper; a very apt definition for repentance! 
 
Repentance is not just behavioral change; it is dealing with our hearts & minds; it’s coming 
onto the same page as God. 
 
Luk 3:8-11 
8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 

11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and 
anyone who has food should do the same.” 

Repentance means we will bear fruit; people around us will experience a change in & through 
us. If they don't, then we are not truly repentant. 
 
2. Why do we need repentance? 
 
Luk 5:32 
32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
 
Jesus has come to call everybody into repentance. Everybody has sinned & needs 
repentance. 
 
Luk 15:18 
18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. 
 
The prodigal son recognised that he had not just sinned against his natural father; but against 
his heavenly Father as well. 
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What is the forgiveness of sins? 
 
Mark 1:15 
15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news!” 
 
Luk 24:46-47 
46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the 
third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
 
Heb 9:22 
22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 
 
All things are cleansed with blood. Without the shedding of blood, there is no 
forgiveness...Jesus has suffered for us & His suffering has cleansed us of our sins. 
 

Conclusion 
God has commissioned us to be a member of the church; as sign of the 
reign of God & not like the world around us. 
 
We are to: 
Individually, submit completely to the reign of God. 
 
As a congregation, receive the commission as a church, to be sign of the 
reign of God. 
 


