
Luke: The Church as Sign of  the Reign of  God
Lk 24:44-49; Isa 61:1-2



Sermon Outline


Recap - Co-missioned by God

Introduction - The Church is called as Sign of the reign of 
God

What are the hallmarks of God's reign? - 

• God's divine will being done

• Living a life of Repentance is living in God's divine will 
Lk 24:47

  Conclusion



Recap - What does it mean to be Co-Missioned?
God has Chosen and appointed Christians to 
partner i.e. CO-MISSIONED

1.  To finish His work on Earth Gen 12:1

2.  To proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.

3.  God has a mission and God’s mission needs 
a church

4.  God has called us to a life of Service, 
Suffering and Sacrifice now in action.



Introduction



The Church is called as Sign of the reign of God

A sign points the way....

A sign in God's hand shows the way to heaven



Discussion Time



From Isa 61:1-2 

1The spirit of the sovereign Lord is upon me, 
because the Lord has chosen me.  He has 
commissioned me to encourage the poor, to help 
the brokenhearted, to decree the release of 
captives, and the freeing of prisoners,

2 to announce the year when the Lord will show his 
favor, the day when our God will seek vengeance, to 
console all who mourn, (NET)



From Isa 61:1-2 

Who is Jesus?  What does his ministry involve?  

Consider those to whom the good news is 
addressed in Isa 61:1-2.  Who are those persons 
and what are those situations present today?

Who are the outcast in our society today?  What 
message should SKMC give to them?  What 
“good news”, if any, is being proclaimed to them? 



From Isa 61:1-2 

Who is Jesus?  What does his ministry involve?  

• Chosen one

• Commissioned one



From Isa 61:1-2 
Consider those to whom the good news is addressed in Isa 61:1-2.  
Who are those persons and what are those situations present 
today?

Isa 60 is addressed to God's people - Jews 

encourage the POOR, 

to help the BROKENHEARTED, 

to decree the release of CAPTIVES, and 

the freeing of PRISONERS,

2 to announce the year when the Lord will show his favor, the day 
when our God will seek vengeance, to console all who MOURN, 
(NET)



From Isa 61:1-2 

Who are the outcast in our society today?  What 
message should SKMC give to them?  What 
“good news”, if any, is being proclaimed to them? 



From Luke 24:44-49
Jesus Last commission

 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you, that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds so 
they could understand the scriptures, (Luke 24:45 NET)46 
and said to them, “Thus it stands written that the Christ 
would suffer and would rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And 
look, I am sending you what my Father promised. But stay 
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.” (Luke 24:44, 46-49 NET)



From Luke 24:44-49

Jesus Last commission

 The reign of God calls for a surrender to God’s 
will and standard.  What is the sign of the reign 
of God in Lk 24:47? 

47 and REPENTANCE for the forgiveness of sins 
would be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 



From Luke 24:44-49

Jesus Last commission

How would you like to see yourself, being part of 
SKMC, preach repentance for forgiveness of 
sins in Jesus name?



From Luke 24:44-49

Jesus Last commission

If Luke’s model of mission – sign of the reign of 
God - was adopted by your church, what would 
be different in its life and in its actions?



Sermon...



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?



• God's Divine Will being done

• Living a life of Repentance is living in God's 
divine will Lk 24:47



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• What is God's Divine Will?

• It is living out our lives i.e. thinking, acting, 
feeling,  in agreement with the Word of God 

• 2 levels:

•  individual agreement with God and His will 

• Together agreement with God and His will



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• "Repentance for the forgiveness of sins" is a 
major theme for Luke.

• Lk 3:8; 

• Lk 5:32; 

• Lk 15:7; 

• Lk 24:47



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

Repentance marks the public ministry of Jesus

Matt 4:17; Mk 1:14b-15;

• "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of 
God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news!" (NIV)

Luke 5:32

• I have not come to call the righteous but 
sinners to repentance." (NASB)



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• What is repentance?

Charles Spurgeon writes:


Repentance is a discovery of the evil of sin, a 
mourning that we have committed it, a resolution to 

forsake it. It is, in fact, a change of mind of a very 
deep and practical character, which makes the man 

love what once he hated, and hate what once he 
loved.



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• What is repentance?

J. I. Packer writes:
Repentance means turning from as much as you 
know of your sin to give as much as you know of 

yourself to as much as you know of your God, and as 
our knowledge grows at these three points so our 

practice of repentance has to be enlarged.



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• What is repentance?

John Piper writes:
Repenting means experiencing a change of mind that 
now sees God as true and beautiful and worthy of all 

our praise and all our obedience.

John Piper, www.desiringgod.org



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• Repent is "metanoeo" 

• "To change one's life, based on complete change 
of attitude and thought concerning sin and 
righteousness" Strong's concordance

• "noeo" refers to the mind, its thoughts, 
perception, dispositions and purposes.



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• Not just behavioral changes BUT 

• HEART and HANDS



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?
Repentance marks the public ministry of Jesus

8 Therefore bear fruits in keeping with repentance, and 
do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham for 
our father,' for I say to you that from these stones God 
is able to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Indeed the axe is 
already laid at the root of the trees; so every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 10 And the crowds 
were questioning him, saying, "Then what shall we do?" 11 And 
he would answer and say to them, "The man who has 
two tunics is to share with him who has none; and he 
who has food is to do likewise." 

(Luke 3:8-11 NASB)



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• Why do we need repentance?

• I have not come to call the righteous but sinners 
to repentance." (Luke 5:32 NASB) - not some but 
all

• I will get up and go to my father, and will say to 
him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in 
your sight; (Luke 15:18 NASB) - not just against 
man but against God 



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• What is repentance?

John Piper writes:
Repenting means experiencing a change of mind that 
now sees God as true and beautiful and worthy of all 

our praise and all our obedience.

John Piper, www.desiringgod.org



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?

• What is forgiveness of Sins?

• and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 
(Mark 1:15 NASB)

• Lk 24:46-47and He said to them, "Thus it is written, 
that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the 
dead the third day, and that repentance for 
forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name 
to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. (NASB)



What are the hallmarks of  God's reign?
• What is forgiveness of Sins?

• Lk 24:46-47and He said to them, "Thus it is 
written, that the Christ would suffer and rise 
again from the dead the third day, and that 
repentance for forgiveness of sins would be 
proclaimed in His name to all the nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. (NASB)

• And according to the Law,  one may  almost  say,  
all things are cleansed with blood, and without 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 
(Hebrews 9:22 NASB)



Forgiven once for all...



Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things 
in the heavens to be cleansed with these, but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 
these. For Christ did not enter a holy place made with 
hands, a  mere  copy of the true one, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; nor 
was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high 
priest enters the holy place year by year with blood 
that is not his own. (Hebrews 9:23-25 NASB)



Forgiven once for all...



Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since 
the foundation of the world; but now once at the 
consummation of the ages He has been manifested to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And inasmuch 
as it is appointed for men to die once and after this  
comes  judgment, so Christ also, having been offered 
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time 
for salvation without  reference to  sin, to those who 
eagerly await Him. (Hebrews 9:26-28 NASB)



Conclusion

God has Co-Missioned you to be a member of the 
church, as sign of the reign of God and not to be 
like the world around us.

Individually to submit completely to the reign of 
God

Congregation to recieve the commission as a 
church, to be sign of the reign of God.


