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Introduction 
This week, we look at what identifies a disciple of Jesus. 
What is the mark of a disciple? 
 
John 15:18-19 
18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world. That is why the world hates you.  

 

A mark of a disciple is being Chosen. 
 

The Greek word for the world is Kosmou; directly translated as system, 
values & worldview. 
In the New Testament Greek Lexicon, Kosmou is defined as world affairs, 
the aggregate of things earthly; the whole circle of earthly goods, 
endowments riches, advantages, pleasures, etc, which although hollow 
and frail and fleeting, stir desire, seduce from God and are obstacles to the 
cause of Christ. 
 

The people of God are asked to live their lives differently. They tend to live by the 
untransformed values of the world system. We find it easy to tune to this world 
system because it's temporal & we see lives as a temporal thing with a limited 
timeframe. 
 
The values of the world deteriorate because it doesn't recognise the values of an 
everlasting God. When the world sees God's people as those with a different set 
of values, the world becomes unhappy with us & often cannot accept us. 
 
John 15:18-16:15 NKJV 
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.   If you were of the 
world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out 
of the world, therefore the world hates you.   Remember the word that I said to you, „A servant 
is not greater than his master.‟ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.  If they kept 
My word, they will keep yours also.   But all these things they will do to you for My name‟s 
sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me.   If I had not come and spoken to them, 
they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.   He who hates Me hates 
My Father also.   If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would 
have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father.   But this 
happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, „They hated Me without a 
cause.‟  “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.   And you also will bear witness, 
because you have been with Me from the beginning. 



Sermon 8th July 2012: The Missional Call of God's People in John           
Disciples Participate in the work of the Holy Spirit 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 2 of 5 

 

John 16:1-15 NKJV 
“These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble.   They will put 
you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he 
offers God service.   And these things they will do to you because they have not known the 
Father nor Me.   But these things I have told you, that when the time comes, you may 
remember that I told you of them.  “And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, 
because I was with you.  “But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 
„Where are You going?‟   But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
heart.   Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.   And when He 
has  come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:   of sin, 
because they do not believe in Me;   of righteousness,  because I go to My Father and you see 
Me no more;   of judgment, because  the ruler of this world is judged.  “I still have many things 
to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.   However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has 
come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 
He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.   He will glorify Me, for He will take 
of what is Mine and declare it to you.   All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said 
that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. 
 
How then, can we become true people of God & recognise these differences? 
 
1. We are the Chosen people of God 

The chosen people of God must take note of the following 3 pointers: 
 
1.1 Jesus is Different from the world 

John 8:21-23 
21 Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, and 
you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.” 22 This made the Jews 
ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, „Where I go, you cannot come‟?” 
23 But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; 
I am not of this world.  

Here, Jesus is not saying we belong to a different social class, but as His 
disciples, we, like Him are different from the world; He is the son of God. 
 

1.2 Jesus' disciples are Chosen. They did not 'volunteer'.  
 
John 15:16 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 
bear fruit —fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will 
give you.  
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We are NOT volunteers. We are the chosen people of God. 
 
The difference lies in the fact that volunteers can decide what they want to do & 
when they want to do it. With this premise in mind, then volunteers can quit from 
their duties anytime they like; very bad! 
The church on the other hand is not a volunteer organisation. It is a body of 
people Chosen/handpicked to do certain things pre-dertermined by God. 

1.3 Jesus' disciples will experience a Similar lifestye as Him 
 
John 15:20 
20 Remember what I told you: „A servant is not greater than his master.‟[a] If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they 
will obey yours also. 

Disciples of Jesus will endure the same suffering/persecution as Jesus & 
likewise, also enjoy the same breakthroughs/victories as Him. 
Life cannot be lived out like we have a religion, but it must become a lifestyle 
based on that of our Supreme Teacher, Jesus. 

 
 
2. A Mark of a disciple is participating in the testifying work of the Holy Spirit 

 
John 15:26-27 
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father —the Spirit of 
truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must 
testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.  
 
A true disciple is a living testimony to the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 
What is this idea of Testifying all about? 

 
2.1 Verbal Testimony 

 
Matt 10:17-20 
17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged 
in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and 
kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do 
not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to 
say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. 
 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015:20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26720a
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Testifying = Giving evidence as a witness in a court of law (concise Oxford 
Dictionary) 
 
This speaks of testimonials done verbally. 
In the olden days, verbal admission or testimonial of their belief will turn believers 
into lion-meals. 
Even today, God's people hesitate when it comes to testifying their faith in God. 

2.2 To serve as a Living Proof of something 
 
2 Cor 3:2-6 
2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by 
everyone. 3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, 
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but 
on tablets of human hearts. 4 Such confidence we have through Christ before 
God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, 
but our competence comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers 
of a new covenant —not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the 
Spirit gives life.  

Testifying (in this context) = serve as evidence or proof of something 
(concise Oxford Dictionary) 
 
This tells us that we are the living epistles or letters of God. We are walking 
tablets of God. 
 

                            People See God through us! 
 

We Must live our lives so that people will see the evidence of God's existence in  
and through US! 
We are to speak & live in the same way as the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
3. The 3rd mark of the disciple is that we will NOT fall away 

 
John 16:1 
16 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 
 
John 15:16 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 
bear fruit —fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will 
give you.  

 
How can we not fall away in Christ? 
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We don’t fall away in Christ because we bear the fruit that will last for all eternity. 
This now really depends on us as much as it depends on God.  
We must make sure that whatever we labour to do; as long as we do the things 
appointed to us by God, we’ll bear fruit & this fruit will remain with us for our entire 
lifetimes, until we meet Christ! The result is that we will not fall away from God! 

 
 

Conclusions 
i. We are Chosen to live a different system; a Father-Son relationship 
 'system'; a Disciple.  
 
ii. We are to speak & live in the same way as the Holy Spirit.  
 
iii. We are asked to bear fruit from Now till we meet Jesus.  

 


