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Introduction 
Last week, we looked at how Jesus fulfilled all the Father had planned for Him in 
His life of obedience to God. He functioned out of the security of His identity in 
God. 
 
Likewise, the disciple of Jesus must live within the security of the identity of 
Christ in him. This security must be one that can last for all eternity. 
 
We need a common identity to share a common vision. If this does not happen, 
we will each have our own agenda & missions. We only have 1 lifetime to fulfill 
our spiritual endeavours, so an urgency exists here for us to train in 
righteousness in preparation for this clarity, renewing our minds & changing our 
spirit in order to carry out the works & purposes destined to us. To do this, we 
need to come back to the security of the One that has been tested & proven to 
be true. 
 

Mark 10:17-31 NIV 
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 
teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 “Why do you call me good?” 
Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You 
shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false 
testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’[a]” 20 “Teacher,” he declared, 
“all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you 
lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he 
had great wealth. 23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich 
to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said 
again, “Children, how hard it is[b] to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 The 
disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus 
looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible 
with God.” 28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!” 29 “Truly I tell you,” 
Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children 
or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present 
age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in 
the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  
 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010:17-31%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24608a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010:17-31%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24613b
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How do we as Christians develop the security that comes with being the disciples of Jesus? 
 
1. Prestige 
Defined as having status or reputation achieved through success, influence, wealth.... 
(Mark 10:20, 20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”) 
 
Jesus is asking us to live in God's power, not out of the prestige we acquire through our own 
efforts & positions. 
 
People in church get angry because they don't get recognition for what they did; they are not 
rewarded for what they did. Nobody remembers them for their contributions. Everybody is 
driven by recognition. 
 
The correct security is living in the reputation/prestige of One who through suffering overcame 
all. 
Mark 10:42-44 NIV 
42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with 
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and 
whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 
 
Jesus should be our role model of servant leadership. 
 
2. Power 
Defined as the ability or capacity to perform or act effectively; a person, group, or 
nation having great influence or control over others. 
 
Luke 18:18 NIV 
18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
 
The correct security is living in the power of the One who served all in need. 
This is not someone who lives to make others DO THINGS, but one who is willing to come 
down to the level of the people & serve. This speaks of sacrifice; giving up good things in life to 
do the things of God. 
 

We cannot function without power, but this power MUST be put in the right 
place! 

 
William Wilberforce in the movie 'Amazing Grace' is depicted as the British politician who was 
instrumental in abolishing slave trading from the late 1700’s to the early 1800’s. It took him 18 
years to have someone listen to him seriously & he persisted with a campaign that lasted 52 
years before the Slavery Abolition Act was implemented in most of the British Empire; just 3 
days before William Wilberforce himself died! 
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Here indeed was a man who had influence & power to move people; but this only came 
because he had God with him. William Wilberforce had a God encounter in 1785 & this really 
was a turning point in his life! His power didn't come with position, but it was caught because 
he recognised his identity in Christ. He stood for God's cause for him & he stood firm in his 
fight; one that lasted till the day he died! 
 
3. Possession 
Defined as something owned or possessed; wealth or property. 
 
Mark 10:22 NIV 
22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
 
The rich man mentioned in this verse trusted his possessions. His security was based upon his 
wealth. 
 
The stark reality is that there is no security in wealth because wealth requires a system to work 
within & stabilise. This system is unpredictable at best, & subject to numerous sources of 
variations & parameters; so wealth is not a good anchor in life. 
 
Jim Elliot was 1 of 5 Evangelical Christian missionaries who were killed on 8th January, 1956, 
by the Auca natives from the rainforests of Ecuador; the very people he tried so hard to bring 
Christianity to! Their deaths (they were speared to death by a group of native warriors) 
galvanized a concerted missionary effort in the United States & an outpouring of funds from all 
over the world for the cause! Several years later, Jim’s widow, Elisabeth, & the sister of Jim’s 
pilot Nate Saint (who was 1 of the 5 killed that day) returned to Ecuador to finish what Jim 
originally set out to do, living amongst the Auca natives, a few of whom were responsible for 
killing their loved ones. This eventually led to the conversion of many of these natives! 
 
Eccl 2:11 NIV 
11 Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done, and what I had toiled to achieve, 
everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun. 
 
If we have enough guts to break new ground, go into a place, caught by a vision of God; no 
money to be made & no gain to be realised in terms of property etc, we NEED to recognise 
that our security is indeed in what our Master has bestowed into our lives. 
 
The correct security of Jesus' Disciple is living in the possession of One who gave up 
everything to receive all. 
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Conclusion 
What then is the issue? 
What do we need to deal with/recognise in order to live in the security of discipleship in 
Jesus? 
 

1. Deception: I can do it! I can move others since others can do it too! 

 

2. Unwillingness to follow Christ: Do I really have to? 

 

3. Lack of vision: What is God's Plan? 

 

4. Orphan Identity: I have no father so I can decide for myself what I want to do... 

 

5. An Erroneous understanding of grace: I can do anything I want. 

 
 

A disciple of God follows Jesus to reap eternity today. 
The call is to Trust & obey…& to step out in faith... 

Don't give up on God! 
 

Phil 3:8 NASB 
8 More than that, I count all things to be loss [a]in view of the surpassing value of [b] knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, [c]for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ,) 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%203:8%20&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29430a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%203:8%20&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29430b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%203:8%20&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29430c

