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Introduction 
Last week we looked at a personal conviction of being a child of God & parted 
with the following conclusion: 
An anointing based on the beginning, leading to an abiding in Christ, resulting in 
a concluding Conviction that we are God's child. 
A Personal Conviction is brought only through the Holy Spirit. 
 
This week, we look at another aspect of what it means to be with God. 
 
Context (of this week’s sermon): 

…Fellowship with God (Father) 
1 John 1:5-10: 5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; 
in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[a] sin. 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word 
is not in us.  

…Walking with God (Jesus) 
1 John 2:1-6: 2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Whoever says, “I know 
him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if 
anyone obeys his word, love for God[a] is truly made complete in them. This is how we know 
we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.  

…Convicted by God (Holy Spirit) 
1 John 2:7-29: 7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you 
have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 8 Yet I am 
writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness is 
passing and the true light is already shining. 9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a 
brother or sister[a] is still in the darkness. 10 Anyone who loves their brother and sister[b] lives in 
the light, and there is nothing in them to make them stumble. 11 But anyone who hates a 
brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know where 
they are going, because the darkness has blinded them.  

12 I am writing to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of his 
name.  
13 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to 
you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%201:5-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30548a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202:1-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30556a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202:7-29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30560a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202:7-29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30561b
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14 I write to you, dear children,     because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because 
you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, 
and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 15 Do not love the world 
or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father[c] is not in them. 16 For 
everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes 
not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever 
does the will of God lives forever.18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard 
that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is 
the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had 
belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them 
belonged to us. 20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the 
truth.[d] 21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it 
and because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is 
the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and the Son. 23 No one who 
denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 24 As for 
you, see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will 
remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is what he promised us—eternal life. 26 I am 
writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for you, the 
anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But 
as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just 
as it has taught you, remain in him. 28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he 
appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 29 If you know that he 
is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.  

…Belonging to God (Kingdom Life)  
1 John 3:1-10: 3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when Christ appears,[a] we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.  

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him 
keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.  

7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous. 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
devil‟s work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God‟s seed remains in 
them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. 10 This is how we know 
who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do 
what is right is not God‟s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.  

The conviction we spoke of last week was/is a personal conviction; it’s ours & not 
someone else's! 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202:7-29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30566c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202:7-29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30571d
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203:1-10%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30582a
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We Are the children of God & when we recognize this, we obey our Father & a 
unity results that enables us to work together to fulfill this corporate mission.  
 
1 John 2:28-3:10 
1 John 2:28-29 NIV 
And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and 
unashamed before him at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone 
who does what is right has been born of him.  
 
1 John 3:1-10 NIV 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. Everyone who sins breaks the 
law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our 
sins. And in him is no sin. No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to 
sin has either seen him or known him. Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The 
one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. The one who does what is 
sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. No one who is born of God will continue 
to sin, because God's seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have 
been born of God. This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of 
the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not God's child, nor is anyone who does 
not love their brother and sister.  
 
A life-giving relationship that delivers people from the Kingdom of Satan to the Kingdom of God 
is the whole thrust of the gospels.  
 

I. Definition (What does it mean To Belong?) 

 

What does it mean to belong? 

 

The dictionary defines the word belong as: 

a. To be proper, appropriate, or suitable 

b. To be in an appropriate situation or environment 

c. To be a member of a group, such as a club 

d. To be a part of something else 

e. To have in one's possession 
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Likewise, what do we mean when we say to Belong? 
 

1.1 To be in the right position/place 
To be placed in a specific/predetermined position/location  

 
1.2 To fit in with the Right qualities of or: 

Having the correct qualifications needed to be a member of a group or 
environment.  

 
1.3 To be the Rightful possession of:  

ie. to be the property of somebody/someone.  
 

II. Where does it all start? 

To Belong always starts off / begins with…the Father 
(what lineage do we belong to?) 
 
2.1 What does God Call us? Who do we belong to? 
1 John 3:1 
3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him.  
 
2 Cor 6:18 
18 And, “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the 
Lord Almighty.” 

Here the Father shows us we are His children. This tells us where we are & 

defines our roots. God calls us His children! This is not by our own admission, but it's 
the Father's declaration! 

2.2 What does Jesus call us? 

Jesus calls us Brothers 

 
Heb 2:11-13 
Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same 
family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.[a] 12 He says, “I will 
declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your 
praises.”[b] 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.”[c]  And again he says, “Here am I, 
and the children God has given me.” 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%202:11-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29989a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%202:11-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29990b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb%202:11-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29991c
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2.3 Who bears witness to our lineage? 
The Spirit Bears Witness to the fact that we are God’s children 
 
Rom 8:15-16 
15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.[a] And by him 
we cry, “Abba,[b] Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God‟s children.  

 
2.4 The Father's expression of belonging should result in: 
(How is our heavenly heritage being expressed?)  
 
1John 3:1 
3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 
 
2.4.1 With a great sense of gain BUT 
2.4.2 A great sense of rejection too 

 
Why would John say these things?  
He wanted to remind us that because of who/what we are, the world will not accept 
nor recognize us. 
 
This implies that our position is such that we are in the world but we are not to be 
part of the world. This means we cannot live our lives according to the standards of 
the world. We have a different standard to live by. 
 
This also means that all spiritual understanding must result in physical acts/actions.  
Without physical actions, all spiritual understanding comes to nought. Afterall, how 
can we expect the world to see our spiritual inclinations/connections if they cannot 
see what we do with it? 

 

In Reality, Spiritual Understanding is our Springboard to Physical actions! 
 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%208:15-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28132a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%208:15-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28132b
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III. What Should it Reflect? 

To Belong should reflect a certain kind of behaviour  

1John 3:4-8 
4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that 

he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one 

who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen 

him or known him.  

7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is 

righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, 

because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the devil‟s work. 

Often in church, we receive something in our minds & we settle for it. Things that 
God reveal to us in church are meant for our entire life; they are not supposed to be 
confined to the 4 walls of the church. We are to take them out there into our 
workplace & families to practice them.  
 
A Birth Certificate is only proof of the beginning of life.  
Having an identity card is proof of the crossing of a certain age. 
The lifestyle & behavior of a person is proof of the quality of the person’s beginning, 
his growing process & his maturing process. 

 
Salvation is not about the sinner's prayer nor baptism, but it IS a beginning.  
Salvation is about living in the Kingdom of God.  
Salvation is a reflection of a relationship with our Heavenly Father.  
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3.1 What does/should Kingdom-Living look like?  
 
1 John 3:17  
17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has 
no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?  

If you love God, you WILL love your fellow believers.  SIN is the failure to love your 
fellow believers.  

In 1 John 3:4-8, John speaks of the habit of sinning (look at how often the word 

sin or variations of it is being used in these few verses); something we cannot 

continue to do in life.  
 

Here, we learn that it’s Not about Not Sinning,  but to stop habitual 
sinning; and as a result, we find forgiveness, & restoration 

 

Conclusion 
Who do we belong to? 
  
1 Jn 3:9-10 
9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God‟s seed remains in them; they 
cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. 10 This is how we know who the 
children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is 
right is not God‟s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.  

Are we always angry? Do we get irritated easily all the time?  
Anyone who does not practise righteousness nor love his fellow Christian is not of God.  
 
God has given us the ability to love. It's a stretch & not something we're able to do naturally.  
 
The Holy Spirit comes to live in us and prevents us from sinning. It is this indwelling that gives 
us enough grace to consider & run with Him each time we tend to become rebellious & want to 
do our own thing.  
 

Eg Nicodemus 
 
Jn 3:9-12 
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are Israel‟s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you 
not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify 
to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you 
of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly 
things? 
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Jn 3:5-7 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[a] gives birth to spirit. 
7 You should not be surprised at my saying, „You[b] must be born again.‟ 

Who are we really listening to?  
We can study the bible & obey all we want, but without the Spirit of God in 
our lives, we are not calibrated in our ways, we lose confidence & our 
bearings & cannot follow God effectively/accurately.  
 
Based on our own strength & abilities, we just cannot love everyone the 
way God intended us to!  
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn%203:5-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26127a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn%203:5-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26128b

