
A life giving relationship - belonging to God
1 Jn 2:28 - 3:10



1 John 3:9-10

9 No one who is born of God practices sin, 
because His seed abides in him; and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God. 

10 By this the children of God and the children 
of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor the 
one who does not love his brother. (NASB)



Outline
• Recap - Personal Conviction of being a Child of God

• Introduction - What does it mean to Belong?

• To Belong begins with the Father... 1 John 3:1

• To Belong reflects a certain kind of behavior 1 John 
3:4-8

• To Belong reflects a certain kind of confidence 1 
John 2:28; 1 John 3:9

• Who do you belong to? 1 John 3:10



Recap

• Personal Conviction is brought only through 
the Holy Spirit.

• An anointing based on the beginning, leading 
to an abiding in Christ; resulting in a 
concluding Conviction that we are God's child. 
v29



Introduction - What does it mean to Belong?

• Context: 

• 1 John 1:5-10 Fellowship with God (Father)

• 1 John 2:1-6 walking with God (Jesus)

• 1 John 2:7-29 Convicted by God(Holy Spirit)

• 1 John 3:1-10 Belonging to God(Kingdom life)



Harley washed up on Canadian Soil 



Introduction - What does it mean to Belong?

A life giving relationship that delivers people 
from the Kingdom of Satan to the Kingdom of 
God is the whole thrust of the gospels.



Introduction - What does it mean to Belong?

1. Right Position in    : to be placed in a specified 
            position

2. Right Qualities of   : to have the correct   
           qualifications needed to 
           be a member of a grp or 
               environment

3. Right Possession of: to be the "property" of 
         someone



To Belong begins with the Father... 1 John 3:1

(See what sort of love the Father has given to 
us: that we should be called God’s children – 
and indeed we are! For this reason the world 
does not know us: because it did not know him. 
(1 John 3:1 NET)

See how very much our Father loves us, for he 
calls us his children, and that is what we are! 
But the people who belong to this world don’t 
recognize that we are God’s children because 
they don’t know him. (1 John 3:1 NLT)



To Belong begins with the Father... 1 John 3:1

• God calls us Children...

and I will be a father to you, and you will be my sons and 
daughters,” says the All-Powerful Lord. (2 Corinthians 
6:18 NET)

• Jesus calls us Brothers

For indeed he who makes holy and those being made holy 
all have the same origin, and so he is not ashamed to call 
them brothers and sisters, saying, “I will proclaim your 
name to my brothers;in the midst of the assembly I will 
praise you.” Again he says, “I will be confident in him,” and 
again, “Here I am,with the children God has given 
me.” (Hebrews 2:11-13 NET)



To Belong begins with the Father... 1 John 3:1

• Spirit bears Witness we are Children...

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery 
leading again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba, 
Father.” The Spirit himself bears witness to 
our spirit that we are God’s children. 
(Romans 8:15, 16 NET)



To Belong begins with the Father... 1 John 3:1

• Father's expression of belonging should result 
in...

1.  A great sense of gain BUT

2.  A great sense of rejection

...But the people who belong to this world don’t 
recognize that we are God’s children because 
they don’t know him (1 John 3:1)



To Belong begins with the Father... 1 John 3:1

• Father's expression of belonging should 
results in...

Implications: we cannot live our lives base on 
the world's standard....

all spiritual understanding must result in 
physical acts... 



To Belong begins with the Father... 1 John 3:1

Spiritual 
Understanding Physical actions



To Belong reflects a certain kind of 
behavior 1 John 3:4-8

4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; indeed, 
sin is lawlessness. 

5 And you know that Jesus was revealed to take away sins, and 
in him there is no sin. 

6 Everyone who resides in him does not sin; everyone who sins 
has neither seen him nor known him. 

7 Little children, let no one deceive you: The one who practices 
righteousness is righteous, just as Jesus is righteous. 

8 The one who practices sin is of the devil, because the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of 
God was revealed: to destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 
3:4-8 NET)



To Belong reflects a certain kind of 
behavior 1 John 3:4-8

• Having a Birth Certificate is only an evidence 
of the beginning of life.

• Having an identity Card is prove of the 
crossing of a certain age

• The lifestyle and behavior of a person proves 
the quality of that beginning and the growing 
processes and the maturing. 



To Belong reflects a certain kind of 
behavior 1 John 3:4-8

• Salvation is not about the sinner's prayer nor 
is it about Baptism these are but beginnings...

• Salvation is about living in the Kingdom of 
God

• Salvation is a reflection of a relationship with 
Father



To Belong reflects a certain kind of 
behavior 1 John 3:4-8

• What does Kingdom living look like?

• for John in 1 John SIN is NOT SHOWING 
LOVE FOR FELLOW BELIEVERS...1Jn 3:17  



To Belong reflects a certain kind of behavior 1 John 3:4-8

4 Everyone who practices SIN also practices lawlessness; 
indeed, SIN is lawlessness. 

5 And you know that Jesus was revealed to take away SINS, 
and in him there is no SIN. 

6 Everyone who resides in him does not sin; everyone who sins 
has neither seen him nor known him. 

7 Little children, let no one deceive you: The one who practices 
righteousness is righteous, just as Jesus is righteous. 

8 The one who practices SIN is of the devil, because the devil 
has been sinning from the beginning. For this purpose the Son 
of God was revealed: to destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 
3:4-8 NET)



To Belong reflects a certain kind of behavior 1 John 3:4-8

there is an element of habitual sinning that 
John refers to...



To Belong reflects a certain kind of 
confidence 1 John 2:28; 1 John 3:9

• And now, little children, remain in him, so 
that when he appears we may have confidence 
and not shrink away from him in shame when 
he comes back. (1 John 2:28 NET)

• Everyone who has been fathered by God does 
not practice sin, because God’s seed resides in 
him, and thus he is not able to sin, because he 
has been fathered by God. (1 John 3:9 NET)



To Belong reflects a certain kind of 
confidence 1 John 2:28; 1 John 3:9

its not that we do not sin but that we do not 
habitually sin; 

we find forgiveness...and restoration

we do not return to sin

1 Jn 1:9;

1 Jn 2:1



Who do you belong to?

• 1 John 3:9 9 No one who is born of God practices 
sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God.

•  By this the children of God and the children of the 
devil are revealed: Everyone who does not practice 
righteousness – the one who does not love his 
fellow Christian – is not of God. (1 John 3:10 NET)

Holy Spirit



Who do you belong to?
• E.g. of Nicodemus...

• Nicodemus replied, “How can these things be?” 
Jesus answered, “Are you the teacher of Israel 
and yet you don’t understand these things? I 
tell you the solemn truth, we speak about what 
we know and testify about what we have seen, 
but you people do not accept our testimony. If I 
have told you people about earthly things and 
you don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things? (John 3:9-12 NET)



John 3:5-7

Jesus answered, “I tell you the solemn truth, 
unless a person is born of water and spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I said to 
you, ‘You must all be born from above.’ (NET)


