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Introduction  
Last week we looked at our guiding vision. We are 
together in God's vision, displaying a contrasting 
life. The image we painted is that of a tree that 
grows well and blooms in season. 
 
Today, we look at a contrasting community. A 
bunch of trees is a jungle; a forest; each 

struggling to reach the sun; a dangerous place indeed! This is not exactly a 
picture of community we want to paint at SKMC. 
 
The community we want is a family that draws from the well of salvation, a 
vibrant family living together, accepting & relating to one another; neither 
challenging nor competing with one another, gathering from one another. 
Instead we are a community that gives to one another & sharing with each 
other. 
 
1 John 4:7-13 NKJV 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In this the love of 
God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son  to be  the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and 
His love has been perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, 
because He has given us of His Spirit. 
 
Romans 8:12-17 NIV84 
Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation–but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to 
it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you 
received  the  Spirit  of  sonship.  And  by  him  we  cry,  “Abba,  Father.”  The  Spirit  himself  testifies  
with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs–heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also 
share in his glory. 
 
God has NOT given us an alternative lifestyle. He has given us something symbiotic / 
interlocking. He designed families to grow children from generation to generation. The grace 
and love of God is passed from generation to generation... 
 
Sadly, the Chinese have an old saying; family fortune cannot outlast 3 generations; not so with 
the wealth of God! 
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What is this notion of contrasting community all about? 
 
1. The 'Well' 
What is this image of the Well about? God has given us a well. It flows with God's wonderful 
love. It contains the living waters of God. 
However, the well is not just for us to drink from & receive, but also for us to draw from it & give 
to others. It is a community well; the more we draw from it, the more we pass to others. It 
contains the waters of salvation for the surrounding community! 
 
2. A Contrasting lifestyle of... 
In Romans, we see that we have an obligation because we are different. Our obligation is NOT 
to live according to the sinful nature, but by the Spirit and for the Spirit. We are borne of the 
Spirit; we are sons of God. 
 
Isn’t it true that our greatest cause of stress is often fear itself? 
Fear of reaching out because of rejection! 
Fear of being misunderstood! 
Fear of being ridiculed! 
Fear of the inability to answer if asked ‘funny’ questions! 
Fear of inadequacy! 
 
Rom 8:17 speaks of our obligation as co-heirs of Christ. 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 
 
We HAVE to look past our fears & see the pot of gold at the end of the spiritual rainbow! 
 
How can we effectively portray a Contrasting Lifestyle? 
 

2.1 By being Spirit-led 
Families have conflicts simply because we each have our own personal agendas & we 
each have our own desires...we have that “me-&-my” mentality. The world tells us to 
follow our feelings & our heart, but where our heart lies is where our problem usually is! 

 
To get around this, we have to take on the mind of Christ & be led by the Spirit! Only 

 when we obey & follow the Spirit can we be of one mind and follow one direction. 
 
When the people of God recognize that God has put them together, we share 
commonality as a community of God; we share the same parentage (we all call Abba 
Father) and we will start to do things God's way and truly become a contrasting 
community for God! 

 
2.2 By being Prayer-ful 
 
2.3 By living our lives Obedient to the Word 
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3. Love without their personal interest at heart 
1 John 4:7 speaks of God's unfathomable love. It is a love that's not selfish. It is love that 
stems from the heart of God. 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 
 
1 John 4:12 speaks of people experiencing God's love through us! 
 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us. 
 
We are referring to love in action. (The 5 Languages of Love). In order to 
give love away, we MUST have it to begin with! We simply CANNOT give 
something which we don’t have away! 
 
Conclusion 
What is it that causes us not to love? 
We are governed and motivated by benefits. We tend to do something only 
when we can get something in return. It’s always in our interest to get 
returns for favours. Instead, let’s undertake the disposition that we have 
been paid in advance, so now we need to do the job! God has loved us 
even before we loved others; now we need to pay it forward & love others! 
 
 
 


