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Introduction        
What happens when the waters come... 
Learning without Submitting to God's Will is Futile... 
 
 
Matthew 7:24-27 NIV 
"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the 
rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash." 
 
It  is  important  for  God’s  people  to  learn to submit to God's Will. Truly, just how completely we 
do so will eventually determine the foundation upon which our faith is built; and this can take 
either of 2 forms: 
 
1. Foundations Built on Sand 

Such people face dilemma's or difficulties & start to question God & His goodness. In 
reality, we all exhibit these characteristics sometimes in our lives & they are manifested in 
the following: (Actions Inconsistent, Beliefs Confused, Commitment Wavers; ABC): 
 
1.1 Actions Inconsistent… 
 
Matt 6:16 
16 “When  you  fast,  do  not  look  somber  as  the  hypocrites  do,  for  they  disfigure their faces to 
show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 
 
Such people put on an act just for others to see. What they do is not based on the 
commitment or the sincerity of their faith. 

 
1.2 Beliefs Confused 
 
These are the people who read the gospel according to their own advantage & to serve 
their personal purposes. They are their own top priority. In their attempts to elevate 
themselves onto first place, they write their own 5th gospel, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John & 
ME... 

 
1.3 Commitment Wavers 
 
These people place their focus on their own kingdoms. When they face difficulties, they fall 
away from God because they cannot trust God fully. 
Such people see their commitments waver when the waters of difficulty comes their way! 
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If our foundations are built on sand, we will face complete destruction when the waters of 
calamity & difficulty come our way in life. Our foundation would only be skin-deep. Our house 
will not be built upon firm foundation but on sand; unstable & subject to the winds & waters of 
life. 
 
 
2. Foundations Built on Rock 
 

By comparison (& to the contrary), these people possess the following characteristics 
(Also ABC!): 
 
2.1 Attitude of Submission 

 
These are people whose faith is grounded on submission & acknowledgement of God's 
Will; in both good & bad times. These people live the credo; thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done. All their decisions are based on "Thy Will Be Done". Their commitments don't 
waver as they continue to submit to & trust God believing that the narrow gate always 
leads to life. 

 
2.2 Beliefs Radical 

 
These are the radical believers. They follow their beliefs/faith with strong principles & 
firm convictions resolutely! They submit radically to God in everything they do in life. 
They are the ones who believe that being firm is not being weak. They believe that 
submission (to God) is not a sign of buckling under pressure... 

 
2.3 Choosing the narrow way 

 
This is choosing to know Jesus, His Will & submit to it. 
This is hearing the words of Jesus & putting it into practice. 
Such people apply the Word of God in their lives regularly! 
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How to Build on Rock 
 

i. Get ourselves Anchored in Christ 
 
Matt 7:28-29 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 
teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of 
the law. 
 
We MUST anchor ourselves to the cornerstone; Christ, one who has authority over all 
things, so that when the waters come, our anchor is sure & steadfast & will hold us 
steady. 

 
ii. Be Teachable 

 
This is tricky. This requires us to actively pursue God's Word & apply it in our lives. 
Being unteachable is like a man who learns how to put on a life vest, & when the 
situation arises, he refuses to put it on... 

 
iii. Commit to submit 

 
What happens to our resolve when lions & wolves surround us & growl in our faces? 
How committed are we to submitting to the will of God? Many believe that partial 
submission & obedience is sufficient; a fallacy in concept & a disaster in the making. 

 
 
Conclusion 
God is like a lighthouse & we are the captains of our ships. We need to alter our 
courses according to God's instructions. This is where a miss is as good as a 
mile! 10o here & 10o there according to our own understanding, will eventually 
steer us off-course & run our lives aground. 
 
Let us all learn to anchor ourselves to God; our cornerstone & lighthouse; setting 
our course according to His instructions! Amen.  
 


