
A vital connection - experiencing God
1 Jn 1:1-4



Sermon Outline
Recap - Conference on the Future....
Introduction - A vital Connection
The insufficiency of an Adamic RELATIONSHIP with Father 
God
What does Fellowship involve?
Response

Do you have a relationship with Father God?
Do you wish to have fellowship with Father God?
Do you wish to have fellowship with us?



Re-cap...

Conference on the Future....

We thank God for all the people who participated....a total 
of 733 people were involved.



Introduction



A vital Connection - Experiencing God

the key to vital Christianity is experiencing 
God that permits the life of His family to 
shine through us.  Accepting Jesus Christ puts 
us into His family.



The insufficiency of an Adamic 
RELATIONSHIP with Father God

What kind of Relationship did God have with Adam?



Creator - Creature Relationship 

God created humankind in his own image, in the image of 
God he created them, male and female he created them.  
(Genesis 1:27 NET)



The insufficiency of an Adamic 
RELATIONSHIP with Father God

What kind of Relationship did God have with Adam?



Provider - Recipient Relationship  

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply! 
Fill the earth and subdue it! Rule over the fish of the sea and the 
birds of the air and every creature that moves on the ground.” 
Then God said, “I now give you every seed-bearing plant on the 
face of the entire earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in 
it. They will be yours for food. (Genesis 1:28-29 NET)



The insufficiency of an Adamic 
RELATIONSHIP with Father God

BUT What kind of Relationship did Adam have with God?



Master - Slave Relationship  

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God 
moving about in the orchard at the breezy time of the day, 
and they HID  from the Lord God among the trees of the 
orchard. Gen 3:8 NET



The insufficiency of an Adamic 
RELATIONSHIP with Father God

BUT What kind of Relationship did Adam have with God?



Master - Slave Relationship  

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God 
moving about in the orchard at the breezy time of the day, 
and they HID  from the Lord God among the trees of the 
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What is Fellowship?

Fellowship comes from the Greek word “Koinonia”

Koinonia means:  fellowship, association, community, 
communion, joint participation, intercourse, intimacy



What is Fellowship?

Bob Gilliam lists 7 observations about what Biblical 
Fellowship...



What is Fellowship?

The root word of Koinonia is “koinos” meaning having in 
common

so combined with other words e.g.

living = living in common together

dispute = public dispute or dispute in common



What is Fellowship?

Therefore the word FELLOWSHIP simply means:

to hold something in common



What is Fellowship?

2ndly Fellowship describes an interdependent relationship

it was used to describe the relationship between 

• partners in a law firm,

• partners in a marriage



What is Fellowship?

3rdly Fellowship is used to describe man’s relationship 
with God after the Holy Spirit is sent at Pentecost.

1 Cor 1:9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into 
fellowship with his son, Jesus Christ our Lord.



What is Fellowship?

4thly Fellowship describes an inner unity that is expressed 
outward 

1 Cor 1:9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into 
fellowship with his son, Jesus Christ our Lord.



What is Fellowship?

4thly Fellowship describes an inner unity that is expressed 
outward In NT usage it is used to describe 

• people related by love for outward characteristics 

• a fellow-worker

• a participant



What is Fellowship?

5thly Fellowship describes doing things together that reflect 
this inner unity 

• Koinonia used 19 times in the NT

• it is translated into other words like “contribution”, 
“sharing”, “participation” (all definitions of Koinonia)



What is Fellowship?

6thly Fellowship reflects a unique relationship with Christ

• it does not speak of “being in Christ” or “being part of 
Christ” BUT it speaks of “doing with Christ”



What is Fellowship?
Finally the 7th pt Fellowship is not doing anything you want 
together but it is actively doing God’s will together. 

Implication:  “Fellowship” is not...

• potluck 

• games

• watching videos or movies etc

there is a place for these things but it is not necessarily 
“fellowship”



What does Fellowship involve then?

Knowing God intimately 

What we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and our hands have 
touched (concerning the word of life – 1:2 and the 
life was revealed, and we have seen and testify and 
announce to you the eternal life that was with the 
Father and was revealed to us) 1 John 1:1-2 NET

read notes



What does Fellowship involve then?

Living God’s will together
What we have seen and heard we announce to you too, so 
that you may have FELLOWSHIP with us (and indeed our 
FELLOWSHIP is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ). 1 John 1:3 NET

doing together



What does Fellowship involve then?

Living God’s will together
Now this is the gospel message we have heard from 
him and announce to you: God is light, and in him there is 
no darkness at all.  1:6 If we say we have fellowship with 
him and yet keep on walking in the darkness, we are lying 
and not practicing the truth. 1:7 But if we walk in the light 
as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin.



The missing element...

Inner unity Leading to the church 
doing for Jesus



Response...

Do you have a relationship with Father God?

Do you wish to have fellowship with Father God?

Do you wish to have fellowship with us?


