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Introduction 
Last week we looked at what God would do with us if we shared in His Guiding 
Vision for us. We also saw what God could possibly do for us in 5 years’ time. 
 
Today, we look at the Vital Connection. 
The central truth here is experiencing God, allowing the life of the family to shine 
through us. It’s rather strange here to refer to a vital Christianity; in fact, everyone 
of us should experience God in a vital way.  We often carry wrong 
notions/concepts of what it means to be Christian. We allow other things in life to 
take priority over God and His things. If we are to have any relationship with God, 
we need an Adamic relationship with God; a created-creature relationship. 
 
What is this Created-Creature relationship?  
1. Adam knew God created him and his relationship with God revolved around 
this knowledge! 
2. Adam also saw God as his provider. 
 
However this relationship failed because Adam did not do what God wanted him 
to do; further proof that having a relationship with God alone is not enough. We 
need fellowship with God (mentioned in the New Testament).  
 
1 John 1:1-4 NIV84 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have touched–this we proclaim concerning the Word 
of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal 
life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have 
seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.  
 

Fellowship is derived from the Greek word Koinonia, which means communion 
by Intimate Participation. In the early Christian church, this word was used to 
describe the ideal state of fellowship & community within the church. 
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What does it imply to have fellowship?  
 

1. Fellowship is derived from its root-word, koinos, meaning having something in 

common. Combined with the word living, it means living with each other having 
something in common. 

2. It describes an interdependent relationship. (likened to partners in marriage or a law 
firm). In such relationships, each partner has to pull his/her own weight & contribute to 
make it work. 

3. It describes fellowship with God after the Holy Spirit was sent at Pentecost.  
(1Cor 1:9, God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord) 

4. It describes an inner unity that is expressed outwards. It has to be obvious because 

it is something that is manifested through our outward reactions to others. 
5. It is doing things together that reflects this inner unity. 
6. It reflects, biblicly, a unique relationship with Christ; which is not being in Christ, or being 

part of Christ, but really 'Doing with Christ'. 
7. It’s not doing whatever we want together. It’s not a potluck event or participation in 

community games. It’s really doing God’s will together.  
 
 

With these in mind, what does fellowship involve? 
 

1. Knowing God Intimately Together. 
(1 John 1:1-2, That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this 
we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify 
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has 
appeared to us.) 
 
An example is priming a pump. We need to follow the instructions specifically in order to 
tap on the water below. The whole idea is not to drink the water first (like most people 
are tempted to do), but to prime the pump by putting some water into it first, pump like 
crazy, & then collect enough water for everyone to enjoy. 
Knowing God is exactly likewise. We all want to drink our own water first. We need to 
collect the water together till there is enough for everyone to drink together. It doesn’t 
work if our pumps are dry (please read excerpt at the end for the full story).  
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2. It involves Living God’s Will Together. 
It’s people who recognize God’s will together and living it out together. 
(1 John 1:3, We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may 
have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 
Christ.). 
 
(1 John 1:6-7, If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we 
lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.) 
Nobody can hold God’s living waters alone. We need to hold it together; only then do 
we walk in the Light together. Fellowship isn't just about hanging out together.  

 
 
John Wesley believed strongly in conferencing and he organized many annual conferences 
just to discuss theological issues and concerns. During these conferences, church leaders 
shared about their activities; like what their church did when they experienced explosion and 
revival. It was a time of accountability. To him conferencing was catching the revival together. 
It was Christian fellowship in its truest form.  
 
If we are to see revival, we need to make drastic changes in our lives.  
 

What is the Missing element in our lives? 
 
Inner Unity      The Church Doing for Jesus 
 
 
If the church is to do anything for Christ, we need an Inner Unity.  
 
 

Conclusion 
What is our response then?  
 
1. Do we have a relationship with GOD? 
2. Do we wish to have fellowship with Father God? 
3. Do we wish to have fellowship with us? 

This is God-Centric fellowship. It’s about getting together, getting with God, 
and doing His will as a community of God.  

 

  



Sermon 22 April : A Vital Connection - Experiencing God 
 

Page 4 of 5 
 

Parting Story: "New Lessons from ole Desert Pete"  

By Gary Christensen  

 

There's an old "Kingston Trio" song about a gold prospector named "Desert Pete." The story 

goes that he had sunk a well, in the middle of a desert. He had hooked up an old water pump 

to it, but, realizing it would be out in the heat all day, it's "leather" suction fitting would dry out. 

So, he put a jug of water under a rock nearby. He tied a small can to the handle, and in the can 

he placed a note.  

 

The note said, "You've got to 'Prime the Pump', you must have faith, and believe! You've got to 

give of yourself, before you're worthy to receive!" The note told the reader where to find the jug 

of water, but, it cautioned him "Don't go drinking it first" but, to "give it up", to commit it to 

Priming the Pump, to "pour it in, then pump like mad, and buddy you'll quench your thirst!"  

 

The reader of the note needed to follow the instructions, to not drink the water first, but to pour 

the water into the pump, to wet the leather, and to Prime the Pump, then there would be plenty 

of water, so they could "Drink all the water you can hold, wash your face to your feet, leave the 

bottle full for others,.. thank ya kindly, Desert Pete!"  

 

However, if the next guy only thought of himself, and his immediate need, and drank the water 

from the jug, he would leave the jug empty, the message would be meaningless, there would 

be no water for the next fellow, no "pumping like mad", no one else could drink their fill, no 

bottle would be left full for those who followed him! Just one guy coming along who DIDN'T 

obey the instructions, would mess the whole thing up, and everyone else coming along after 

him would only find a dry pump!  

 

We see in this story the unique plan of Desert Pete; to be able to supply enough water to 

anyone who came upon that pump, but the success of his plan depended upon the wisdom 

and obedience of all those who followed him!  

 

We have to be careful to:  

 

1) Follow the Instructions of others who have gone before. Many other people have passed 

this way before us, and many others will come along after us. We should follow their example; 

copy their success; and do what they did, in order to succeed! There's no need to re-invent the 

wheel! 
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2) Understand that our actions can affect others. What we do today, could mean the success 

or failure of many other people who follow, for years to come. Am I careful in what I do today? 

Do I only put MY NEEDS first? Maybe I need to do what I can to help those who will follow 

along after me! After all, none of us is an Island!  

 

3) Have faith, and make a Commitment. I need to ACT in faith, and to do what others have 

suggested. I don't have all the answers! I need to "give up" (to commit) some of my money; my 

time; my energy, and take actions that will both help myself and those who follow along after 

me.  

 

4) Give, before I'm Worthy to Receive. Do I really expect to find nuggets of gold, without a little 

time & effort on my part, to dig, to work, look for them? Do I think those gold nuggets are laying 

on top of the ground? People aren't automatically going to come knocking on my door, to buy 

my products, without my time, investment and work, to get the word out!  

 


