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Introduction  
This morning, we have a prayer; a prayer to embrace a 
change that will cause us to decrease, and God to 
increase. We are asked to live such that our Father's will is 
established. 
 
Prayer 
Lord, we pray that we may have a fresh encounter with 
you, wherever you have put us, to be Your witness. 
Your strong hand will bring us out of the comfort zone to the heart of the 
people in Sengkang as we declare, "Here I am Lord, Send me!" 
In Jesus'name, Amen... 
 
Recap 
God has chosen us to Co-Mission (partner) with Him, proclaiming the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. God has a mission, and His mission requires a 
church to bring His mission unto completion. 
The clarity of this reality is that God has chosen the church to help fulfill 
His Mission. 
This means we have to live out this Mission, coming into the same page as 
God, and people will see God's will being done in and through us. 
 
We are a sent community. We are sent, not others. 
 
We are disciple-makers; disciples who make disciples. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 NKJV 
Therefore, if anyone is  in Christ,  he is  a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, 
all things have become new. Now all things are  of God, who has reconciled us to Himself 
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were pleading through us: we implore you  on  Christ’s  behalf,  be  reconciled  to  
God. 
 
Philippians 2:5-8 NKJV 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not 
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of 
a bondservant, and  coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, 
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of  death, even the death of the cross. 
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Today, we see what Paul is saying to us. 
Paul sees the church as a body commissioned to a reconciled ministry. We are supposed to 
reach out to people related / connected to us, and stretch this Commission to our extended 
community around us; our neighbours. We need to recognize that these people depend on us. 
 
There are 3 things which we need to know in order to become a community of reconciliation: 
 
1. Basis of the ministry of reconciliation 

 
1.1 It is God's initiative 

 
2 Cor 5:18 
18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: 
 
Reconciliation is something that God started, not us. 

 
1.2 It happens only through Jesus Christ 

 
2 Cor 5:17 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:[a] The old has 
gone, the new is here! 
 
It only happens through Jesus Christ. We need to take on a new mindset to see 
this happen. Our old nature is enveloped in sin and cannot see this initiative. Old 
things will have to be replaced by new things for reconciliation to happen. This 
means we can continue to do things for God, but if our mindset is still the old 
one, we cannot see what scripture is speaking to us, God cannot pour new things 
into us & we will remain in our comfort zones and not move at all. 
What we need to always ask ourselves is: Who is God to us? 

 
1.3  It continues through those reconciled 

 
2 Cor 5:19-20 
19 that God was  reconciling  the  world  to  himself  in  Christ,  not  counting  people’s  
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 

We  are  therefore  Christ’s  ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s  behalf:  Be  reconciled  to  God. 
 
The content of this ministry is reconciliation. 
This message is twofold. 
If we know Christ, but are not reconciled to Jesus, whose viewpoint are we 
seeing? Whose life are we living? What standards do we live by? We can only 
either live by the worlds’ standards or God’s standards! 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Cor%205:17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28895a
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What is reconciliation? 
It is the restoration of a friendly relationship. 
It is the action of making our views compatible with God and each other / 
others. It is coming to the same page as God. 
 
Reconciliation is NOT about mediation. 
 
2. What is the motivation for the ministry of reconciliation? 
 

2.1 The fear of God. 
This is reverence fear, it's not blind terror nor dread. Paul is referring to 
reverence fear; the fear of knowing our place in God. Lucifer didn't possess this 
fear, leading him to challenge his very creator. This fear leads us to not place 
ourselves higher that God, but take on a spirit of worship for God, coming into a 
clarity for all things God. 
(1Cor 3:12-13, 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 
stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the 
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality 
of  each  person’s  work.) 

 

2.2 To embrace the Mind of Christ 
 
Phil 2:5-8 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:6 

Who, being in very nature[a] God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the 
very nature[b] of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 

Jesus showed us that He allowed himself to come into the hands of man, 
 allowing man to manipulate him, so He can come into our midst and accomplish 
 God's mission for Him. 

 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202:5-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202:5-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399b
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3. The ministry of reconciliation is about: 
 

Ministry is Diakonia in Greek. 
This refers to service or ministry work. The bible mentions how the leaders of old chose 
their deacons. They put them as waiters to serve people. 
 
Acts 6:1-3 
6 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews[a] 
among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples 
together  and  said,  “It  would  not  be  right  for  us  to  neglect  the  ministry  of  the  word  of  God 
in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you 
who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to 
them 
 
This idea of serving God and others isn't only for the leaders, it’s also for the members. 
When the rubber meets the road, where is our traction? 

 
In the reconciliation ministry, we must have a plan. There must be enough traction, or 

 like a car that burns rubber, we make lots of noise but go nowhere. 
 

For SKMC, reconciliation means we hear each other, we relate to each other, and our 
 conversations revolve around God and Godly issues. 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%206:1-3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27103a

