


Paul:  A Community of 

reconciliation
2 Cor 5:18



Sermon Outline
• Recap – Co-Missioned

• Basis of the Ministry of Reconciliation 2 Cor 5:18-20

Reconciliation is God’s initiative 2 Cor 5:18

Reconciliation happens only through Jesus Christ 2 Cor 5:17

Reconciliation continues through those reconciled 2 Cor 5:19-20

• The Ministry of Reconciliation is about…

Ministry = Diakonia

E.g. of areas of reconciliation

• The Motivation of the Ministry of Reconciliation

The fear of God

The Mind of Christ Phil 2:5-8

• Conclusion

The Community of reconciled must think and act like Christ(the mind of Christ) in order to 

finish the work of reconciliation.



Recap - Co-Missioned

God has Chosen and appointed Christians to 

partner i.e. CO-MISSIONED 

1.  To finish His work on Earth Gen 12:1 

2.  To proclaim the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. 

3.  God has a mission and God’s mission 

needs a church



Recap - Co-Missioned

Mark's gospel: proclaim the gospel through a life of service, 

suffering and sacrifice 

Luke's gospel: the church as sign of the reign of God 

God's Divine Will being done 

Living a life of Repentance is living in God's divine will Lk 

24:47 

John's gospel: you are part of a SENT community to mediate 

God's love and forgiveness through your words and actions 

Matthew's gospel:  A community of disciples that focus on 

right relationships both with believers and pre-believers.  Our 

Core Business is to produce disciples who will produce disciples...



Paul's understanding of living out the great 

Commission

A community of reconciled finishing the work 

of reconcilliation initiated by God.



Basis of the Ministry of Reconciliation 2 Cor 
5:18-20

Reconciliation is God’s initiative 2 Cor 

5:18

Reconciliation happens only through 

Jesus Christ 2 Cor 5:17

Reconciliation continues through 

those reconciled 2 Cor 5:19-20



Definitions

Reconciliation - the restoration of friendly 

relationships. 

Action of making one view or belief 

compatible with another.



Basis of the Ministry of Reconciliation 2 Cor 
5:18-20

Reconciliation is God’s initiative 2 Cor 

5:18

Now all  these  things are from God, who 

reconciled us to Himself through Christ 

and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation, (2 Corinthians 5:18 NASB)

The entire Minsitry of 

Reconciliation is God's 

idea 



Basis of the Ministry of Reconciliation 2 Cor 
5:18-20

Reconciliation happens only through 

Jesus Christ 2 Cor 5:17

Therefore if anyone is in Christ,  he is  

a new creature; the old things passed 

away; behold, new things have come. 

(2 Corinthians 5:17 NASB)



Basis of the Ministry of Reconciliation 2 Cor 
5:18-20

Reconciliation continues through those 
reconciled 2 Cor 5:19-20

namely, that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to Himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and He has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God were making an appeal 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:19, 
20 NASB)



2 Cor 5:11-20
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The Motivation of the Ministry of Reconciliation

The fear of God 2 Cor 5:11

The reverential fear leading to not 

exalting yourself but rather 

worshiping God.

v 12 the heart counts not appearance 

a knowledge that we will all face God 

according to what we have done v10



The Motivation of the Ministry of Reconciliation
The fear of God

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we 

persuade men, but we are made manifest to 

God; and I hope that we are made manifest also 

in your consciences. (2 Corinthians 5:11 NASB)

Fear refers to a 

religious 

consciousness, 

a reverential awe 

of God, that 

directs the way 

one lives.

Now if any man builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
each man's work will become 
evident; for the day will show it 
because it is  to be  revealed with 
fire, and the fire itself will test the 

quality of each man's work. (1 Cor 

3:12 13 NASB)



The Motivation of the Ministry of Reconciliation

To have the Mind of Christ Phil 2:5-8

6Have this attitude in yourselves 

which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, 

although He existed in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God 

a thing to be grasped,(Philippians 

2:5-6 NASB)



The Motivation of the Ministry of Reconciliation

To have the Mind of Christ Phil 2:5-8

7but emptied Himself, taking the form 

of a bond-servant,  and  being made in 

the likeness of men. 8Being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled 

Himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross. 

(Philippians 2:5-8 NASB)



Discussion time



The Ministry of Reconciliation

Ministry = Diakonia

Meaning "to serve" to "wait on tables"



Paul's understanding of living out the great 

Commission

A community of reconciled finishing the work His 

role as reconciler is clear in both of Paul’s letters 

to the Corinthians.

1 Cor 7:15 He arbitrates conflicts concerning 

marriage, reminding them that God has called them 

to peace 

1 Cor 1:12 “I belong to Cephas, Apollos, Paul, 

Christ” 

1 Cor 6:1–11  He intervenes to restrain wealthier 

members from trying to gain advantage over others 

by bringing legal action against poorer members in 

pagan courts  



Paul's understanding of living out the great 

Commission

2 Cor 2:5–11 forgive the offender who has repented

1 Cor 8:1–13 He cautions the ones with knowledge to 

be considerate of scruples of the weak regarding 

anything associated with idols

1 Cor 11:17–34 He rebukes the entire congregation 

for celebrating a Lord’s Supper that leaves poor 

members humiliated and hungry.



Paul's understanding of living out the great 

Commission

A community of 

reconciled finishing 

the work of 

reconcilliation 

initiated by God.



Discussion Questions

1.  How does the following qualities displayed by 

Christ in His lifestyle teach us how to live and 

relate to others:

1a. By not taking advantage of his position/

status Phil 2:6

       E.g. employer/employee; teacher/student; 

parent/children



Discussion Questions

1.  How does the following qualities displayed by 

Christ in His lifestyle teach us how to live and 

relate to others:

1b. By setting aside the privileges due to him 

Phil 2:7 

       E.g. citizenship/PR or Foreign workers; 

Christian/non-Christian



Discussion Questions

1.  How does the following qualities displayed by 

Christ in His lifestyle teach us how to live and 

relate to others:

1c.  By living a selfless, obedient life(Phil 2:8)

e.g. asking from forgiveness, forgiving others, 

loving enemies.



Discussion Questions

2.  Read 2 Cor 5:16-21.  God has reconciled the 

world to God's self and has given the Christian 

community the message and the ministry of 

reconciliation

2a.  Taking our cues from the Good News that we 

are reconciled to God what would a ministry of 

reconciliation look like for the church?



Discussion Questions

2.  Read 2 Cor 5:16-21.  God has reconciled the 

world to God's self and has given the Christian 

community the message and the ministry of 

reconciliation

2b.  What does a community of reconciliation 

have to offer the world?



Discussion Questions

2.  Read 2 Cor 5:16-21.  God has reconciled the 

world to God's self and has given the Christian 

community the message and the ministry of 

reconciliation

2c.  What would be different in the life and 

actions of the church if it adopted a community 

of reconciliation as its model of mission?


