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Introduction    
Recap: Last week we spoke about what it means to be Co-
Missioned.  We spoke about Christians walking and 
running with Jesus, finishing His work on Earth and 
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
This week, we will take a look at the Gospel of Mark & see 
how it is different from the other Gospels. 
 

Screening: Video MMS Vision 2020 
 
Mark 16:12-20 NKJV 
After that, He appeared in another form to two of them as they walked and went into the 
country. And they went and told  it  to the rest,  but  they did not believe them either. Later He 
appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. And He said 
to them,  “Go  into  all  the  world  and preach the gospel to every creature.   He who believes and 
is baptized will be saved;  but he who does not believe will be condemned.   And these  signs 
will follow those who  believe:  In My name they will cast out demons;  they will speak with new 
tongues;   they  will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt 
them;  they  will  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  will  recover.”  So then, after the Lord had 
spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. And 
they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with  them  and confirming the word 
through the accompanying signs. Amen. 
 
Is the gospel in Mark different? 
 
Mark 1:1 NKJV 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
By the time of Mark's writing, the gospel was understood to be the preaching about Jesus 
Christ. 
It is no different from any of the other gospels. However, it is written from a perspective of 
helping people reflect on the life and ministry of Jesus Christ and is anchored in action. It was 
written for people of the time who were suffering social and political oppression. It was written 
to a frightened lot of people. Mark realised that in order to reach out to such people, he had to 
reflect on something more tangible and practical. He picks up the very acts of Jesus Christ in 
observation of Him in order to adequately proclaim the gospel in action. His gospel was written 
to challenge the reader to follow Christ in Action. 
 
We need to learn to undertake this same perspective. We have somehow reduced God to an 
academic exercise and philosophical notion. 
 
Jesus challenged the people in Mk 8:34 to take up their cross and follow Him. 
 
  



Sermon 26 Aug 2012: Mark, A Community Proclaiming the Gospel 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 2 of 4 

 

How do WE as a community of God proclaim the Gospel in action? 
 
1. GO 

Mark 1:15 NIV 

15 “The  time  has  come,” he said. “The  kingdom  of  God  is  near.  Repent  and  believe the good 
news!” 
 
In Mark 1:15, time is referred to as kairos in Greek. This is not just referring to a period of 
time or some occasion. It refers to some decisive moment or opportune time to 
get something important done. 
In this verse, that decisive time is Now! It is described in the perfect tense here, meaning 
it’s been done. It means, Jesus has come and His work has been fulfilled. We are just here 
to ensure it continues to be done in our lifetime. 

 
What is the Kingdom Ministry of Jesus Christ? 
It’s the full range of Jesus ministry. It is the gospel in action; not just words, it’s living out 
our lives as a living testimony to the works of our Saviour. 

 
 
2. Proclaim 

Mark 6:56 NIV 
56 And wherever he went—into villages, towns or countryside—they placed the sick in the 
marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who 
touched him were healed. 
 
Further evidence of proclamation in action! 

 
John Sung was a prominent Chinese Evangelist renowned for his role in the revival 
movement amongst the Chinese in China, Taiwan, & South East Asia during the 1920’ to 
the 1930’s. Much is said of his healing ministry & he was said to never pray for healing 
without the people accepting Christ first! John firmly believed that salvation came as a total 
package; message + acceptance + healing! 
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3. Good News 
Mark 10:32-34 NET 
They were on the way, going up to Jerusalem. 7 Jesus was going ahead of them, and they 
were amazed, but those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again and 
began to tell them what was going to happen to him. “Look,  we  are  going  up  to  Jerusalem,  
and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and experts in the law. 8 They 
will condemn him to death and will turn him over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, spit 
on him, flog 9 him severely, and kill him. Yet 10 after three days, 11 he will  rise  again.” 
 
Jesus was counter-culture (He went against the grain of the culture of 
the time). He challenged and confronted the norms of society. He chose 
not to conform to society and live His own life. He chose NOT to 
succumb to any power that diminishes human life. He did this in order to 
Reverse the consequences of Evil. We Have this power! 

 
Mark 10:42 NET 
Jesus  called  them  and  said  to  them,  “You  know  that  those  who  are  recognized  as  rulers  of  
the Gentiles lord it over them, and those in high positions use their authority over them. 
 
This verse aptly describes the norms of society in those days & even today to a large 
extent. 

 
Mark 10:43-45 NET 
But it is not this way among you. Instead whoever wants to be great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave 1 of all. For even 
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 2 for 
many.” 
 
These verses however, describe the norms of Jesus in action. 
v 44 speaks of Suffering & 
v45 speaks of Service and Sacrifice. 

 
 
What is Service, Suffering and Sacrifice 
Isa 53:8, 10-11 
By oppression[a] and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 
stricken. 
Yet it was the LORD’s  will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes[a] 
his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD 
will prosper in his hand. 11 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life[b] and be 
satisfied[c]; by his knowledge[d] my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their 
iniquities. 
 
 

http://classic.net.bible.org/passage.php?passage=mar%209:30-32;10:32-34#n7
http://classic.net.bible.org/passage.php?passage=mar%209:30-32;10:32-34#n8
http://classic.net.bible.org/passage.php?passage=mar%209:30-32;10:32-34#n9
http://classic.net.bible.org/passage.php?passage=mar%209:30-32;10:32-34#n10
http://classic.net.bible.org/passage.php?passage=mar%209:30-32;10:32-34#n11
http://classic.net.bible.org/passage.php?passage=Mar%2010:43-45#n1
http://classic.net.bible.org/passage.php?passage=Mar%2010:43-45#n2
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2053:8,%2010-11%20&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-18720a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2053:8,%2010-11%20&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-18722a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2053:8,%2010-11%20&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-18723b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2053:8,%2010-11%20&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-18723c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2053:8,%2010-11%20&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-18723d
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Conclusions 
Gospel in action, How? 
 
GO, poreuomai in Greek, meaning to move from one place to another, to 
carry over or transfer. That’s Gods commission for us. 
 
PROCLAIM, kerysso in Greek, meaning to persuade, urge, warn to comply, 
to herald or proclaim.  
 
Mark 16:15-16 
15 He said to them, “Go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  good  news  to  all creation. 16 Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 
 
The word world in these verses is kosmos, meaning the system, values and 
treasures of the world; the habits of our lives. 
 
God has commissioned us to be part of a community, proclaiming the 
gospel, and by taking up a life of Service, Suffering and Sacrifice. Are we 
ready? 
 


