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Introduction 
Last week, we saw what it takes to follow Jesus all the way. To be Christ's 
disciples requires us to follow him, & do so all the way. We saw how a 
would-be disciple’s intentions are not measured by his/her words but more 
so by the condition of their hearts. 
 
This week, we look at how we are to recognize/realise our roles as the sons 
& daughters of God. 
 
John 17:1-5 NKJV 
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said:  “Father, the hour has come. 
Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You,   as You have given Him authority over 
all flesh, that He  should give eternal life to as many  as You have given Him.   And this is 
eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
I have glorified You on the earth.  I have finished the work which You have given Me to 
do.  And now, O Father, glorify Me together  with Yourself, with the glory  which I had with You 
before the world was. 
 

1. Jesus is Given the Authority over all humanity to Give eternal life. 
In the Greek Lexicon, Authority is referred to as exousia, meaning: 
1.1  the power of authority (influence) and of right (privilege)  
1.2 the power of rule or government (the power of him whose will and commands 

must be submitted to by others and obeyed)  

Give = to freely give possession of something over to another. 
Jesus is given all authority so that He can give eternal life to mankind. Jesus has 
authority over all mankind. He exchanged His life to buy eternity for us. 
We tend to love ourselves too much, often giving leeway to ourselves to do as we 
please. 
 

 
2. Jesus modeled that Eternal Life is the Supreme blessing, involving: 

 
John 17:3 
2.1 Knowing God & 
2.2 Knowing Jesus Christ 

 
John 1:17-18 NIV 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 

No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and[a] is in 
closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:17-18%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26063a
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Here John does not describe salvation as a moment in time. It's not accepting Jesus 
Christ through the sinner's prayer, but it is a relationship with God & Jesus; a life-long 
journey. If we want to know who God is, we need to form a relationship with His Son, 
Jesus. 

 
Salvation is not referring to a transition from unsaved to saved, but an ongoing 

 relationship with God & His Son, Jesus. Our lifestyles much reflect a change as a result 
 of this relationship. 
 

It’s good to notice that John doesn't often use the name Jesus Christ (with Christ as a 
 suffix); in fact he only mentions Christ twice in his passage. 
 
 

3. God is glorified by: 
3.1 the Son & 
3.2 Jesus completing the work 

 
John 17:4-5 NIV 
4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, 
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 
 
The word glorify/glory is used a few times in these verses. 
The Son wasn't yearning to glorify Himself, but the Father. 

 
How does He do this? 
By being the Son to His Father... 
By completing the work His Father had prepared for Him... 
 
(John 1:32-34 NIV 
32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove 
and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 
baptize with water told me, „The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and 
remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.‟ 34 I have seen and I testify that 
this is God‟s Chosen One.”[a]) 

 
John is approaching the gospel from a very personal standpoint. John is by nature very 
emotionally charged & committed & he approaches the gospel via this respect. 

 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:32-34%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26079a
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John 2:4; 7:8; 7:30; 8:20 
4 “Woman,[a] why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 
8 You go to the festival. I am not[a] going up to this festival, because my time has not yet 

 fully come.” 
30 At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had 

 not yet come. 
20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the place where the 
offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet come. 

 
John is referring to Kairos time here. 

 

Kairos (καιρός) is an ancient Greek word meaning the right or opportune 
moment (the supreme moment). The ancient Greeks had two words for 
time, chronos and kairos. While the former refers to chronological or 
sequential time, the latter signifies a time in between, a moment of 
indeterminate time in which something special happens. What the special 
something is depends on who is using the word. While chronos is 
quantitative, kairos has a qualitative nature. 
  
John 17:4 
4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 

 
God is glorified when we live our lives as Huios; the matured sons of God. 

 

Greek Huios = Bearing the same nature of or likeness to the father; 
 possessing (legal) right to the father‟s inheritance. 

 
Church attendance itself is not enough for us to become Huios. We have to come into 

 maturity as sons. We need to grow in spiritual maturity to accomplish this. 
 

Likewise, we also need to be good parents to our children to help them grow in the 
 knowledge of & relationship with God. We need to get serious with God so we don't 
 remain adolescents in God forever. 
 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%202:4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26100a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%207:8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26337a
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time
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Conclusion 
What should my response be? 
 

i. To live NOT for glamour but for glory; as a Son of God & a worker in the 
completed work of God. 
Jesus has completed the work & gave us the mandate to finish this 
completed work. 

 
ii. To live NOT unfinished work but finishing a completed work. 

 
iii. To live my life in a manner yielding it to God more & more. 

To allow God to become pre-eminent & take the throne/center-stage in 
our lives. To live in a way that glorifies God. 
 

As matured children of God, we are to recognize by faith that Jesus has finished 
the work & that we should focus on what it means to live as sons & daughters in 
the kingdom of God; acknowledging that Christ has completed the work, but He 
has assigned each of us a work to do, something which we have to accomplish 
on earth! 
 
There is no department called Salvation; only a life that speaks Salvation. 

 
LIFE characterizes Salvation; the Supreme blessing within the sovereign 

reign of God. 
 


