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 Introduction 
Today's theme is somewhat 2-pronged & double-
themed. 
On the 1 hand, it speaks of bringing a vision of God 
to action through service (ie. Actions that expound 
on God’s Vision). On the other hand, it speaks of 
embracing a vision that spurs us into action (ie. 

Vision that materializes into action)! 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 NIV84 
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an 
expert  in  the  law,  tested  him  with  this  question:  “Teacher,  which  is  the  greatest  commandment  
in  the  Law?”  Jesus  replied: ‘Love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart  and  with  all  your  soul  
and  with  all  your  mind.’  This  is  the  first  and  greatest  commandment.  And  the  second  is  like  it:  
‘Love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.’  All  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  hang on these two 
commandments.” 
 
1. Double Meaning to the Theme 
1.1 Bringing a vision of God to action in service. 
1.2 Having a vision to spur us into action. 
 
2. Latreuo 
Latreuo in Greek means to render religious worship or service to... 
2.1 Serve and worship 
2.2 2 sides of the same coin 
2.3 Intentionally giving attention to both 
Worship and Service cannot be extricated from each other. You cannot have 1 without the 
other. Worship must always result in service and service if done correctly must always end in 
worship. 
 

The road to holiness necessarily passes through action… 
…Dag Hammarskjöld 

 
 
 
3. The 2 axes of the Cross 
3.1 Vertical - love of God 
3.2 Horizontal - love of neighbour 
3.3 Who is my neighbour? 
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In Jesus' day, there were 613 commandments in the Torah; 365 negative & 248 positive 
commandments. 
The Positive Commandments were those instructions to perform an act, whilst the Negative 
Commandments were those instructions to abstain from an act. 
There are 2 distinct commandments here; Love our God with all our hearts, & love our 
neighbour as ourselves; yet they go hand in hand! 
 
The first commandment means literally giving up whatever we are doing with our lives & 
following God! The cost is often ridicule & ostracism from peers! 
Who is our neighbour? 
Luke 10 explains this... 
A neighbour is NOT someone who looks like us! Think of someone we simply cannot stand nor 
like! Jesus chose the example of a Samaritan; someone who is not acceptable at all to the 
Jews! He couldn't have picked on a more appropriate example! 
 
Col 3:11 NIV 
11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 
free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
 
In Col 3:11, Paul goes on to close this gap even more by naming generic groups; including 
people who were considered barbarians to even barbarians (Scythian) & yet, he said there is 
no difference amongst all if Christ is in all of them....an appropriate example of neighbours 
indeed! 
Scythians were a nomadic tribe of people comprising various varieties of people with 
common practices but no common roots with each other. In biblical times, they were 
likened to an extreme form of barbarian; hence their reference here in Col 3:11. 
 
Neighbours are not simply people of our cultural equivalence! If this is what neighbours really 
are; then we are no different from our heathen friends! 
Our enemy IS our neighbour! This is a tricky notion because loving our enemy is simply not 
within our normal fibre! 
 
Conclusion 
Love God with all our Heart, Soul, and Strength. 
However, don't stop here; love our neighbour as we love ourselves. 
We are no more like God than when we give of ourselves to others! 
 
The holiest moment of the church service is the moment when God's people go 
out of the church door into the world to be the Church. ...Ernest Southeon 
 
Indeed, the holiest moment of the church is when the church transcends the confines of the 
church walls & brings the knowledge of God to the world beyond the church walls!!! Let’s  
activate ourselves to be THAT kind of church!!! 
 


