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Introduction  
The Christmas story is becoming jaded and we are 
becoming immune to this great story. 
How can we listen to this story with a renewed spirit and 
understand the real miracle behind it? 
 
Luke 2:25-32 NIV84 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous 
and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of 
the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as 
you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 
We say Jesus is our hope. Why do we need this hope? 
Our world is becoming large and people are doing things on their own accord. The world is 
steadily going downhill. It's not possible to find hope here... 
 
1. Why does Israel need deliverance? 

 
Luke 2:25 NASB 
And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous 
and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
 
Simeon knew Israel's history. Israel was plagued with grief and affliction and had been so 
for a very long time! He was sensitive to God’s promises. He could see the consolation of 
Israel. This consolation is referring to peace and comfort; a Messiah who will bring stability 
and peace in the midst of chaos...comfort in the midst of evil in the world. 

Mal 4:1-3 NASB 
“[a]For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every 
evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says the LORD of 
hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.” 2 “But for you who [b]fear My name, 
the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip 
about like calves from the stall. 3 You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes 
under the soles of your feet on the day [c]which I am preparing,” says the LORD of hosts. 

This word was given to Israel through the prophet and nothing happened for 400 years 
after that! 

 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mal%204:1-3%20&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23140a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mal%204:1-3%20&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23141b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mal%204:1-3%20&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23142c
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2. Who is the Messiah? 
 
Luk 2:26 NASB 
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord‟s [a]Christ. 

Christ here is the Messiah; a promised Deliverer. This someone will extricate us from our 
dire circumstances, and bail us out of our misery! 

3. What is the Hope for the World? 
 
Luk 2:30-32 NASB 
For my eyes have seen Your salvation, Which You have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, A LIGHT [a]

OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, 
And the glory of Your people Israel.” 
 
Simeon refers to Jesus as a Light; a salvation not just for one group but for all people. If He 
is to be Deliverer, He must be good for all people. These verses mention both Gentiles and 
Jew. This Deliverer is sufficient for all of us, all people, the world-at-large. This is the Hope 
that God Himself has given to us! 
 

Luk 15:17-19 NASB ( The Prodigal Son) 
But when he came to [a]his senses, he said, „How many of my father‟s hired men have more 
than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and 
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and [b]in your sight; 19 I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.”‟ 

This talks of a man who owns land and has 2 sons. The younger one asks for his inheritance 
and claims he has a plan for his life. It’s commonplace for inheritances to be issued only after a 
man dies, so here, the son asked for his before his father’s passing. As the story goes, we all 
know he squandered his money away and lost all hope. It was only at this lowest point in his 
life that he realized what his father had! 
 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luk%202:26%20&version=NASB#fen-NASB-25000a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luk%202:30-32%20&version=NASB#fen-NASB-25006a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luk%2015:17-19&version=NASB#fen-NASB-25606a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luk%2015:17-19&version=NASB#fen-NASB-25607b
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Conclusion 
What hope do you have? 
Do we need to live lives like this young man? 
Must we reach a low point in our lives before we realize that we have 
another option? 
 
Criminal offenses are paid for in time/blood. 
What currency do we have that we can use in payment for the evil and sins 
we have committed in life? 
 
This hope can only lie in Jesus Christ. He is the currency that is payment 
for our evil and sinful ways! This currency is the unmerited favor given to 
us freely by God to pay for our sins. 
In the face of hopelessness, Jesus is our currency that bails us out of our 
misery and sin. 
 
 

Some Food for Thought 
 
Luk 15:20-24 NASB 
 So he got up and came to [a]his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and felt compassion for him, and ran and [b]embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said 
to him, „Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.‟ 22 But the father said to his slaves, „Quickly bring out the best robe and put it 
on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, 
and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he 
was lost and has been found.‟ And they began to celebrate. 
 
What would happen if our Father were instead a judge and an accountant? What if the son’s 
father had asked him to repay everything he had squandered away before bailing him out? 
However, the father didn't do this, because in the father’s eyes, the account was fully settled! It 
was all accounted for and done with; he had the currency to save his son. 
 
…and so it is with our Heavenly Father, God! God has prepared the currency that will bring 
errant sons and daughters back into His folds. 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luk%2015:20-24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-25609a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luk%2015:20-24&version=NASB#fen-NASB-25609b

