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Introduction 
Last week, we looked at the security of our Master & His disciples. We saw how 
Jesus lived in the security of suffering, sacrifice & service. 
 
This week, we look at the lifestyle of Jesus today; a way of life & NOT a segment 
of His life. We say this because we have a tendency to compartmentalize our 
lives & see it as different fragments, Jesus didn't do this. 

Luke 4:1-13 NIV 
4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 
2 where for forty days he was tempted[a] by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at 
the end of them he was hungry.  
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: „Man shall not live on bread alone.‟[b]”  
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to 
me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.” 
8 Jesus answered, “It is written: „Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.‟[c]”  
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you 
are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:“„He will 
command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 11 they will lift you up in their 
hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.‟[d]”  
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: „Do not put the Lord your God to the test.‟[e]”  
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 

Jesus was literally working in the marketplace. He knew his neighbours & the people in the 
workplace. He was active in the marketplace. This was His background activity before He 
began His public ministry. This verse doesn't speak of stature, but rather of the 
homework/groundwork we need to do before we acquire our Divine stature. 

Luke 3:22 NIV 

22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 

heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  

The word Son is explained in Greek as Huios referring to a matured son who is able to take 

over the business of the Father. 
 

Greek Huios = Bearing the same nature of or likeness to the father; 
possessing (legal) right to the father’s inheritance. 
 
God's business here is to save the world, grabbing His people back from the pits of hell. 
 
Immature children of God argue over trivial things in life& cannot surrender their lives to God. 
They engage in theological discussions without taking ownership of their lives. In other words, 
they engage in worthless & time-wasting activities. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204:1-13%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25066a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204:1-13%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25068b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204:1-13%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25072c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204:1-13%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25075d
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204:1-13%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25076e
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Sometimes it’s dangerous to ask God what He wants of us. We must be vision-led, can 
recognise the Kingdom of God & know how to look for it to see how it's really like, or we might 
just end up looking at the wrong model altogether! 
 
 

What kind of lifestyle does a Huios (matured Son) have? 

What disposition or attitude should matured sons & daughters of God have? 
 

1. Luke 4:1 NIV 

4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, 
 

Obedience to God's Word (words full & led). 

These words aptly speak of Obedience. 
Without obedience, we are constantly at battle within ourselves whether to listen or 
to follow. The last question we have in our minds will be: "What would Jesus Do?" 
Often, the answer to this question does not come immediately. It requires dogged 
patience to wait for God to act when we ask Him of something. 
Obedience is a reflection of a Matured Son of God! 

 
2. Luke 4:3 NIV 

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
 

Dependence on God's Word (It is Written).  

 
This verse answers 2 questions:  

 
2.1 Do you believe? 
2.2 Do you know?  

 
The evil one challenges us in the very area of our sonship, just like this verse 
describes, because the devil knows that when we become fully matured sons of 
God, we will conquer the world & nothing can stop us!  

 
Dependence is trusting God because we have a mental understanding of God & His 
nature.  
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George Muller (1805-1898) 
Here was man who built orphanages without uttering a word of what he was 
undergoing or suffering. Before he did, there were hundreds if not thousands of 
street children. The orphanages gave these children a place where their needs could 
be met in ways other than begging or theft. He lived on daily faith & belief that 
something would happen the following day & fill up his empty shelves with food for 
the orphans. 
 
As a young man he was impressed by a chance meeting with a missionary couple 
whose philosophy was that God will provide for His work. They stepped out in 
obedience knowing that God could be trusted to supply the needs when the needs 
hit. 
 
This impressed George Muller enough that he operated the orphanages with this 
heart attitude. He took all needs before God in prayer and trusted God to provide.  
 
Once there was no milk for the children's breakfast. George Muller went to God in 
prayer and expressed the children's immediate need. Minutes after that there was 
someone at the door. A milk truck had broken down right in front of the orphanage 
and couldn't be repaired in time to deliver the milk. The orphanage was offered the 
milk so it wouldn't be wasted - answered prayer.  

 
When God's people are willing to take risks for God, we will lead our lives differently 
& do the things He has planned for us & do great things.  

 
3. Luke 4:8 NIV 

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: „Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.‟[a]” 
 

The correct Attitude for God; possessing an attitude of worship & service to God.  

 
Luke 4:3, 5-7 NIV 
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
 
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms 
of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it 
has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it 
will all be yours.” 
 
If we cannot see what the kingdom of God is like, then the devil will paint another 
picture & derail us in our faith.  

 
We live on earth, but there is a Kingdom of God which we must jointly, as Matured 
Sons of God help to build.  

 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204:8%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25072a
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Prayer of John Wesley 

I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, 

exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

thou art mine, and I am thine. 

So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 

(as used in the Book of Offices of the British Methodist Church, 1936). 

Ex 3:12 NIV 
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who 
have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you[a] will worship 
God on this mountain. ” 

4. Luke 4:9-12 NIV 
 

9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it 
is written: “„He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 
11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a 
stone.‟[a]”  
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: „Do not put the Lord your God to the test.‟[b]”  

Trust God in our actions. 

This speaks literally of walking our talk. 
Don't test God!  

 
How shallow we are sometimes: 
…when we feel there is a need to be specially qualified to serve God. 
…when we think there is NO NEED to train in righteousness in order to serve God. 
…if we think God has put us into cold-storage & thrown us aside.  
 
Instead, what we actually need to do is...  
…Deny ourselves & follow God daily. Value not only our earthly lives, but our eternal 
lives as well. Jesus stood in this stature, by trusting God in all His actions. Are we 
able to do what Jesus did?  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex%203:12%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1592a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204:9-12%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25075a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204:9-12%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25076b
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DL Moody 
If this world is going to be reached, I am convinced that it must be done by men 

& women of average talent.  
 

Conclusion 
John 17:26 NIV 
26 I have made you[a] known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the 
love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 

John 17:12-13 NIV 
12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by[a] that name you gave me. 
None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.  
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may 
have the full measure of my joy within them. 
 
Jesus knew that the father-son relationship would enable Him to live the true lifestyle; one filled 
with the Spirit, experiencing God's liberating & reconciliatory presence. We Can Too!  
 

I Surrender All! 
Amen… 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017:26%20%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26786a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017:12-13%20%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26772a

