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Introduction 
Last week we spoke of 3 points.  
1. Gospel preaching is a matter of life and death. 
Church cannot survive unless it preaches the 
gospel. 
 
2. Since God's salvation is accomplished, why are there still unsaved? 
God's salvation is accomplished and he awaits us to spread this gospel 
message. 
In our guiding vision, we have seen who are the desperate who need help; 
the poor, the sick & the underprivileged. 
 
3. We have to bear the cost of bringing the gospel message to our loved 
ones. 
What is this cost we have borne? 
In the 11am congregation, there were 277 returns. They're asked if their 
family members were saved. 19% said yes. That means 81% aren't saved. 
This also means we have a very big harvesting field! 
 
Let’s bear the cost for our kindred! 
 
James 1:19-25 NIV84 
My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow 
to become angry, for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word 
planted in you, which can save you. 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who 
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 
and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the 
man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not 
forgetting what he has heard, but doing it–he will be blessed in what he does. 
 
There are 2 types of TV commercials. 
1. Those commercials to promote products or services. 
2. Those commercials for the purpose of public education. Various authorities use these to 
educate the public, like drunken drinking, gambling addiction, mozzie breeding etc... 
 
Our God speaks to us and if we are willing, He speaks to us even whilst we watch TV!  
God uses what we watch on TV to send messages to us! In the old testament, God often 
asked the prophets of old "What do you see?" 
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Recall the advert of a group of friends bowling and suddenly the alley was thrown into 
darkness? 
At this point, someone picks up a bowling ball, rolls it down the lane, the lights come back on, 
and it was a blind person who had dropped all the bowling pins. 
 
It's pretty mind blowing since we are often blind in darkness, but the blind do well in it. 
 
The other advert is about passion through 3 characters, a musician, a sculptor and an athlete. 
Their tools catch fire as they go about their trades, depicting the passion they had in what they 
did! 
 
Today we talk about vision and passion. 
 
1. No vision and lack of Passion 
Eyesight with no vision is indeed very pitiful. 
Musicians who have no passion, cannot produce great music. 
Athletes without passion will break no records... 
 
Where is our passion today? 
James is speaking to the Jewish nation asking them to get rid of moral filth and evil. 
 
Our heart cannot be gentle if it isn't humble. 
Our attitudes are very important! In Micah 8, God tells His people what He required of them, to 
walk gently and humbly. 
 
When James wrote this passage, he probably realised what Jesus was talking about when He 
spoke about the seed and how it grows. That is why he asked us to throw away all moral filth, 
to enable the seed in us to grow and do so correctly. 
 
2. Accept the Word planted you 
God has given us a contrasting life and community, but this requires the word of God to 
nurture. It’s not enough just to see this vision, but to receive it with a humble and gentle heart. 
 
3. Let’s turn our visions into action. 
We cannot become like people who look into the mirror, and after moving away from it, cannot 
recall what they saw in the mirror! We need to actualize the Vision planted in us! 
 
It doesn't matter how long we've been Christians. We've probably heard lots of messages, but 
what really matters is how much of this is put into action. We are full of facts in the head, but 
we don't always work on these principles. 
 
  



Sermon 28 Oct 2012: Walking with God's Vision for Us, Vision to Action 
Challenge 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 3 of 3 

 

We need words and action together. 
Our vision is that of a tree planted by streams of water, that survives all weather and bears fruit 
in season. 
In Christ, we will thrive. Separated from Him, we are history! 
 
James tells us that one who hears the Word does it better than one who doesn't! Whatever he 
does is blessed and will be fruitful. 
 

Conclusion 
Let’s manifest the life that is in us, showing the community we are in that 
we are a contrasting community! 
 


