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Introduction	   
In reflection of 2012, we look at this anchor for the 
last sermon of the year. 
Home is where the heart is. Home is defined as a 
place where we can chill out. It’s a refuge and a 
place of rest. It’s a place where our deepest 
desires can be expressed. It’s where we can be 
ourselves. 
 
Luke 2:41-52 NKJV 
His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when He was 
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. When they 
had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And 
Joseph and His mother did not know it; but supposing Him to have been in the company, they 
went a day’s journey, and sought Him among  their  relatives and acquaintances. So when 
they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. Now so it was that after three 
days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them 
and asking them questions. And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and 
answers. So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why 
have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” And He said to 
them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s 
business?”  But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them. Then He went 
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these 
things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 
men. 
 
Whats Happening in my Father's House? 
 
1. Being Present in His house 

 
Luke 2:43 
43 After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 
 
In this passage, this is what Jesus is trying to express when He said He was in His Father's 
House. 
Mary knew that Jesus was obedient to His parents. Jesus grew up well with His earthly 
parents. He was also telling His parents that He did not have earthly parents, and that He 
needed to tune in to His Father &  find out what He had to do with His life thereafter. He 
was telling them who His heavenly Father was and how He had to relate to Him. 

 
It’s obvious in these passages that Mary and Joseph obeyed God and went to Jerusalem to 
attend a feast in the temple & they received a blessing there. 

 
Note: Obedience Always Precedes Blessings 
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2. Being Engaged in His House 
 
Luke 2:46 
46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening 
to them and asking them questions. 
 
Jesus was in the temple & He was fully engaged with the teachers of the law there. He was 
listening and asking questions in developing a knowledge and faith of who and what God 
is. 
Likewise in church, we need to be fully engaged. We need to get involved; actively involved 
and not just physically present in church. We can no longer treat church-attendance as a 
passive exercise! 

 
 
3. Prioritising the Father 

 
Luke 2:49 
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 
house?” 
 
We need to priorities our Father's business. 
 
John 17:3-4 NASB 
3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, [a]having accomplished the work which You 
have given Me to do. 

 
Jesus was near the end of His ministry, and here, Jesus says that He has to accomplish 
the works the Father had given him. 
 
John 17:6-8 NASB 
6 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were 
Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they have come to 
know that everything You have given Me is from You; 8 for the words which You gave Me I 
have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from 
You, and they believed that You sent Me. 
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So what is our Father's business? 
 
3.1 He manifested Gods Name 
This speaks of a lifestyle He undertook. He lived out the Father's Name. His lifestyle 
reflected His Father's Name. He represented God to the people around Him. He acted out 
God to the people He encountered. 

 
3.2 He manifested Gods Name to the men God gave Him. 
It’s non-discriminatory here, but this is referring to the 12 men Jesus was given by God out 
of the world. God gave these 12 to Jesus, not because they were perfect or excellent men, 
but the key here is they were given by the Father to Jesus. 

 
It's not by our choice, but by the choice of God that people come into our midst. This 
speaks of ownership belonging to the Father. We are stewards of our Father's gifts. This 
also tells us that there is no sure-fire formula here. 

 
Point here is whoever God sends our way, God owns them & our stewardship is to make 
these men obey God through the manifestation of God in our own lives. 

3.3 Key word here is Know 
 
Know in Greek is referred to as ginosko, meaning to learn to know, come to know, get a 
knowledge of, to perceive or feel  

Every disciple of Jesus did what God wanted and Jesus did. They 'knew' what to do. They 
'received' (Elabon) from Jesus what God told Him. 
This knowledge is intimate understanding borne out of interaction and understanding of 
each other. It's spiritual downloading of the leader and an active receipt of this 
information/life from the leader. 

 
The disciples believed (Pisteuo: to think to be true; to be persuaded of, to place 
confidence in) that God sent Jesus. 
The world believes people in power, people with lofty positions and titles. 
This is not the case here. Here, it’s the essence of the man that causes the people to follow 
Him. The disciples took a step of faith not only in the man, but also the faith in the fact that 
He was sent by the Father. 

 
Question here we need to ask ourselves is: 
Are we in our Father's House doing our Father's thing? 
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The Father's House is lived out IN us and THROUGH us 
 
Luke 2:51 (NASB) 
51 And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in subjection to 
them; and His mother treasured all these [a]things in her heart. 
 
 
Everyone has 3 relational needs; Unity, Fellowship and Intimacy. 
 
1. Unity: Studies show this involves 70 or more people. 
Name recall is quite difficult in situations with more than 70 people! 
 
2. Fellowship: Between 17-70 people. 
This is a level of fellowship where name recall is still possible. 
 
3. Intimacy: Between 7-17 people. 
This is the Inner-circle of fellowship. 
 
 
Conclusions 
3 Priorities in SKMC 
 
1. Sunday Morning - Celebration Service. 
This is Unity (>70 people). 
 
2. ABF (17-70) 
The platform here for discussion or fellowship is the ABF (Bible study and 
fellowship) 
 
3. Cell Group (7-17 people) 
This is Intimacy; where people in the group are able to share intimate 
details of their lives with one another without threat or discomfort. 
 
4. Service in One Area. 
We need to come together in the Father's House. 
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Closing verses 
 
John 16:1-4 
“These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 2 [a]They will make 
you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think 
that he is offering service to God. 3 These things they will do because they have not known the 
Father or Me. 4 But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you 
[b]may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you at the beginning, 
because I was with you. 
 
This is God’s call for us. It’s not an attractive picture. Things will get tough if we do God’s 
bidding. These are life's realities. So it really starts in our hearts. 
	  


