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Introduction 
The call of God for us is to establish a contagious love for the world that 
reaches out to the world. 
 
Last week, we looked at our love and relationship with one another and 
how much we need each other. This family is started by God, not us. 
God has called us into this family. When we become a family and our 
relationship with each other becomes a matter of life and death, then the 
words we speak carry life and lives are changed. We then truly become a 
people who respond to the call of God on our lives. 
 
Isaiah 49:1-13 NIV84 
Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations:  Before I was born the Lord called 
me; from my birth he has made mention of my name. He made my mouth like a sharpened 
sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a polished arrow, and 
concealed me in his quiver. He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will 
display my splendour.” But I said, “I have laboured to no purpose; I have spent my strength 
in vain and for nothing.  Yet what is due me is in the Lord's hand, and my reward is with my 
God.” And now the Lord says— he who formed me in the womb to be his servant. to bring 
Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself,  for I am honoured in the eyes of the Lord 
and my God has been my strength— he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my 
servant. to restore the tribes of Jacob. and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also 
make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”. 
This is what the Lord says— the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel—. to him who was 
despised and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers: “Kings will see you and rise 
up, princes will see and bow down, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of 
Israel, who has chosen you.” This is what the Lord says: “In the time of my favour I will 
answer you, and in the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you and will make you to 
be a covenant for the people, to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances, 
to say to the captives, ‘Come out,’ and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!’ “They will feed 
beside the roads and find pasture on every barren hill. They will neither hunger nor thirst, 
nor will the desert heat or the sun beat upon them. He who has compassion on them will 
guide them and lead them beside springs of water. I will turn all my mountains into roads, 
and my highways will be raised up. See, they will come from afar—some from the north, 
some from the west, some from the region of Aswan.” 
Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice, O earth; burst into song, O mountains! For the Lord 
comforts his people and will have compassion on his afflicted ones. 
 
We are lighthouses to the world. But it’s really not an attraction to a beautiful lighthouse we 
should concern ourselves with. Any attraction to the lighthouse often takes place at the 
darkest hour, and in a moment of desperation. If we are always in the light, then, there is no 
reason to look at the lighthouse. It’s when life is dark that the lighthouse brings life-saving 
light; very much like the lighthouses we know at sea. 
 
Noteworthy of mention is also that there is always a house/hut next to every lighthouse and 
the lighthouse keeper lives there. He is constantly looking to the light for instructions as well 
as to plan his next move.  
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How should we relate / connect to the world around us?  
 
1. We are Formed to bring Restoration (Isa 49:1-5)  
1 Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the LORD 
called me;  
from my birth he has made mention of my name. 2 He made my mouth like a sharpened 
sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a polished arrow and 
concealed me in his quiver.  
3 He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 4 But I 
said, “I have labored to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. Yet 
what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.”  
5 And now the LORD says— he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring 
Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD 
and my God has been my strength—  
 
Gods Strategy for Restoration 
 
1.1  Matt 1:23 
23 “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel”[a]—which means, “God with us.” 
 
1.2 Mk 10:25 
25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
1.3 1 Pet 3:21-22  
21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from 
the body but the pledge[a] of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with 
angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 
 
This strategy is something we must recognise. Then world thinks of a strategy as a plan; 
something we need to do! However, God’s strategy is really not a what/something, but a 
who/someone! It’s Jesus Himself. This is Not a Chess Game & WE are not the chess 
players moving our own pieces. We must allow Jesus, the Priest to come into us, and move 
us.  
(Heb 10:11-12): 11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; 
again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when 
this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God. 
 
The strategy of God is that HE has made us to do what He planned for us from the very 
beginning. It’s done! Jesus accomplished this when He paid the price for us on the cross. 
Without Jesus, there is No Strategy. 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt%201:23&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-23168a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Pet%203:21-22%20&version=NIV1984#fen-NIV1984-30430a
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2. Restoration is based on Covenant (Isa 49:8) 
8 This is what the LORD says: “In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in the day of 

salvation I will help you; I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the 

people, to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances,  
 

The 4 wills 
I will answer you in a time of favour and 

I will help you in the day of salvation and 

I will keep you, and 

I will appoint you to BE A COVENANT for the people, to restore the land, to make 

them possess the desolate inheritance.  
 

The key here is not to make a covenant with the people, but the Master 

Strategist has planned for us to BE a covenant to the people.  
 
2 Cor 3:3 
3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink 
but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 
 
We are the people whose hearts contain the Covenant Mediator. We Are the Tablets 
inscribed with the Covenant! We bring restoration to the people. 
Restoration can only be based on the covenant; it’s not dependent on whether people like 
us or listen to us. Our job is to bring the knowledge of the gospel and Jesus to people and 
let the COVENANT in us do the rest.  
 
3. The Covenant is to bring Blessings (Isa 49:9-10) 
9 to say to the captives, ‘Come out,’ and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!’ “They will feed 

beside the roads and find pasture on every barren hill. 10 They will neither hunger nor thirst, 

nor will the desert heat or the sun beat upon them. He who has compassion on them will 

guide them and lead them beside springs of water.  

2 Cor 5:20 
20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
 
We have the covenant in us. We have to bring the blessings to the people. We are the 
ambassadors of God.  
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Conclusion 
If we don't tell the world, Who Would?  
 
Luk 16:19-30 
There is a chasm far too wide to cross! 
This parable mirrors us. We all wish there was someone to go out there 
to do it! v31 tells us that people want to see evidence of what we preach. 
Once we die or after other people die, it’s too late to come back and tell 
them. By the time this happens, a wide chasm will separate us that is 
both too late and too wide to cross. We need to tell people about God 
NOW!  
 
Matt 13:44-46 
There is a treasure too valuable to give up. Is Jesus our treasure?  
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Parting Story 
William Cowper (1731-1800) had just been promised a post as Clerk of the Journal to the House of 
Lords, but was dismayed upon learning he would have to undergo a public examination in the 
House before beginning his duties. As the moment of the examination drew near, he decided to end 
his dilemma by committing suicide. 
 
He thought of throwing himself into a ditch in a field, when the thought hit him that alternatively, he 
could actually flee the country. Whilst packing to flee the country, he suddenly stopped a coach, & 
asked the driver to drive him to the wharf so he could throw himself into the river. Upon reaching the 
wharf, he saw a porter sitting on some goods & he felt it wouldn’t do him justice to kill himself so 
publicly. He returned to his coach which then took him to the Temple where he tried to poison 
himself by drinking laudanum (a concoction of Herbs & Opium), but each time he brought the goblet 
to his mouth, he was hit by muscular spasms. 
 
Finally he went back to his room where he hung a garter on the frame of his bed & used it to hang 
himself. He was actually successful for a little while until the garter snapped & sent him reeling to 
the floor, alive again! 
 
After so many failed attempts at his own life & having recovered from this ‘temporary madness’, 
Cowper realised that God could erase the stain of any sin! What a revelation! 
 
The inspiration for this song came from this experience! 
 
There is a fountain filled with Blood 
 
There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 
Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 

The dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day; 
And there have I, though vile as he, washed all my sins away. 
Washed all my sins away, washed all my sins away; 
And there have I, though vile as he, washed all my sins away. 

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood shall never lose its power 
Till all the ransomed church of God be saved, to sin no more. 
Be saved, to sin no more, be saved, to sin no more; 
Till all the ransomed church of God be saved, to sin no more. 

E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, and shall be till I die. 
And shall be till I die, and shall be till I die; 
Redeeming love has been my theme, and shall be till I die. 

Then in a nobler, sweeter song, I’ll sing Thy power to save, 
When this poor lisping, stammering tongue lies silent in the grave. 
Lies silent in the grave, lies silent in the grave; 
When this poor lisping, stammering tongue lies silent in the grave. 

Lord, I believe Thou hast prepared, unworthy though I be, 
For me a blood bought free reward, a golden harp for me! 
’Tis strung and tuned for endless years, and formed by power divine, 
To sound in God the Father’s ears no other name but Thine. 


