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Introduction 
Easter is a day of celebration & we celebrate for 2 main reasons: 
 
1. We are done with the 40 days of co-visioned prayer. We thank God 

that His faithfulness is seen in these 40 days of vision-sharing. 
We need to follow God, and not just by coming for service or the 
worship. Our lives must be transformed so that God can come into 
our midst and intervene in our lives. 

 
2. God is the reason for our excitement. Easter is a reminder that God is 

alive! We are all here because Jesus is alive and if we recognize this 
fact, then we must go out there and tell everyone that Jesus is alive. 
Death is real. We are surrounded by it. 105 people die every 5 mins. 2 
people die every second. Each year, 55.3 million people die. It is 
unavoidable and inevitable. It’s a route all men must take. However 
much we love anybody, that person will eventually die on us; but 
then, there is a spiritual reality in this stark eventually....Jesus met us 
there! God did not choose to let us die, but He made it a point of 
meeting us there at death by dying Himself. He died for the ungodly. 
We could say God met us halfway. 

 
 
Luke 23:26-46 NIV 
As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 
country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of 
people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said 
to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your 
children.  For the time will come when you will say, 'Blessed are the childless women, the 
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!'  Then "'they will say to the 
mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the hills, "Cover us!"'  For if people do these things when the 
tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?"  Two other men, both criminals, were also led 
out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him 
there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, "Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing."  And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is God's Messiah, the Chosen One." The soldiers also 
came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, "If you are the king of the 
Jews, save yourself." There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the 
jews . One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Messiah? 
Save yourself and us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, 
"since you are under the same sentence? 
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We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 
nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
Jesus answered him, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise."  It was now about 
noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped 
shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, 
"Father, into your hands I commit my spirit."  When he had said this, he breathed his last. 
 
Luke 24:1-6a NKJV 
Now on the first  day  of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain  other women  
with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. But they found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb. Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood 
by them in shining garments. Then, as they were afraid and bowed  their  faces to the earth, 
they said to them, Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen! 
Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 
 
Romans 6:5-11 NIV84 
If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him 
in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin– because anyone who has 
died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
These verses bring us to the fact that it’s important to realize Christ actually died on the Cross 
& was subsequently resurrected. 
 
1. Completeness of Christ's death 

In Jewish tradition, it takes 3 days to confirm someone's death. Old Judaic customs 
established clinical death after 3 days because the Jews believed that the soul hovered 
over the body for 3 days until the physical face became unrecognizably distorted due to 
deterioration, following which, the soul abandons the body permanently. 
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John 2:13-21 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 
exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, 
both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s 
house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.”[a] 18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove 
your authority to do all this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 
again in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you 
are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body.  
 
Jesus was referring to the temple of His Body in these verses. He indeed died. Eyewitnesses 
were around at that time to attest to His death. 
 
Historians say 1 Cor was written in 55AD. It coincides with the death of Jesus.  His death and 
resurrection cannot be denied nor refuted. It was recorded and witnesses could attest to its 
authenticity. 
 
Rom 6:6-7 
6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be 
done away with,[a] that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died 
has been set free from sin. 
 
1.1 Jesus died completely so that sin would no longer be our master. 

Condemned convicts are executed and they die for their own sins. Jesus died once for 
all. He was sinless, yet He died to atone for our sins. 

 
However, if Jesus’ death bore no consequence, it would have no purpose! 

 
Rom 6:9-10 
9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. 
 
1.2 Jesus died and in doing so, attained mastery over death… 

For us, so we don’t need to die all over again. If we live our lives in God, death has no 
dominion over us! 
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Rom 6:4 
4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
 
Gal 5:1 
1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
 
1.3 Jesus died and resurrected to give us new life. 

 
Rom 6:11 
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
He bought us a life of freedom through His death and resurrection. 
This is a call to all men; to live lives in God. 

 
 
2. What does it mean to live lives in God? 

 
2.1 To live Contrasting lives. 

This refers to a life different from those around us. 
This is living a life revolving around God. Such people are fruitful in season and 
constantly attract the attention of people around them. 

 
 
2.2 To live as a Contrasting Community 

It’s not just living a contrasting community in church, but outside the church as well. 
When we take on the priorities in Christ, we become a Contrasting Community. People 
see us as a community of people who are different because we live a lifestyle that is 
different from them; a lifestyle that reflects God-centred priorities! 

 
 
2.3 To take on a Contrasting Mission 

This means to make use of our resources to help people in any way we can! 
This means accepting all kinds of people into our folds without undue discrimination! 

 
 
Studies have shown that the biggest fear (amongst believers) is not getting acceptance from 
the world, but from the church itself. It’s always easier to get strangers to accept us for what 
we are (they don’t know our history & background), but our biggest problem is what the people 
in church who know us best will think of us and how they can learn to accept us. The same 
principle applies to us when we embark on a mission to accept others into our community! 
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Conclusion 
 
Rom 6:5-8 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body ruled by sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 
because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him.  
 
1. Have we died with Christ and united with Him. Are we united as a 
contrasting community / people of God? 
 
Rom 6:4,10 
4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
 
2. Are we willing to live new lives in Christ? 
If we live new lives, we will see life differently. We will see suffering as 
temporal and our hope will be on Jesus. There will be very little in life that 
will disappoint us. 
 


