
The Blessing of God - His Saints 
in His Glory

Ephesians 1: -23



God, and His Saints – in His Glory

The church at Ephesus - the church we never 
see 

The Message of Ephesians - the truth of 
Worthiness



God, and His Saints – in His Glory

Central Truth: 

• God in Christ is actively doing for and in us 
everything involved in the practise of 
resurrection – We just have to do one thing – 
RECEIVE.



Introduction
We are “LOST in the cosmos”, but God is at work 
within the cosmos. 

! Sin has brought with it the Spiritual, disease 
of alienation - separation from God. 

! We don’t know who or where we are. We don’t 
know where we’ve come from or where we’re 
going We are “disoriented in the church”, but 
God is at work within the church. 

Impersonalization



Introduction
We are “DISORIENTED"in the church”, but God 
is at work within the church. 

! We keep God safely in reserve on the 
sidelines while we do as we please with all the 

little stuff.



1. We, begin with God

a. Paul restores our God-orientation 
with SEVEN verbal rockets. Each verb 
is an antidote to our lostness and all 
these verbs have a destination: God’s 
Glory. Celebration. Praise.



1. We, begin with God
i. BLESSED. God is actively pouring Himself 
out for us. 

BLESSED  be  the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has BLESSED us with every 
spiritual BLESSING in the heavenly  places  in 
Christ, (Ephesians 1:3 NASB) 

The being of God is expressed  

in the action of God. 



1. We, begin with God
ii. CHOSE. We are not invisible or ignored. 
We are chosen. We’re in, on what God is 
doing. 

For he CHOSE us in him before the creation 
of the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. In love (Ephesians 1:4 NIV) 

• not being chosen means not useful, not good, not 
worthy enough 

• we react...physically, behaviourally, 



1. We, begin with God
iii. DESTINED. Life isn’t random. It’s 
intentional. In God, we have a destiny, we 
simply receive it. 

He predestined us to adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will,  to the praise of the glory 
of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us 
in the Beloved. (Ephesians 1:5, 6 NASB)

now we are appointed...literally to set a limit to 
mark a boundary 



1. We, begin with God
iv. BESTOWED. We are utterly 
drenched in grace. God is in action 
and is describe as “grace.” 

to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
which He freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. (Ephesians 1: 6 NASB)

For of His fullness we have all received, and 
grace upon grace. (John 1:16 NASB)



1. We, begin with God
v. LAVISHED. God doesn’t scrimp. “Lavish” 
is one of Paul’s favorite words to describe 
the over-the-top abundance of God’s gracing 

In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace  which 
He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 
(Ephesians 1:7, 8 NASB) 

"Lavish" is used widely by Paul, 45/90 x.



1. We, begin with God
vi. MADE KNOWN. God doesn’t keep us in the 
dark. He’s let us in on what He’s doing, His 
purposes and methods. This isn’t head 
knowledge, but knowing for wise living. 

which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and 
insight  He MADE KNOWN to us the mystery of 
His will, according to His kind intention which 
He purposed in Him (Ephesians 1:8, 9 NASB)

if a mystery is made known is it still a mystery?

"something more like the 
inside story of the way 
God does things that 

bring us into the story"

ALL WISDOM AND INSIGHT = Truth assimilated and 
digested



1. We, begin with God
vii. GATHERED UP. We are connected to 
Christ like a body to its head. 

with a view to an administration suitable to 
the fullness of the times,  that is,  the summing 
up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens 
and things on the earth. In Him (Ephesians 
1:10 NASB) 

Christ is mentioned 11x fm v1-10 with 
matching pronouns linking us.



1. We, begin with God

b. Baptism defines us, gives us an 
identity. We are baptized into the 
operations of the Trinity. 

Baptism is a submission to the 
blessings of God.



2. Saints aren’t necessarily PIOUS and the resurrection 
LIFE is easy to be right on top of and never see it.

a. Paul’s word for Jesus followers is “Saints” not 
“Christians”. A common word for all who are in 
Christ, not just the spiritual elite. A word to 
speak the truth of who we really are – God’s 
people – in a world that steadfastly ignores this 
primary reality about us. 

b. We are defined not by what we do for God, 
but by what God does in and for us.  

Piety(religious actions) comes from us. 

Holiness comes from God.



3. PRAYER reorients us to the primacy of 
God’s presence and action in our lives.

a. Prayer is the primary language we use in practicing 
resurrection, growing up in Christ, and taking God and 
ourselves seriously. 

b. Prayer is the act and the acts that bring everything together 
in attention and offering to God.

Written with an initial captial-Prayer- we have a generic 
term for any process or activity qualified by a living 

relationship between souls and God.  it not only embraces 
all the usual division of prayer....but all such works, arts, 
and moral acts which truly spring from our communion 

with God.   
Prayer, quite simply is the total experience of the Christian 

man and woman....Martin Thornton



Conclusion

Resurrection is an immense and glorious 
mountain. But the practice resurrection is not 
climbing the mountain. All the immensity and 
glory are under our feet – It is here. We are on 
it. It is under our feet.



Prayer
Glorious Father, God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so 
that we may know You better. May the eyes of our 
hearts be enlightened in order that we may know 
the hope to which You have called us, the riches of 
Your glorious inheritance in Your people, and 
Your incomparably great power for us who 
believe — the same power as the mighty strength 
You exerted when You raised Christ from the 
dead and seated Him at Your right hand in the 
heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, 
power and dominion, and every name that can be 
invoked, not only in the present age but also in the 
one to come. Amen.


