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Introduction 
Last week we talked about those 
who anyhow speak and anyhow 
listen. 
We finished with the fact that all we 
need is an undivided heart. 
This is so that we don't become 
distracted in our focus. 
These days it's so easy with all the 
technology and gadgets we are 
constantly surrounded by. 
 
Galatians 1:11-24 NIV 
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. I 
did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from 
Jesus Christ.  For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I 
persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. I was advancing in Judaism beyond 
many of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my 
fathers.  But  when  God,  who  set  me  apart  from  my  mother’s  womb and called me by his 
grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, 
my immediate response was not to consult any human being. I did not go up to Jerusalem 
to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to 
Damascus.  Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas 
and stayed with him fifteen days. I saw none of the other apostles—only  James,  the  Lord’s  
brother. I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie.  Then I went to Syria 
and Cilicia. I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only 
heard  the  report:  “The  man  who  formerly  persecuted  us  is  now  preaching  the  faith  he  once  
tried  to  destroy.”  And  they praised God because of me. 
 
1. What is the true gospel?  
 
Gal 1:11-12 ESV 
11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not 
man's gospel.[a] 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it 
through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
Last week we looked at people. This week, we look at the Word. 
The gospel that Jesus preached is not based on Judaism. It proclaims the good news that 
the kingdom of God is drawing near. 
God is challenging us with differing thoughts here. It brings us to a place that causes us to 
re-examine the gospel of God. It causes us to come deeper into the knowledge of God. The 
lack of depth, and the lack of scripture experience causes us to feel inadequate when 
talking to people about God. 
 
The gospel also proclaims that in Jesus, the kingdom of God is fully manifested, and by His 
humiliation and exaltation is set forth a Messiah, Lord and Son of God. 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%201:11-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29052a
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Gal 2:16 ESV 
16 yet we know that a person is not justified[a] by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 
 
We cannot gain salvation by working on it to get God's justification. It is only through Jesus 
Christ that we can gain salvation. We are justified by faith, not by works or law. 

Salvation is not just so that when we die, we go to heaven. 
 
Gal 5:1 
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 
of slavery. 
We need to re-examine and re-evaluate our lives and ask ourselves what we are doing with 
our own lives. We all have this tendency to do our own thing, relegating the things of God 
into second priority. After awhile, we realize we become bound by the very things we chose 
to do in the first place! 
 
Eph 6:11-14 
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand 
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, 
We often don't enjoy victory in life because we only look at the problems. We feel we have 
been taken hostage, but we are really responsible as the hostage-takers because we allow 
ourselves to be taken captive by the things we deem to be more important in our lives than 
God. 
The good news only happens when we start to embrace it in our lives. We are not asked to 
look for the schemes of the devil. We are asked to look for God and this will enable us to 
stand firm in the face of the enemy onslaught. 
 
We are often asked to put off our yolks, but very often, we unconsciously put the yolk of 
slavery back on because we do our own selfish thing.  
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal%202:16%20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29081a
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2. Results of the true gospel (v13-24)  

Gal 1:13-24 ESV 

13 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 
violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own 
age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But 
when he who had set me apart before I was born,[a] and who called me by his grace, 16 was 
pleased to reveal his Son to[b] me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did 
not immediately consult with anyone;[c] 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him 
fifteen days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 20 (In 
what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria 
and Cilicia. 22 And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 
23 They only were hearing it said,  “He  who  used  to  persecute  us  is  now  preaching  the  faith  
he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they glorified God because of me. 

 
2.1 Aligned to true destiny 
 
Gal 1:15-16 ESV 
15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born,[a] and who called me by his grace, 
16 was pleased to reveal his Son to[b] me, in order that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; 
 
Psalm 139:16 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of 
them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 
 
God has already planned our destinies and we need to walk in the ways that allow us to tap 
onto the knowledge of these destinies so that we know where we are supposed to go. 
 
Gal 4:5-7 ESV 
5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba!  Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
God. 
 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal%201:13-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29056a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal%201:13-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29057b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal%201:13-24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29057c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal%201:15-16&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29056a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal%201:15-16&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29057b
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Alignment means knowing what we are supposed to do and doing it. This is the true gospel 
for us. It frees us from working to get justification for our salvation. We stop being slaves to 
the people and things around us. We become sons and daughters of God. Alignment to our 
true destiny will make it possible to recognise who we really are in God. 
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2.2 Visible change in lifestyle 
 
Acts 7:58 ESV 
58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
 
These verses look at the change in Saul, a church-ravager who started off a hardened 
persecutor of believers, underwent a turnaround change & who was later to become Paul 
as we know. 

Gal 1:23 ESV 
23 They only were  hearing  it  said,  “He  who  used  to  persecute  us  is  now  preaching  the  faith  
he once tried to destroy.” 

A distinct result of knowing the true gospel is that our lifestyles will undergo visible change.  
 
 
Conclusion 
Is the true gospel in your life? 
What is your testimony?  
 
Gal 4:19-20 ESV 
19 my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in 
you! 20 I wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, for I am perplexed 
about you. 
 
This is a frustration that Paul describes. He languishes in the frustration that after he 
introduced the gospel to the people, they turn around and go back to their old ways. These 
people never lived the true gospel! 
 
1 John 4:13, 17, 18  
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, 
because as he is so also are we in this world. 
18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 

 


