
Sermon 10 March 2013: The Blessing of God, Grace and Good Works 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 1 of 4 

 

Introduction 
When we talk about practicing resurrection, we have to 
remember it begins with God and His resurrection. It begins 
really at the mouth of the tomb, but the sad thing is most 
people stay at the mouth of the tomb, unflinching and 
unmoving. We remain in Egypt and don't move out! 
 

Central Truth 
Practicing resurrection is about God’s GRACE lived through acquired passivity, 

seen through the works of Jesus and of ourselves. 
 
We need to see and live out God’s Grace in our lives. Often, we mistake what this 
grace is all about. This grace is an immediate and abrupt change. It goes straight 
from death to life. There isn't any transition here. (Eph 2:1) 
We have a serious problem within all of us! Behavioural experts call it Cognitive 
Dissonance (where our beliefs/perceptions don’t coincide/agree with what we 
intend to do/do). We believe we are alive in God, but we don't live our lives as 
though we are dead to sin. 
 
Our True Reality is about practicing resurrection; we are dead to sin but alive in 

Jesus through resurrection. 

We have advanced in almost every outward way in our culture, but inwardly, we 
haven't matured. We have misunderstood the meaning of 'Work'. 
 
There are 2 distortions/misconceptions about work; romanticising and 
spiritualising. 
 
i. Romanticising tends to turn work into a method of gaining significance; 
becoming godlike without God. Then the work-restraining Sabbath is given up in 
an act of self-worship and self-idolatry. 
We embrace a romantic idea about work and use it as a means to gain 
significance and recognition! We want to be seen as somebody important! In 
most conversations, the talk circles around what we do and our 
designations/titles at work! 
 
ii. Spiritualising turns work into a religious activity. Prayer, worship and 
witnessing become a ritual and we dismiss everyday work as secondary or 
unimportant. 
Spiritualising is this tendency to reduce work to a ritual and structured activity. 
We segment our lives into spiritual and secular work. This misunderstanding 
leads us to immaturity. 
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Eph 2:1-10 
And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted 
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 
lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
 
1. God’s WORK  is seen through creation and salvation. This comes to us as Grace, a sheer 
gift. 
 
1.1 Grace is an unsubstantial invisible reality that permeates all that we are, think, speak and 
do. (Eph 2) 
In all we have in life, God’s Grace is in it! It's not something we can see physically. It is 
essentially invisible. 
 
1.2 Grace originates in an act of God that is absolutely without precedent; the generous, 
sacrificial, and self-giving of Jesus that makes it possible for us to participate in resurrection 
maturity. It is not what we do but it is what we participate in. 
 
Work is not about finding significance in our jobs. God’s understanding of work starts with 
creation; it starts with Jesus’ resurrection. If we create our own work, we are taking our work 
outside of what God wants us to do! 
 
1.3 Grace is unseen but it becomes seen when work is done. 
How then do we see God’s Grace in this world? By the things we see in nature itself. We are 
surrounded by God’s marvellous creations everyday! 
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2. Man’s work is the form of God’s Glory. 
 
Eph 2:10 
10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 
in advance for us to do. 
 
2.1 Work and grace go hand in hand. We are created in Christ Jesus for good works which 
God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 
This is a new twist to the reason why we live in life. The work that God defined for us is that 
work that God has already predetermined in our lives. It is not what we plan to do after we 
graduate, or retire. Isn't it strange that we work 14-hour days all our lives and when that is 
done, we then start to think about doing things for God! God becomes a low priority in our 
lives! 
 
There is a reason behind our occupation and the things we do. If we forget that reason, we will 
remain immature and stay at the entrance of the tomb. 
 
2.2 Jesus’ work is the form in which the invisible God can be seen. 
Our work is to reflect on the invisible God who gave us salvation. Only then can we begin to 
live out Gods invisible Grace upon our lives! Then only will we do what is needed to bring forth 
Gods invisible glory in our lives. Our visible participation manifests Gods invisible grace in our 
lives. 
 
3. Acquired Passivity is essential to grace. It is counter-cultural. 
 
3.1 Our culture admires goals that are 'get up and go'; that are driven strategies with a 'take no 
prisoner' attitude. This is the antithesis to acquired passivity. It does not result in living a 
mature life 'to the Praise of His Glory'.  
Grace must be received and taken in. It's not something we can work at to earn worthiness of 
being saved. Remember the race where we start at the end? 
However, we need this quietness that will bring us into this maturity in God! We don't just do 
something to bless our families or ourselves, or to build up our coffers, but it is to do something 
that will result in all creation praising God. 
 
Eph 1:6, 12,14 
6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 
12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his 
glory. 
14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 
possession—to the praise of his glory. 
 
We need to reach a level of passiveness where we take a backseat, quite down, and listen 
attentively to God, to hear what He has planned for us to do! 
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3.2 Grace is received or it is nothing. 
 
3.3 Acquired passivity is allowing grace to bring a 'reorientation from living anxiously by my 
wits and muscle' to living effortlessly in the world of God’s active presence. 
We should learn to settle down, acquire some passivity, quieten down, and listen to what God 
has planned for our lives. 
 

 
Conclusion 
As we grow into the measure of the full stature of Christ, we will find that 
whatever job we get and whatever task we are assigned can serve as a 
container for grace and provide a form for God’s Grace, as we practice 
resurrection. 
 

Prayer 
God, just a little while back, I was not living in resurrection. I’ve let the 
world who did not know anything about living in maturity tell me how to 
live my life. I picked what I liked and lived in unbelief, disobedience and did 
anything that I thought as good. 
God, instead of being angry, You took my sins and died for me! Yu saved 
me from the depths of death and raised me to the highest heaven! THIS IS 
GRACE! Now You have me at the right place; this is neither my idea nor my 
effort. It is Your gift to me. I desire to be and to live the Good Work. Bring 
me to maturity. In Jesus Name! Amen! 


