
The Blessing of God – Grace and Good 
Works Ephesians 2:1-10



Central Truth

Practicing Resurrection is about God’s GRACE 
lived through acquired passivity, seen through 
the work of Jesus and of ourselves



Introduction
Our True Reality is about practicing 
resurrection; we are dead to sin but alive in 
Jesus through resurrection.

This transition is ABRUPT!!! 
You were DEAD EPH 2:1 

BUT NOW  
You are ALIVE together with Christ Eph 2:5

ABRUPT



Introduction
Our True Reality is about 
practicing resurrection; we 
are dead to sin but alive in 
Jesus through resurrection. 

• We have advanced in almost 
every outward way in our 
culture, but we haven’t 
matured. We have 
misunderstood “WORK”.



Introduction
Our True Reality is about 
practicing resurrection; we 
are dead to sin but alive in 
Jesus through resurrection.

There are 2 
distortions of Work; 
“romanticizing” and 
“spiritualizing”



Introduction
• Romanticizing: To turn work 

into a method for gaining 
significance, we becoming 
godlike without God. Then 
the work-restraining 
Sabbath is given up in an act 
of self-worship, self-idolatry 

• Spiritualizing: To turn work 
into religious activity - 
prayer, worship, witness - 
dismissing everyday work as 
secondary or unimportant.

Both misunderstanding leads us to immaturity 



1. God’s WORK is seen through creation 
and salvation; this comes to us as GRACE, 

as sheer gift.

a. Grace is an unsubstantial, invisible reality 
that permeates all that we are, think, speak and 
do. 

Find scripture 



1. God’s WORK is seen through creation 
and salvation; this comes to us as GRACE, 

as sheer gift.

b. Grace originates in an act of God that is 
absolutely without precedent, the generous, 
sacrificial, and self-giving of Jesus that makes it 
possible for us to participate in resurrection 
maturity.

It is not what we do but  

it is what we participate in.



1. God’s WORK is seen through creation 
and salvation; this comes to us as GRACE, 

as sheer gift.

c. Grace is UNSEEN but it becomes SEEN when 
work is done.



2. Man’s work is the form of God’s 
GLORY Ephesians 2:10

a. Work and Grace goes hand in hand, we are 
"created in Christ Jesus for good works which 
God prepared beforehand to be our way of life" 
Ephesians 2:10 

b. Jesus's work is the form in which the 
invisible God can be seen. 



2. Man’s work is the form of God’s 
GLORY Ephesians 2:10

c. Work is not what we do; we are the work that 
God does. 

d. Work is not what we do; work is what God 
does. 

e. Our participation in work gives visible form 
to God's glory.



3. Acquired passivity is essential to 
grace. It is countercultural

a. Our culture admires goals that are “get up and 
go”, that are” driven”, and strategies that “take no 
prisoners”. This is antithesis to acquired 
passivity. It does not result in living a mature life 
“to the Praise of His glory” 

b. Grace is received or it is nothing!!

TO THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORY 3x 
EPH 1:6, 12,14 

The end result is that the glory of God is praised by 
ALL HIS CREATURES, MEN and Angels. (CCEB)



3. Acquired passivity is essential to 
grace. It is countercultural

c. Acquired passivity is allowing grace to bring a 
“reorientation from living anxiously by my wits 
and muscle to living effortlessly in the world of 
God’s active presence.



Conclusion



As we grow to the ‘measure of the full stature of 
Christ’ we will find that whatever job we get and 
whatever task we are assigned can serve as a 
container for grace, can provide a form for 
God’s grace, as we practise resurrection.



Prayer
God, just a little while back I was not living in 
resurrection. I’ve let the world who did not know 
anything about living in maturity tell me how to 
live my life. I picked what I liked and lived in 
unbelief, and disobedience, doing anything that I 
thought as good. God, instead of being angry you 
took my sins and died for me. You saved me from 
the depth of death and raised me to the highest 
heaven. THIS IS GRACE. Now you have me at the 
right place, this is neither my idea nor my effort it 
is your gift to me. I desire to be and to live the 
Good work, bring me to maturity. In Jesus. Amen.



Questions for Interaction

1. Grace is difficult for self-made people to 
receive. How easy or difficult is it for you to 
receive grace? How do your past and present 
successes and failures contribute to your ability 
or inability to receive grace? 

2. Share one thing you do regularly at home/
Work/school/church that can become a 
container for grace.


