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Introduction  
Today, we want to talk about Jesus, the 
obedient risk-taker. 
What we've been doing so far is studying the 
kind of life Jesus lived & the values & 
principles He lived in the earlier part of His 
ministry. 
People knew him as the carpenter's son & not 
the Messiah we all know Him as, yet in His 
daily life, He was revealing to those around 
Him He wasn't so ordinary after all! 
 
Last week we concluded that the Jesus we want to follow is the disciple-
making Jesus; the traditional, charismatic, miracle-working, deliverance, 
prosperous, poverty Jesus. 
 
2 weeks ago, we saw how Jesus transformed water to wine; showing 
Himself in all authenticity; revealing Himself as Son of God. 
 
 
John 2:12 NASB 
After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; 
and they stayed there a few days. 
 
Jesus didn't have it easy, despite being the Son of God. He didn't enjoy any package deals 
that came with His job/calling. He had to prove that He wasn't a fly-by-night salesman; selling 
products that couldn't stand up to the test of time. 
 
He knew He had to set up a base camp, where He could operate out of... 
 
 
1. This verse expounds on the principle of investigation, namely: 
 
1.1 Vision / Purpose 
1.2 Heart 
1.3 Network 
 
  



SERMON 15 SEP 2013: JESUS THE OBEDIENT RISK-TAKER 09/15/2013 

  
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 2 of 7 

 

1.1 Vision / Purpose 
In Jesus' day, Capernaum had a population of some 1500 people; mostly tax collectors, 
fishermen & farmers, & others serving the Romans. 
 
Matt 4:13-17 (NASB) 
and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of 
Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: "T he 
land of Z ebulun and the land of N aphtali, B y the way of the sea, beyond the J ordan, G alilee 
of the G entiles - "T he people who were sitting in darkness saw a great L ight, A nd those who 
were sitting in the land and shadow of death, U pon them a L ight dawned." From that time 
Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
 
Jesus knew the Word. 
He lived out that Vision. 
He had it all in Him. 
 
 

Vision is when we catch the Word of God given to us. Vision is when we 
share the heartbeat of God and when this happens, we then have a purpose 

of God for us. 
 
 
1.2 Heart 
 
Matt 9:1 NET 
After getting into a boat he crossed to the other side and came to his own town. 
 
Jesus wasn't from Capernaum, but He set up His base there; making it a large part of His life. 
To Him, it wasn't just a job; He declared that this was His house. 
 
If we are to set up base, we need a heart for it! 
We shouldn’t come to church just out of convenience. If convenience is the only reason for our 
coming to church, then the reason for coming to church will eventually be lost altogether. 
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Mark 2:1-12 NET 
Healing and Forgiving a Paralytic 

2 Now after some days, when he returned to Capernaum, the news spread that he was at 
home. 2 So many gathered that there was no longer any room, not even by the door, and he 
preached the word to them. 3 Some people came bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of 
them. 4 When they were not able to bring him in because of the crowd, they removed the roof 
above Jesus. Then, after tearing it out, they lowered the stretcher the paralytic was lying on. 
5 When  Jesus  saw  their  faith,  he  said  to  the  paralytic,  “Son,  your  sins  are  forgiven.”  6 Now 
some of the experts in the law were sitting there, turning these things over in their minds: 
7 “Why  does  this  man  speak  this  way?  He  is  blaspheming!  Who  can  forgive  sins but God 
alone?”  8 Now immediately, when Jesus realized in his spirit that they were contemplating such 
thoughts,  he  said  to  them,  “Why  are  you  thinking  such  things  in  your  hearts?  9 Which is easier, 
to  say  to  the  paralytic,  ‘Your  sins  are  forgiven,’  or to  say,  ‘Stand  up,  take  your  stretcher,  and  
walk’?  10 But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins,”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I  tell  you,  stand  up,  take  your  stretcher,  and  go  home.”  
12 And immediately the man stood up, took his stretcher, and went out in front of them all. They 
were  all  amazed  and  glorified  God,  saying,  “We  have  never  seen  anything  like  this!” 

Matt 8:5-13 NET 
Healing  the  Centurion’s  Servant 

5 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him asking for help: 6 “Lord,  my  servant  is  
lying  at  home  paralyzed,  in  terrible  anguish.” 7 Jesus  said  to  him,  “I  will  come  and  heal  him.” 
8 But  the  centurion  replied,  “Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  to  have  you  come  under  my  roof.  Instead,  
just say the word and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, with 
soldiers  under  me.  I  say  to  this  one,  ‘Go’  and  he  goes,  and  to  another  ‘Come’  and  he  comes,  
and  to  my  slave  ‘Do  this’  and  he  does  it.” 10 When Jesus heard this he was amazed and said to 
those who followed him,  “I  tell  you  the  truth,  I  have  not  found  such  faith  in  anyone  in  Israel! 11 I 
tell you, many will come from the east and west to share the banquet with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 but the sons of the kingdom will be thrown out into the 
outer  darkness,  where  there  will  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth.” 13 Then Jesus said to the 
centurion,  “Go;;  just  as  you  believed,  it  will  be  done  for  you.”  And  the  servant  was  healed  at  that  
hour. 
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Mark 5:21-43 NET 
Restoration and Healing 

21 When Jesus had crossed again in a boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered around 
him, and he was by the sea. 22 Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came up, and 
when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 23 He  asked  him  urgently,  “My  little  daughter  is  near  
death.  Come  and  lay  your  hands  on  her  so  that  she  may  be  healed  and  live.” 24 Jesus went 
with him, and a large crowd followed and pressed around him. 
25 Now a woman was there who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years. 26 She 
had endured a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all that she had. Yet 
instead of getting better, she grew worse. 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up 
behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 for  she  kept  saying,  “If  only  I  touch  his  
clothes,  I  will  be  healed.” 29 At once the bleeding stopped, and she felt in her body that she was 
healed of her disease. 30 Jesus knew at once that power had gone out from him. He turned 
around  in  the  crowd  and  said,  “Who  touched  my  clothes?” 31 His disciples said  to  him,  “You  
see  the  crowd  pressing  against  you  and  you  say,  ‘Who  touched  me?’” 32 But he looked around 
to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, with fear and trembling, knowing what had 
happened to her, came and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to 
her,  “Daughter,  your  faith  has  made  you  well.  Go  in  peace,  and  be  healed  of  your  disease.” 
35 While  he  was  still  speaking,  people  came  from  the  synagogue  ruler’s  house  saying,  “Your  
daughter has died. Why trouble the teacher any  longer?” 36 But Jesus, paying no attention to 
what  was  said,  told  the  synagogue  ruler,  “Do  not  be  afraid;;  just  believe.” 37 He did not let 
anyone follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. 38 They came to the 
house of the synagogue ruler where he saw noisy confusion and people weeping and wailing 
loudly. 39 When  he  entered  he  said  to  them,  “Why  are  you  distressed  and  weeping?  The  child  
is  not  dead  but  asleep.” 40 And they began making fun of him. But he put them all outside and 
he  took  the  child’s  father  and  mother  and  his  own  companions  and  went  into  the  room  where  
the child was. 41 Then,  gently  taking  the  child  by  the  hand,  he  said  to  her,  “Talitha koum,”  which  
means,  “Little  girl,  I  say  to  you,  get  up.” 42 The girl got up at once and began to walk around 
(she was twelve years old). They were completely astonished at this. 43 He strictly ordered that 
no one should know about this, and told them to give her something to eat. 
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Matt 9:9-13 NET 
The Call of Matthew; Eating with Sinners 

9 As  Jesus  went  on  from  there,  he  saw  a  man  named  Matthew  sitting  at  the  tax  booth.  “Follow  
me,”  he  said  to  him.  And  he  got  up  and  followed  him. 10 As Jesus was having a meal in 
Matthew’s  house,  many  tax  collectors  and  sinners  came  and ate with Jesus and his disciples. 
11 When  the  Pharisees  saw  this  they  said  to  his  disciples,  “Why  does  your  teacher  eat  with  tax  
collectors  and  sinners?” 12 When  Jesus  heard  this  he  said,  “Those  who  are  healthy  don’t  need  
a physician, but those who are sick do. 13 Go  and  learn  what  this  saying  means:  ‘I want mercy 
and not sacrifice.’  For  I  did  not  come  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners.” 

All the verses before this show that this was the place where much of Jesus’ ministry took 
place. 
 

Home is indeed where the heart is! 
 

 
1.3 Network 
 
Jn 1:44, 12:21 NET 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the town of Andrew and Peter. 
21 So these approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida  in  Galilee,  and  requested,  “Sir,  we  
would  like  to  see  Jesus.” 
 
Bethsaida was a suburb of Capernaum. This was the birthplace of Andrew, Peter & Philip. This 
was where they had a network of friends & family. They were familiar with the place & they 
knew where to get started here. This was home to them! 
 
All missionaries need time to go into any culture, and Jesus knew He had to go someplace 
where the disciples were based at home; with friends & family forming a network. 
 
 

It's our friends & family that form a network that will see our ministry 
happen. 
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2. The Faith of Today that is needed tomorrow 
 
Matt 6:32-34 Net 
For the unconverted pursue these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. But above all pursue his kingdom and righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well. So then, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Today 
has enough trouble of its own. 
 
Let's plonk this scripture into the arena of faith. 
These verses show that what is important is to pursue the things of the Father. The call of God 
is really the call of faith. It's trusting that God will come through for us. It's what we need to do 
TODAY that will ESTABLISH TOMORROW. 
 
Heb 5:7 NET 
7 During his earthly life Christ offered both requests and supplications, with loud cries and 
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death and he was heard because of his 
devotion. 
 
This was proof that Jesus didn't receive a ministry package in one go, but He had to take steps 
of faith; the package came in steps as the Father revealed His plans to Jesus. As a son, Jesus 
learned obedience. He stood at Capernaum, in uncertainty, but with faith, observing the 
people, seeking the Father & as He sought it, the Father established His home base for Him. 
 
Heb 5:4-6 NET 
And no one assumes this honor on his own initiative, but only when called to it by God, as in 
fact Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming high priest, but the one who 
glorified him  was  God,  who  said  to  him,  “You are my Son! Today I have  fathered  you,”  as  also 
in  another  place  God  says,  “You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” 
 
This verse isn't just information. It sets the stage for the beginning of Jesus' ministry. He 
literally went from Zero to Hero. 
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Conclusions & Applications 
What are we called to be? 
We are called to live out the Christ in us; not to just go out & establish ministries. 
We are called to know who we are; to RECOGNISE our calling. 
 
Applications 
i. We must recognise our Calling 
God has blessed us in this place. We represent God here. Each time we stand 
before friends & family, we represent God. We MUST recognise our Call before 
we can live our lives in fullness! 
 
Psalms 8:4-9 NET 
Of what importance is the human race, that you should notice them? Of what importance is 
mankind, that you should pay attention to them, and make them a little less than the heavenly 
beings? You grant mankind honor and majesty; you appoint them to rule over your creation; 
you have placed everything under their authority, including all the sheep and cattle, as well as 
the wild animals, the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea and everything that moves through the 
currents of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how magnificent is your reputation throughout the earth! 
 
What is man that God should place us in charge of the things in this world? 
Lives are being mowed down everyday through wars & death. Our attitudes & 
words inflict great pain on others, yet God chose to appoint us! 
 
What is the result of this appointment? 
DISAPPOINTMENT. We have failed; the world is in shambles. 
 
ii. WE need to keep our eyes on Jesus 
We are all disappointing people. We don't keep our words & live our lives right. 
We live often for ourselves! Imagine what would happen if we were to keep our 
eyes on people! We need to keep our eyes on God! 
 
iii. We need to Build our Faith today 
Through daily devotions, times of worship, or just taking small steps of 
obedience. 
 


