
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 1 of 4 

 

SERMON 17 MARCH 2013: THE CREATION OF CHURCH - PEACE AND BROKEN WALL 

Central Truth 
 Church is a place and a building, 

 Church is people and relationships, 
 Church is Father, Son and holy 

Spirit, 
 and all these are the same. 

 
Sometimes we ourselves are confused as 
to what church really is. 
We see church as another venue for us to 
come together and do certain things. The 
moment we walk through the front gates 
of church, we take on a certain composure and behavior, but the 
moment we walk back out, we became some other person and back to 
our secular/worldly ways. 
 
 
Introduction 
God has created the church to be the way it is. God created church to 
serve as a container for His Grace, as we practice resurrection. We must 
understand that we belong to Christ. Work then becomes a container by 
which people around us can see God’s Grace and see the very presence 
of God. 
 
One of the greatest enemies to practicing resurrection is individualism. If 
grace and good works are separated, either one by itself becomes a 
breeding ground for individualism. The person will become 
individualistic. 

 serving God without dealing with God (Grace) is living a spiritual 
life without it taking bodily form. 

 loving neighbors without getting to know their names (good work) 
is living a practical life without personal relationship. 

 
 
Individualism Defined 
Individualism is a growth-stunting, maturity-inhibiting habit of 
understanding growth as an isolated self-project. 
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Eph 2:11-22 NASB 
Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
"Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human 
hands- remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups 
into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the 
enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He 
might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them 
both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. A nd H e 
came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near; 
for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's 
household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing 
into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of 
God in the Spirit.  
 
1. Church is an antidote; a relational immersion where God and people are taken 

seriously and dealt with in real, non-abstract ways. 
Church isn't an airy fairy entity where we come and go at will. 

 
1.1 Church cannot be measure, experienced nor understood from the outside. 
1.2 What you see is NOT what you get. Sometimes church can appear as just 

  another ordinary organization. Church is NOT another interest-group. 
1.3 What we actually cannot see in church is God. 

In AD64, when raiders invaded Jerusalem, they came upon the Holy of 
 Holies. Antioch people cannot see God inside the Holy of Holies. If anyone 
 were to come here, do you think they can see God? 

 
How do we see God? Is He the wooden cross? We cannot really see God can we? 
However, truth be told; the church is the visible representation and the divine handle 
of  God. 

 
2. Church is the body of Jesus Christ, the residence of the Spirit. 

2.1 Jesus has a dual nature, fully human and fully divine. 
2.2 Church is fully human in the people who make up the fully divine in the  
  presence of the Spirit. 

Church is fully human, we are the people outsiders come in to meet and 
 shake the hands of. This church holds the people who are the representation 
 of who and what God is! 

 
Do we represent a God who has redeemed and saved us?  Do we paint a picture of 
people who were once homeless and are now housed in a home called the church? 
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3. Jesus is our Peace (Eph 2:14). He brought is home and reconciles us to God. 
 
3.1 There are 9 distinct actions of Jesus that add up peace... 

3.1.1 Jesus brings us peace (v14) 
3.1.2 Jesus brings us together (v14) 
3.1.3 Jesus breaks down hostility (v14) 
3.1.4 Jesus abolished the law (v15) 
3.1.5 Jesus recreates us as a unified humanity (v15) 
3.1.6 Jesus established peace between God and Man, so the church can be 

          seen as fully human and fully divine (v15) 
3.1.7 Jesus reconciles us all to God (v16) 
3.1.8 Jesus put to death the enmity amongst us (v16) 
3.1.9 Jesus proclaimed peace (v17) 

 
3.2 Peace is personal; not an idea. It requires participation and sacrifice at the 

  cross. 
Jesus could have declared peace, but He didn't. Peace isn't done this way 

 according to God. He came down Himself and brought about peace. If we 
 want to enjoy this peace, it requires our participation with God together as 
 the body of God. It requires we change our minds and our spirits and receive 
 the very Spirit of God & the reconciliation with God. We are all Work in 
 Progress (WIP) as we are formed and made mature in Christ. It is a 
 continuous process  as the Spirit works in each of us and forms us into 
 maturity! 

 
The ontological nature of church is that Church is formed against the backdrop of creation; 
the Word who was in the beginning with God, was spoken into being. 
We are individualistic consumers. We pick & choose the kind of church we want. We pick & 
choose the kind of people we want to see in church. The external measurements of what 
church is cannot fully measure nor make church out to be what she was cut out to be! 
Church simply cannot be measured adequately by the benchmarks/standards of the world! 
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Conclusion 
We are all in process of becoming mature. Christ’s peace is always in 
process amongst us. Christ is always making peace whilst He is 
making/forming us. 
Are we truly ready to accept into our folds, all people who come in, even 
if they don't fit into our mold or understanding of what is acceptable in 
the church/our norms? 
 
Closing prayer 
Dear Lord Jesus, 
Because of you, dying that death & shedding that blood, we are in on 
everything. Through you we all share the same spirit and equal access to 
the Father. Because of you, we are no longer wandering exiles. We are 
no longer strangers or outsiders. You used the apostles and prophets 
for the foundation. Now you are using us; putting us together brick by 
brick, stone by stone, with Jesus Christ as the cornerstone that holds all 
the parts together. 
We see it taking shape day after day, a holy temple built by you, all of us 
built into it; a temple in which You are quite at home. Help us to live this 
eternity Lord. In Jesus name, Amen! 
 


