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Introduction  
In the past few weeks, we have seen how God spent 30 
years preparing Jesus for His eventual ministry. 
Today, we start at the beginning of Jesus' journey; His 
ministry after His baptism. 
 
John 1:35-51 NASB 
Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, and 
he looked at Jesus as He walked, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of 
God!" The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 
And Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to them, "What 
do you seek?" They said to Him, "Rabbi (which translated means 
Teacher), where are You staying?" He said to them, "Come, and you will see." So they came 
and saw where He was staying; and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth 
hour. One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother. He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" 
(which translated means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You 
are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter).   The next 
day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him, "Follow 
Me."  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote-
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." Nathanael said to him, "Can any good thing come out 
of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and 
said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!"  Nathanael said to Him, 
"How do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you 
were under the fig tree, I saw you."  Nathanael answered Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of 
God; You are the King of Israel." Jesus answered and said to him, "Because I said to you that I 
saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these."  And He 
said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 
 
Whilst these verses contain 2 seemingly different things (verses 35-42 & verses 43-51), they 
parallel each other. 
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This week we examine & study 3 pointers in the life and ministry of Jesus. 

1. Jesus paused and gave time. 
 
John 1:35 NASB 
35 Again the next day John was standing [a]with two of his disciples, 
 
The key word here is 'again'. 
Here we see that John repeatedly (again) gave time to people. This happened all the time as 
we see in scriptures. 
 
John 1:38-39 NIV 
38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What  do  you  want?” They said, 
“Rabbi” (which  means  “Teacher”),  “where  are  you  staying?” 39 “Come,” he replied, “and you 
will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was 
about four in the afternoon. 
 
Turning around, Jesus saw them following & asked 'What do you want?' 
These verses show that even Jesus stopped what He was doing to entertain & enquire about 
the people. 

If anything, this shows us how precious we are to Him. 
Jesus showed us the importance of pausing & waiting on one another. He showed us that 
spending time with each other and relating to each other form an integral part in our ministry. 
 
In stopping to ask those following Him, Jesus teaches is that: 
 
1.1 We are precious to Him. 
1.2 No man is an island (we are not meant to operate alone/singularly). 
 
 
How often do we pause, & make the effort to spend time with someone in 
church? 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:35&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26080a
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2. Jesus took initiative to invite people to see what He was doing. 
 
Jesus not only took time; He took the initiative to invite people to spend time with Him to see 
what He was doing. 
According to bible scholars, His followers actually stayed with Jesus for about a day. This was 
an unusually long time to spend with people who were not His immediate disciples. 
 
What could have happened during the course of that day? 
What did Jesus want the people to see? 
 
He wanted them to come to see Who He was & what He did! 
Now we all know that it takes courage to open up ourselves to people this way, because in 
doing so, we expose ourselves to them; yet Jesus knew this was the best way to lead people 
to learn about how He lived His life! 

John 1:45-46 NIV 
45 Philip found Nathanael and  told  him,  “We  have  found  the  one  Moses  wrote  about  in  the  Law, 
and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 “Nazareth!  Can  anything  good  come  from  there?” Nathanael asked. “Come  and  see,”  said  
Philip. 

In John 1:38-39, Jesus used this phrase. 
In these verses, the phrase Come & See appear again. 
Philip gave the same invitation as Jesus. He might have been spiritually young, & yet he was 
opening up his life to others. 
 
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. 
 
There is no best time nor best age to do anything for God. Anytime is a good time to invite 
people to 'Come & See'. 
However, in doing so, we need to be real in our lives & walks with God! 
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3. Jesus grabbed opportunities to tell others about Him. 
 
John 1:50 NIV 
 50 Jesus said, “You  believe[a] because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see 
greater things than that.” 
 
Whilst Jesus spent time with others, He also told others about Himself. 

John 1:40-42 NIV 
40 Andrew,  Simon  Peter’s  brother,  was  one  of  the  two  who  heard  what  John  had  said  and  who  
had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, 
“We  have  found  the  Messiah”  (that  is,  the  Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus 
looked at him and said, “You  are  Simon  son  of  John.  You  will  be  called Cephas” (which, when 
translated, is Peter[a]). 

In these verses, we can see that even Jesus’ disciples grabbed the opportunity to tell others 
about Christ! 
 
When was the last time Jesus asked us to do something? 
How did we respond to this call? 
Did we ignore or reject the call? 
When did Jesus last prompt us to say something to someone else to point 
them to Christ? 
 

For those who are worried about this, nobody is asking us to just preach 
the Gospel. Often, it's simply planting a seed of truth in our casual 

conversations as we attempt to point others in the direction of Jesus & 
SAY something about Him. 

 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:50&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26095a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:40-42&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26087a
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Conclusion 
 

Too Busy for Jesus 
The dream became clearer as I tossed around in my sleep.  

The Lord was calling my name over and over, so loud and deep.  
The voice surrounded my bedroom, I stared within.  

He said, "This is Jesus, my friend, where have you been?" 
 

He said, "My dear brethren, what have you done today,  
to walk in my footsteps and try not to stray?  

Not once have you been humble on your knees in prayer.  
Son, you must shine my light and show others you care." 

 
I saw you yesterday, only glancing at the man on the road.  

He was having car trouble and needed to be towed.  
You said, "I can't stop or I will surely be late,  

someone will help him soon, he'll just have to wait." 
 

"One of your workers has been sick and almost died.  
This lady is a widow and food for five she must buy.  

You have plenty and you're never hungry when you go to bed.  
Why are you so greedy and trying to get ahead? 

 
"What if I had been too busy to die on the cross?  

You would never walk the streets of gold, your soul would be lost.  
What if I had been too busy to hear you that day,  

when you asked forgiveness and earnestly prayed?" 
 

I awoke from my deep slumber and my heart felt content.  
I thanked the Lord on my knees, for the message He had sent.  

So many times, I take for granted the small things He has given to me.  
Without the Lord in my life each day, I am blind and cannot see. 

 
Copyright 1999 by Donna Laster 

 
Jesus took lots of initiative to point us to Him. He gave us His time; He showed us His life & 
pointed us to Himself so we can live lives after His agenda & after His plan. 
 

Are you STILL Too Busy for Jesus? 
 


