
The Congregation at Work – Household and 
Workplace

Ephesians 5:21-6:9



Central Truth

Faith is a way of life.  We live out our faith 
not only in our worship, but also in our 
everyday lives.



Introduction 

If we once think that the world around us was 
divided into secular and sacred, we can think that 
no longer. 

• Every jot and tittle in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
is here for living.



Introduction 

Do not love the 
world or the things 
in the world. If 
anyone loves the 
world, the love of the 
Father is not in him, 
(1 John 2:15 NET)

For this is the way 
God loved the 

world: He gave his 
one and only Son, 
so that everyone 

who believes in him 
will not perish but 
have eternal life. 
(John 3:16 NET)



Introduction 
• The practice of resurrection begins in 

household and workplace. It immerses us in 
named people, specific tasks in our everyday 
lives; from which we never graduate to higher 
ground. 

Great things for God are quite wonderful, but 
little things for God are in one sense even more 
wonderful.

we are tempted to focus on great work that God is doing 
around the world etc....but it is the daily lives we live... 



1. Maturity requires ‘be subject to one 
another”.
a. There are eight representative ‘one anothers’; 
we are ‘members of one another’ and ‘subject to 
one another’.

Eph 6:1,2 Children - 
parents 

Eph 6:4 Parents - children 

Eph 6:5 Slaves - master 

Eph 6:9 Masters - slaves

Eph 5:22 wives - husbands 

Eph 5:25 husbands - wives 

Eph 5:31 Father - children 

Eph 5:31 Mother - children



1. Maturity requires ‘be subject to one 
another”.

b. Maturity is relational, is entering into another 
person’s life (The litany of links: as… just as… the 
same.) Mutuality is always involved in ‘be 
subject’.



1. Maturity requires ‘be subject to one 
another”.

c. We are raised in an aggressively competitive 
culture (‘kia’ culture), rather being ‘subject to 
one another’. And when the competitive spirit 
enters the church, we end up with a real mess.

The Is
su

e!!!



1. Maturity requires ‘be subject to one 
another”.

d. Every aspect of our family and work life is to 
be redefined in relation to Christ; the repeated 
phrase in the Bible redefines who we are: ‘as to 
the Lord’(9 times), and ‘in the Lord’(2 times)!

If maturity is to be to the "measure of the full 
stature of Christ"...it can only be accomplished 

through the named people whom we know.

We must understand our roles in terms of 
CHRIST and NOT CULTURE



2. ‘Be subject to one another” requires 
‘reverence for Christ’.

a. Practice of resurrection has to be done in 
company with the risen Christ, without reverence 
for Christ, it is highly unlikely that ‘be subject to 
one another’ will happen.



2. ‘Be subject to one another” requires 
‘reverence for Christ’.

b. Reverential fear comes from an encounter 
with The Holy. A response to God’s holy mystery.

Reverential fear is closer to FEAR than Respect 
it is an attitude that acknowledges the presence of 

the SACRED 
It is a response to God's Holy Mystery - Holy Fear 

brings energy to us 
It opens up a capacity to grow-to mature.  without 

fear we are stuck at whatever level of maturity we are 
at. 

Without reverential fear everything becomes 
normal.

Phobos



2. ‘Be subject to one another” requires 
‘reverence for Christ’.

c. We don’t ‘work up’ reverence. We cannot 
create reverence. However, ‘out of reverence for 
Christ’ we can cultivate fear, otherwise, we 
inevitably develop habits of irreverence and are 
liable to the pandemic ‘nothing but’ disease. 
Human become merely only role or function.



2. ‘Be subject to one another” requires 
‘reverence for Christ’.

d. In family relationships, couples in marriage, 
ought to be ‘wing to wing and oar to oar’,  ‘one 
body’ of marriage are not static but dynamic 
intimate relationships.

it is like a married couple in constant, swift 
and moving mutuality of understanding and 

action.



2. ‘Be subject to one another” requires 
‘reverence for Christ’.

e. Clement of 
Alexandria regarded 
marriage as a 
strenuous spiritual 
discipline… marriage 
(Christ and Church) as 
a way to mature in love 
and holiness.

5 times Paul rises the co-
relation between Church 

and Marriage Eph 5:22-32 


Maturity happens when all 
Christians - the church is 
subject to one another in 

reverence for Christ



3. Maturity requires intimate relationships within 
the head-and-members ‘one body’ of church.

a. Martin Buber’s book “I and Thou” helps us 
recover a biblical grounding in understanding the 
nature and significance of God’s unseen presence 
in the middle of everything that goes on around 
us. God spoke to Moses: ‘I am . . . I am just who I 
am . . . I am here . . . I am present.’ We cannot 
make an object of God; God is not a power to be 
harnessed. When we treat God as “it” and not 
“You”, we will not fear God.



3. Maturity requires intimate relationships within 
the head-and-members ‘one body’ of church.

b. When it comes to living, relationship is basic. 
Nothing said or heard, seen or done, but an act of 
mutuality, reciprocity: I and You, You and I. Only 
participation is needed. But it was not an 
incomplete emptiness, but rather an emptiness 
that is fullness, 'the fullness of Him who fills all 
in all' (Eph. 1:23)



3. Maturity requires intimate relationships within 
the head-and-members ‘one body’ of church.

c. Our relationship with God is a ‘mystery’. 
Mystery is beyond our control. An individual 
cannot create mystery. There is something 
beyond or other than what we can control or 
contribute. Spirit is the unseen presence where 
relationship is born and matures.



Questions for Interaction

1. We think that the world around us is divided 
into secular and sacred? Why? 

2. How does marriage help us understand God’s 
Church? (Groom-Christ, Bride-Church)



Conclusion
We do not become mature on our own. We 
practise resurrection in our household and 
workplace (school). Holy Spirit constantly 
bringing us into the “I-Thou” relationship; out 
of the reverence of Christ, we live out our faith.



Application
Commit myself to God to Practise Resurrection. 

Commit my family as the place where I will live 
out my faith 

Commit my workplace or school as the place 
where I will live out my faith. 



Prayer

Lord, teach us to worship.  Give us a deep and 
abiding sense of holiness that we might carry 
around with us always a reverence for you.  O 
Christ.  May this reverence for you infiltrate 
every relationship we have, from the intimacies 
of home to those we rub shoulders with at work 
or in school or whenever you send us in our 
daily lives.  You make every relationship holy.  
We want to do the same.  In Jesus Amen.


