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Introduction 
In these past  few  weeks,  we’ve  
read about Jesus' 30 years of 
preparation for His ministry. We've 
even looked at His base of 
operation at Capernaum. Today, 
we continue by looking at His 
anger & frustration. 
 
 
 
John 2:13-25 NET 
Now the Jewish feast of Passover was near, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He found in 
the temple courts those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money 
changers sitting at tables. So he made a whip of cords and drove them all out of the temple 
courts, with the sheep and the oxen. He scattered the coins of the money changers and 
overturned  their  tables.  To  those  who  sold  the  doves  he  said,  “Take  these  things  away  from  
here!  Do  not  make  my  Father’s  house  a  marketplace!”  His  disciples  remembered that it was 
written,  “Zeal  for  your  house  will  devour  me.”  So  then  the  Jewish  leaders  responded,  “What  
sign  can  you  show  us,  since  you  are  doing  these  things?”  Jesus  replied,  “Destroy  this  
temple  and  in  three  days  I  will  raise  it  up  again.”  Then  the  Jewish  leaders  said  to  him,  “This  
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and are you going to raise it up in 
three  days?”  But  Jesus  was  speaking  about  the  temple  of  his  body.  So  after  he  was  raised  
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
scripture and the saying that Jesus had spoken. Now while Jesus was in Jerusalem at the 
feast of the Passover, many people believed in his name because they saw the miraculous 
signs he was doing. But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, because he knew all 
people. He did not need anyone to testify about man, for he knew what was in man. 
 
 
Let’s  start  by  painting  a  picture  of  the  scene  mentioned  in  these  verses. 
These verses speak of a feast at Passover where up to 1 million people 
gathered. 250,000 animals were sacrificed on that day. The temple 
comprising the Court of the Gentiles, the Temple & the Temple Courtyard 
were packed with people. 
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1. A Convenience that leads to a Compromise 
 
Convenience is when a service or product enjoys an increase in ease of 
its accessibility, saving resources (such as time, effort or energy) in the 
process. 
In simpler terms it also means the state of being able to proceed with 
something with little effort or difficulty. 
 
Here the High Priest saw the opportunity & he brought business into the temple. 
 
Sales, money-changing & business took place during worship at the temple.  
The High Priest was a man who knew about God & yet he colluded in business dealings 
within the House of worship. 
This was not something new, but happened commonly or frequently during Passover. 
Imagine throngs of people; some who go to buy things, some to worship, & cries of animals 
being sacrificed. Let's face it! It was a place filled with confusion & distractions! 
 
At the feast, people could exchange money, as well as buy things needed for worship & 
sacrifice...how convenient! 
 
Convenience had indeed led people to Compromise their worship to God. 
 
Does this sound familiar to us? 
If it doesn’t, then let’s look at something more familiar & closer to home. 
These days, people are steeped into the information-age & smart-phones are 
commonplace even during church services. Not only are Bible Apps made easily available 
(eradicating the need for the ‘book-bible’), but messages are within easy access, together 
with online games or game applications on the phone, making them so easily accessible at 
the flick of a finger; often during worship! These have become distractions & worship has 
been compromised! 
 
Now is it so difficult to imagine how Jesus felt when he saw what happened at the temple 
that day? A place of repentance & reverence, worship & praise, had been defiled & turned 
into a common marketplace! 
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2. A Conviction that Results in Godly Action 
 
Conviction is: 

 a fixed or firmly-held belief that one has. 
 a belief that you will not change. 
 something that's rooted in your heart. 
 something on the inside that shows on the outside. 

 
 
John 2:15 NIV 
15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and 
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 
 
This verse describes a tantrum that Jesus threw when He saw what the people were doing 
in the temple. It's highly probable that those around wanted to stop this man, but Jesus 
stood His ground, & challenged their compromise. 
 
Some scholars believe that this  was  one  of  Jesus'  miracles,  and  it  wasn’t  so  surprising  
because despite what He did, Jesus wasn't arrested by the authorities. 
He wasn't fazed by public opinion or ridicule because of His conviction. He was insulted 
when people insulted His Father. 
 

Does our worship bring out the conviction of who God is in our lives? 
Conviction often confirms our call in God. It often leads to action. 

 
John 2:23 NIV 
23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he 
was performing and believed in his name. 
 

Jesus' conviction  His action(s)  people believing in Him. 
 
John 2:24 NIV 
24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. 
 
Jesus wasn't about to entrust Himself to those around Him because He knew what was in 
their hearts. Their actions misrepresented their beliefs. Jesus knew they were at best 
superficial, & exhibited artificial faith instead of genuine faith. 
 
 
Conclusions 
C1. Conviction and actions must go hand-in-hand (together). 
C2. Let's live out our convictions of who Christ is in our lives! 
 


