
The Creation of Church – God's manifold 
Wisdom and our Prayer

Ephesians 3:1-21



Recap

We are all in process of becoming 
mature, Christ’s peace is always in 
process among us. Christ is always 

making peace while he is making us.



Central Truth

The “real” church is invisible; it is actually the 
work of the Trinity.  

Because God is incarnational, the church is 
historical, the flesh and bone, brick and mortar 
details are important.



Jesus is the HEAD of the church 
and we are His BODY. 

Church is the workshop for turning 
knowledge into wisdom, becoming what we 
know.



ME

Jesus and church can 
only be understood in 
relation to one another. 
As long as we think 
about and act as if 
church is an add-on to 
our lives, which have 
ME at the center, we 
miss out on it and on 
Jesus.

Jesus is the HEAD of the church and we are 
His BODY. 



Church is the 
workshop for 
turning 
knowledge into 
wisdom, 
becoming what 
we know.

Jesus is the HEAD of the church and we are His 
BODY. 

ME

ME

ME

ME

ME



Wisdom from God.
1a.  It is so easy to judge the church by EXTERNAL 
QUALITIES and miss out on the texture of grace that is 
the real artwork of the Spirit in the lives of this unique 
people. This complex interior heart of church is 
captured in the phrase ‘that through the church the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made 
known’ (Eph. 3:10). 

• The building 
• The gathering of people 
• The History 
• The programs







Wisdom from God.
1a.  It is so easy to judge the church by external 
qualities and miss out on the texture of grace that is 
the real artwork of the Spirit in the lives of this unique 
people. This complex INTERIOR HEART of church is 
captured in the phrase ‘that through the church the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be made 
known’ (Eph. 3:10). 

The building 
The gathering of 

people 
The History

What I feel 
What I hear 
What I sense 

What is the beauty of 
the situation?





Wisdom from God.
1b.  Wisdom is knowledge in action, embodied 
in the life of the church. Wisdom is the 
practice of resurrection. Church is where this 
wisdom, this embodiment of the knowledge 
and revelation of God, takes place, where the 
resurrection is practised.

In other words it is RELATIONAL

love GOD 
love MAN



When we PRAY, the relationship between 
Jesus and the church comes to the center.

2a As much as we try to separate the two, it's 
impossible. Just as Jesus is fully human and 
divine at the same time, so too is the church. 
Just as it is both difficult and vital for us to 
retain Jesus’ dual nature in our relationship 
with Him, we need to keep the human and 
divine nature of the church always in our 
imagination, neither diluting nor compromising 
either element.



What is the platform for prayer?

The Church like Jesus is both HUMAN 
and DIVINE



What is the platform for prayer?
When Church fails to embrace the divinity of 
Jesus as its own imputed Divinity => it 
betrays its core identity of Christ' Body

God's forgiveness and salvation, 
God's love and sanctification



What is the platform for prayer?
When Church fail to embrace the humanity 
of Jesus as its own humanity it betrays its 
core identity as a dwelling place for God.

Personal, local, earthy, humble



When we PRAY, the relationship between 
Jesus and the church comes to the center.

2b. Mature resurrection life is personal, not 
abstract, giving witness, not drawing attention, 
never passes over real people in pursuit of its 
goal.



VIGILANCE is required to keep the dual 
nature of both Christ and church united.

3a. When the divine element of church is 
reduced or ignored, the human element takes 
over. Performance, production, hyped-up 
liturgy, and prayerless theology result. 



VIGILANCE is required to keep the dual 
nature of both Christ and church united.

3b. When the human element is bypassed, 
everything is over-spiritualized. People are 
reduced to souls to be saved and the saved are 
run through a series of Bible studies, 
evangelistic programs, and prayer events. 



VIGILANCE is required to keep the dual 
nature of both Christ and church united.

3c. The first loses God but develops impressive 
religion. The second loses its humanity but 
develops an impressive spirituality.



Conclusion
Prayer is both an attentiveness to God and the 
cultivation of our inner life before God. But it’s 
not our own inner person who’s so important. 
It’s Jesus, the Inner Man, who takes up 
residence in us.



Questions for Interaction

1. Do you see the exterior, describable qualities 
and the interior, unique qualities of our 
church? Who can help us keep the interior 
heart of our church in front of our praying 
imagination? 

2. If prayer is so central to who we are as 
humans, why do we struggle with it so much?



Prayer
Our response to all You have done for us, 
Father, is to get down on our knees before You 
— O magnificent Father who parcels out all 
heaven and earth. We ask You to strengthen us 
by Your Spirit — not a brute strength but a 
glorious inner strength — that Christ will live in 
us. We are opening the door and inviting Him 
in. And we ask You that with both feet planted 
firmly on love, we’ll be able to take in with all 
followers of Jesus the extravagant dimensions 
of Your love.



Prayer
We want to reach out and experience the 
breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise 
to the heights! We want to live full lives, full in 
the fullness of you, God. God, you can do 
anything — far more than we could ever 
imagine or guess or request in our wildest 
dreams! You do it not by pushing us around, 
but by working within us, your Spirit deeply 
and gently within us. Glory to God in the 
church! Amen!


