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Introduction  

The way we handle money speaks volumes about us.  

Children are charming. For those with kids, we will notice how they 
love to dress up to emulate super-heroes (like boys) and some like 
big stars; a role they cannot always fill, but it somehow doesn’t 
seem to bother them much. This happens with little consideration 
for face nor low-esteem. These are characters they aspire to 
become as adults, but as they get older & more matured, they 
realize they have to take on the responsibility that comes with their 
roles. 
 
Corrie ten Boom was a Dutch Christian, who housed Jews during the 2nd World War in 
her home, & in doing so, saved many from the Nazi Holocaust. Unfortunately, a Dutch 
informant told the Nazi’s what the Booms were doing & Corrie, together with her sister 
Betsie, & dad were sent to a Nazi concentration camp at Ravensbrück, Germany, 
where her sister & dad eventually died. 
 
In 1947, she travelled from Holland to Germany to deliver a sermon about forgiveness 
to a defeated German audience. Immediately after the sermon, she bumped into a man 
she recognized as a Nazi guard at the very concentration camp she, her sister & father 
had been sent. She found it very difficult to practice what she preached that day 
because her dad & sister had died in that concentration camp! God has such amazing 
stories to tell us through His people about maturity. 
 
The following is an excerpt from Corrie ten Boom’s bestseller, ‘The Hiding Place’. 
 
“And so seated next to my father in the train compartment, I suddenly asked, "Father, what is 

sexsin?" 

He turned to look at me, as he always did when answering a question, but to my surprise he said 

nothing. At last he stood up, lifted his traveling case off the floor and set it on the floor. 

Will you carry it off the train, Corrie?" he said. 

I stood up and tugged at it. It was crammed with the watches and spare parts he had purchased 

that morning. It's too heavy," I said. 

Yes," he said, "and it would be a pretty poor father who would ask his little girl to carry such a 

load. It's the same way, Corrie, with knowledge. Some knowledge is too heavy for children. 

When you are older and stronger, you can bear it. For now you must trust me to carry it for 

you.” 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ravensbr%C3%BCck
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Perhaps this story speaks of how we view our possessions in this world. Our loving 
Father has provided us with so much, & we tend to remain contented with the thought 
that it all belongs to us! 
However, as we mature in our walks with God, it’s important for us to recognize what 
the reality of this provision is! 
In line with this notion, todays’ message is not about our money; it’s really about God’s 
Money! But then again, we are all matured enough to understand that our money really 
is God’s money. In fact, everything we see around us belongs to the Lord. 

 
Ps 24:1 NASB 
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 
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1. God Owns All Our Money. 
 
1.1 1John Wesley's attitude towards possessions. 
When his 1st house was burned down, he remarked how fortunate he was that he had 1 less 
responsibility to take care of. He could say this because he saw his home as God's 
possession. It didn't belong to him at all! He recognised that God would replace the home and 
this attitude of his gave him a freedom few can understand. 
 
His own dad was thrown into jail for owing money. Yet in March 1791, when Wesley himself 
died, his only possessions were a few coins and a writing table. Funny how he never saw life 
as a cause for getting more money instead of ending up just like his dad. 
 
 
1.2. But I am the 1 who put in all the hard work...Really? 
 
Deut 8:17-18 NIV 
You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth 
for me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce 
wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.  
 
God doesn't go to my workplace. I do! 
God doesn't work overtime and come home late; it's Me! 
When payday comes, it's Me who gets paid! 
 
2 Thess 3:10 NIV 
10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work 
shall not eat.” 
 
Deut 8:18 NIV 
But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and 
so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today. 
 
2 Thess 3:10 says that he who doesn't work doesn’t eat, but Deut 8:18 here reminds us that it 
is God who gave us the ability to make money & produce wealth. 
Each time we think we do the work, and giving to the Lord becomes difficult because we think 
our money is the result of our hard-toiling blood, sweat & tears, we are reminded that this 
ability to make money comes from God. 
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Think of a machine that washes potatoes, peels them, slices them & fries them into chips. 
Everything this machine produces belongs to the inventor. 
But what if this machine could actually replicate itself and produce others just like itself! 

Who now owns these machines? Why the Inventor of course! 
 
Ps 139:13-16 NIV 
13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven 
together in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained 
for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 

 
It is The Lord who owns everything! 

 
 
1 Chron 29:12 NIV 
Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength 
and power to exalt and give strength to all. 
 
King David recognised that God ruled over his life! It's not always about money; often it goes 
back to the roots of our Christian values! 
 
The former Vice President of T-Net International, David Goodman, tells of an encounter with a 
rich businessman during one of his sermons about giving. The businessman remarked that it 
was easier for him to give God 10% of what he made because what he made was so little! On 
the flip side, the businessman made lots more & 10% of that was a huge substantial amount, 
making the 10% gift very difficult! In response to the businessman’s challenge, Goodman 
retorted that perhaps at their next salary payout, he would surrender all his salary to the 
businessman in exchange for all of the businessman’s salary. Goodman would then surrender 
10% of what he had to God. That would be easy! The businessman had a good laugh, but the 
point was pretty clear to him. 
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1.3. God appoints us as stewards (1Cor 4:2) 
 
2 Cor 8:1-2 NIV 
Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the 
churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep 
poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. (2 Corinthians 8:1, 2 NASB) 
 
In the old days, Jews only ministered to other Jews. However, Paul reached out to the 
Gentiles. 
 
 

Poverty: when you don't have enough to meet daily expenses & care for 
those we love! 

 
 
2 Cor 8:2-3 NIV 
2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in 
rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their 
ability. 
 
Even in extreme poverty, God challenges us to continue to give (1Cor 8:2). This verse speaks 
of joy in giving out of poverty; not out of wealth! The joy of giving is not reserved only for those 
who are rich; it is also given to those who are in want! 
 
Paul defined blessings as an outflowing joy that wells up from giving in the midst of suffering & 
poverty, and the Macedonian Christians displayed this character! 
 
Think of the old widow who surrendered her only 2 copper coins. From an accounting 
standpoint, it was foolhardy, but God saw her attitude of giving and was pleased with it. 
 
We don’t own the money; we are merely custodians or stewards of God's money! 
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2. Five Ways to give that Please God (2 Cor 8:1-2) 
 
2 Cor 8:1-2 NIV 
And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 

 
2.1. God is pleased when you give even when you are overwhelmed with problems. 
2.2. God is pleased when you give even though you are in extreme poverty (2 Cor 8:2). 
2.3. God is pleased when you give beyond your ability (2 Cor 8:3). 
 
2 Cor 8:3 NIV 
3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely 
on their own, 
 

Rather paradoxical, but what this simply means is that you can give even 
when you can’t give! 

 
 
The economics of the world differ greatly from the economics of God. If we try to balance our 
books using the numbers we are familiar with, we’ll never be able to balance them! The 
moment we start to include/factor God in our income, the economics of things will suddenly 
change in our favour because the Lord knows & is well-pleased. 
 
2.4. God is pleased when you give generously (2 Cor 8:2). 
2.5. God is pleased when you give eagerly (2 Cor 8:4, 9:7). 
 
2 Cor 8:4 
4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 
 
2 Cor 9:7 
7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 
Often when we don't see it in ourselves to give to God; rationalising that God already owns 
everything, then the problem lies with us! It is our attitude that is in question now. 
 
The Corinthian church knew the secret of giving; they saw it as a privilege to give to The Lord. 
 

Truth: God does His work through His people and when the church has 
people who are pleased with giving and sharing, then the church is 

blessed! 
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We are all sons & daughters of God & when we give, our Father is pleased with us! 
Not all of us are destined to become missionaries, preachers etc...but we can certainly 
contribute by giving to the church and help those who are! 
 
 

Conclusions 
Giving is the grace of God for us to please Him. 
 


