
JESUS OVERCAME ALL BY 

BEING WHO HE IS

Matt 4:1-11; Mk 1:12-13



Sermon outline

• Introduction 

• Jesus' motivation in Ministry Matt 3:15,17 

• Jesus' movement in Ministry Matt 4:1 

• Definition of  temptation? 

• Jesus' momentum in Ministry Matt 4:10,11 

• Conclusion



Introduction

Our series of  11 major events in the life of  Jesus 

1. Jesus growing up from a boy to a man - first 30 yrs 

2. Jesus getting baptized beginning his public 
ministry 

3. Jesus' motivation to be involved in ministry.  



Introduction

3 temptations that represent the entire 
nature of  sin 

  The tempter came and said to him, “If  you 
are the Son of  God, command these stones to 
become bread.” (Matthew 4:3 NET)

For all that is in the world, the LUST OF THE 
FLESH and the lust of  the eyes and the boastful 

pride of  life, is not from the Father, but is from the 
world. (1 John 2:16 NASB)



Introduction

3 temptations that represent the entire 
nature of  sin 

  
and said to him, “If  you are the Son of  God, throw 
yourself  down. For it is written, ‘ He will 
command his angels concerning you ’ and ‘ with 
their hands they will lift you up, so that you will 
not strike your foot against a stone.’” (Matthew 4:6 
NET)

For all that is in the world, the lust of  the flesh and 
the LUST OF THE EYES and the boastful pride of  
life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. (1 

John 2:16 NASB)



Introduction

3 temptations that represent the entire 
nature of  sin 

  And he said to him, “I will give you all these 
things if  you throw yourself  to the ground 
and worship me.” (Matthew 4:9 NET)

For all that is in the world, the lust of  the flesh and 
the lust of  the eyes and the BOASTFUL PRIDE OF 

LIFE, is not from the Father, but is from the world. (1 
John 2:16 NASB)



Jesus' Motivation

1. "But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit 
it at this time; for in this way it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness."  

2. Then he permitted Him. and behold, a 
voice out of  the heavens said, "This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased." (Matthew 3:15, 17 NASB)



Jesus' motivation

Our motivations... 


Fear - of  bad happenings, of  punishment.... 

OR 

Rewards - $ € £ ¥, positions, looked up 
upon....



Jesus' motivation

2 motivations - Righteousness 

1. A motivation to complete everything that 
forms part of  a relationship of  obedience 
with God. 

For the Lord God helps 
Me, Therefore, I am not 
disgraced; Therefore, I 

have set My face like flint, 
And I know that I will not 
be ashamed. (Isaiah 50:7 

NASB)

Now when the days drew 
near for him to be taken 

up, Jesus set out 
resolutely to go to 

Jerusalem. (Luke 9:51 
NET)



Jesus' motivation
2 motivations - Righteousness 

1. A motivation to complete everything that 
forms part of  a relationship of  obedience 
with God. 

Then Jesus got up early in the morning when it was still 
very dark, departed, and went out to a deserted place, and 
there he spent time in prayer. Simon and his companions 

searched for him. When they found him, they said, 
“Everyone is looking for you.” He replied, “Let us go 
elsewhere, into the surrounding villages, so that I can 

preach there too. For that is what I came out here to do.” So 
he went into all of  Galilee preaching in their synagogues 

and casting out demons. (Mark 1:35-39 NET)



Jesus' motivation

2 motivations - Righteousness 

For the Lord is righteous; he loves 
righteous deeds; the upright shall 
behold his face. (Psalm 11:7 ESV)



Jesus' Motivation

1. "But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit 
it at this time; for in this way it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness."  

2. Then he permitted Him. and behold, a 
voice out of  the heavens said, "This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased." (Matthew 3:15, 17 NASB)



Jesus' Motivation

2 motivations - Love of  Father God

Jesus said to them, "If  God were your 
Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded 
forth and have come from God, for I have 
not even come on My own initiative, but He 

sent Me. (John 8:42 NASB) 

How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
The children of  mankind take refuge in the 
shadow of  your wings. (Psalm 36:7 ESV)



Jesus' Movement


Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. (Matthew 4:1 
NASB)

This Jesus experience reflects a pattern for 
us. 

After experiencing a spiritual high we are 
often tested more strongly.

led

Elijah-1Kings 19:1-18



Jesus' Movement

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit  

into the wilderness  

to be tempted by the devil. (Matthew 4:1 NASB)

And you shall remember the whole way that the 
Lord your God has led you these forty years in the 

wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to 
know what was in your heart, whether you would 

keep his commandments or not. (Deuteronomy 8:2 
ESV)



Jesus' Movement


Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. (Matthew 4:1 
NASB) 

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am 
being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 

tempted with evil, and he himself  tempts no 
one. (James 1:13 ESV)



Jesus' movement


Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. (Matthew 4:1 
NASB) 

• Definition of  temptation 

Anything that detracts me from God's plan...



Jesus' Momentum

• Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, “(Matthew 4:10, 11 ESV)

Jesus on the offensive!,

All three times Jesus 
answers "for it is written



Jesus' Momentum

Momentum is kept 
through worships and 

service

• ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only 
shall you serve.’” Then the devil left him, and 
behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
(Matthew 4:10, 11 ESV)



Conclusion

• Purpose of  temptation - challenge our 
identity in God and to detract us from our 
journey with God

For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would 
walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10 NASB)



Conclusion
• Purpose of  temptation - challenge our 

identity in God and to detract us from our 
journey with God

Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so 
that no one will fall, through following the same 
example of  disobedience. (Hebrews 4:11 NASB)



Conclusion

No temptation has overtaken n temptation 
will provide the way of  escape also, so that 
you will be able to endure it. (1 Corinthians 
10:13 NASB)



Conclusion

For we do not have a high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One 

who has been tempted in all things as we are, 
yet without sin.  

Therefore let us draw near with confidence 
to the throne of  grace, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of  need. 

(Hebrews 4:15, 16 NASB)


