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SERMON 31 MARCH 2013: THE CREATION OF CHURCH - ONE AND ALL 

Last week we said that the real church is invisible, 
we see God’s working through the community of 
church. Real church is invisible, it's actually the 
work of the Trinity. 
 

Central Truth 
We should settle for nothing less than the full 

stature of Christ. 
 

We often settle for second best; that 50% marker. However, God wants to 
give us all, the fullness of His being beyond our imagination. Should we 
then settle for anything less? 
  
Introduction 
We are at a Transition Point in Ephesians, moving from an exuberant 
exploration of who God is and the way He works to a detailed account of 
who we are and how we work. 
..Therefore is the hinge word. After 3 chapters of soaking in what God has 
done for and in the church, through Jesus and the Holy Spirit, Paul turns 
his attention to the Trinity, and how we partner with God. 
 
Eph 4:1-16 NASB 
Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with 
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance 
for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in 
all. But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore 
it says, "W hen H e ascended on high, H e led captive a host of captives, A nd H e gave gifts to 
men." (Now this expression, "He ascended," what does it mean except that He also had 
descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is Himself also He who 
ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.) And He gave some as 
apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a result, we are 
no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in 
love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the 
whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper 
working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in 
love. 
 

http://www.google.com.sg/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=body+of+christ&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rwF6A2CvoXYV2M&tbnid=wKsEU-N0GYI_DM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbibleseo.com%2Fchurch%2Fjesus-christ-cornerstone-church%2F&ei=PVRYUdGRBoP9rAfzyIG4Aw&bvm=bv.44442042,d.bmk&psig=AFQjCNHWtRjjXAhQFH9NaYnpBRPxeqoAqg&ust=1364829409946663
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1. God has given us a local church. We don't need to go anywhere special to meet up
 with God. 
 

1.1 God presents to us, we present to God; all of it right there in the middle of our  
  lives. However, not everyone chooses church. 

1.2 If there is more to God than we can ever understand or experience, the same  
  can be said to be true of His body, the Church. 
 

The local church isn't just a building. It exists in a household with Christ in the center. 
 It's also where people gather together. As we gather together, we form the local church. 
 It's a gift from God and a privilege to be part of a local church. 

In days of old, you're a sinner if you're not found in church. Church was the only place 
where God’s Word could be preached, until John Wesley, a rebel, came along. He 
started preaching the word of God outside the confines of his local church. 
Eventually, wherever God gathered His people, there was the local church. 

 
The critical point in Ephesians 4 is the centrality of God’s Call on His local church, 

 without which, the local church loses its shape and direction. 
 
2. The one thing that gives shape and direction, purpose and guidance to our behaviour is 
 the Call. 
 

2.1 We are called. We have a calling (vocation), not a job. A job is something you're  
  over and done with once it’s completed/finished. 

The word CALL is the root word for the word church or Ekklesia; a gathering of 
 people. 

 
2.2 A calling is comprehensive; pulling in and giving order to every corner of our  

  lives. We are not just called individuals, but a community, Church. 
Therefore, call=church together fulfill the calling.  

 
Is there something missing when we come together? 
Why don't we seem to be able to live our lives the way Paul describes? 
Paul says this missing element is Discernment. 
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3. Discernment Is the often missing and yet vital form of speech essential for maturity. 
 
3.1 There are 3 basic kinds of speech in church. 

Preaching (kerygmatic speech directed at the will), 
 Kerygmatic speech is derived from the Greek word Kerygma, meaning to 
 proclaim, announce or to preach. 

This kind of speech starts from the heart. We use the heart to describe feelings 
 and emotions. 

 
Teaching (didactic speech directed at the mind), 

 This kind of speech is derived from the Greek word didactikos, meaning to 
 instruct, educate or teach. 

Teaching starts with the brain. Usually, we teach in church and people may find 
 it wonderful, but once we are out of church, we struggle to behave ourselves, 
 which brings us to the next point... 

 
Discerning (paracletic speech directed at behaviour). 

 Paracletic speech is derived from the Greek word, parakletos, meaning to 
 console, comfort, encourage or uplift. 

Discernment is behavior-hinged, and stems from teaching and preaching. 
 

Where does this discernment happen? 
It must come from teaching and preaching, and it must be accurate. It's not how we 
think we should interpret the bible, but it is what the bible is saying to us that determines 
our discernment. 

 
3.2  Discernment being an informal conversation, has no official time or place, and is 

  not often noticed. It takes what has been preached and taught and works it into  
  the awkward fabric of everyday life, providing comfort and encouragement when  
  needed. 

There isn't a proper place for discernment to happen. It can happen anywhere. It 
 is using God’s word to encourage each other, and the only way for this to work is 
 for this community to love one another! 

In the absence of interaction, discernment is missing. 
 

3.3 The only workable content for discernment is in a loving community of people  
  who are living discerning lives themselves. If it’s not personal it's not discerning. 
 

3.4 Our culture values speed and consumption; not age or maturity. While church is  
  the content for growing up in Christ, it is not a gathering of the nicest people in  
  town. It is not a gathering of the already matured, but of those who are in   
  the process of maturing. Most have a long way to go. Neither passion nor   
  celebrity status are marks of maturity. It comes through the commonplace. 
 

Society values position and status above all else. Therein lies the difference between 
 the values of the church and that of the world. 
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Conclusion 
In the journey towards maturity, we all have different paths. Some have 
longer journeys to travel than others. 
 
In the practice of resurrection, we can know this life by becoming it, 
growing in every way into a maturity that is sane, stable and robust. As we 
mature over time, our diverse lives fall into step with God’s, eventually 
finding a single rhythm and direction. 
 
Let’s settle for nothing less than the full stature and measure of Christ! 
 
 
Food for Thought 
1. How important are preaching and teaching in the life of our church? 
How important are the personal conversations of discernment in the life of our church? 
 
2. Christian maturity is a slow & life-long process. Why is this so? 
In this quick-fix world that we live in, what shortcuts do we often fall victim to in life? 
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Closing Prayer 
 
Gracious Lord, 
We want to walk, & not run upon this road You have called us to travel. No more sitting 
around on our lapels, & no more strolling off down some path that leads nowhere! 
 
Give us humility & discipline so that we can do this not in fits and starts, but steadily, 
pouring ourselves out for each other in acts of love, ever alert in spotting differences 
and quick to mend fences. 
 
As we travel this same road, keep us together both outwardly & inwardly. 
 
In You, we share One Master, One Faith, One Baptism, One God and Father over all; 
Who rules over us, works through us & is present in All of us! 
 
In Your great generosity Jesus, You have given each our own gifts/calling; apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, & pastor-teachers to train us in skilled servant-work within Your 
body, the Church, until we all move rhythmically and easily with each other, in efficient 
& graceful response to You; fully matured adults, developed both without & within & 
fully alive in You! 
 
Help us take our lead from Christ, the source of everything we do! 
Jesus, keep us in step with each other. Your very breath & blood flows through us, 
nourishing us so that we grow healthily in God & become robust in love! 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen! 
 
 


