
The Creation of Church – One and All
Ephesians 4:1-16



Recap

The “real” church is invisible; it is actually the 
work of the Trinity.  

Because God is incarnational, the church is 
historical, the flesh and bone, brick and mortar 
details are important.



Central Truth

We should settle for nothing less than the 
"Full stature of Christ"



Introduction 
We are at a TRANSITION POINT in Ephesians, 
moving from an exuberant exploration of who 
God is and the way He works to a detailed 
account of who we are and the way we work. 

"Therefore" is the hinge word.  After 3 
chapters of soaking in what God has done and 
is doing for and in the church through Jesus 
and the Spirit, Paul turns his attention to our 
partnership with the Trinity.



God has given us a LOCAL CHURCH



The one thing that gives shape and direction, 
purpose and guidance to our behavior is GOD'S 

CALL

Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, 
implore you to walk in a manner worthy of 
the CALLING with which you have been 
called, (Ephesians 4:1 NASB)

• ITS NOT JUST 
INDIVIDUALS  

• IT IS A COMMUNITY 
- THE CALLED 
COMMUNITY

the word CALL is the 
root word for the 
word CHURCH or 

EKKLESIA - a 
gathering of people



The one thing that gives shape and direction, 
purpose and guidance to our behavior is GOD'S 

CALL

Therefore the CALL = CHURCH are together to fulfill 
its CALLING. 

You and I forming church and together we live out 
our calling. 

E.g. of the Family by the well.



DISCERNMENT is the often missing part and 
yet vital form of speech essential for maturity.

What is the missing element in our CALLED 
COMMUNITY?  It is...Discernment 



DISCERNMENT is the often missing part and 
yet vital form of speech essential for maturity.

Discerning:  is 
speech directed 
at the behavior

Discerning is 
speech directed 
at the behavior

Teaching is speech 
directed at the mind 

Preaching is 
speech directed at 

the will 



DISCERNMENT is the often missing part and 
yet vital form of speech essential for maturity.

PREACHING TEACHING



DISCERNMENT is the often missing part and 
yet vital form of speech essential for maturity.

THEN WHERE DOES DISCERNING HAPPEN?

TEACHING PREACHING



Conclusion
In the Practise of Resurrection, we know this life 
only by becoming it, growing in every way into a 
maturity that is sane, stable and robust.  Over 
time and as we mature, our diverse lives fall into 
step with God's, finding a single rhythm and 
direction.   



Questions for Interaction

1. How important are preaaching and teaching 
in the life of our church?  How important are 
the personal conversations of discernment in 
the life of our church? 

2. Maturing is a slow, life-long process without 
shortcuts.  Why is this?  What shortcuts have 
your tried?  Why do we keep falling for 
shortcuts?



Prayer
Gracious Lord we want to walk - no, run - on the 
road You called us to travel.  No more sitting 
around on our hands.  No strolling off, down 
some path that goes nowhere.  Give us humility 
and discipline so we can do this not in fits and 
starts, but steadily, pouring ourselves out for 
each other in acts of love, alert at noticing 
differences and quick at mending fences.  As we 
travel this same road, keep us together, both 
outwardly and inwardly.  in you, we have one 
master, one faith, one baptism,  one God and 
Father of all, who rules over all, works through 
all, and is present in all.



Prayer
In your great generosity, Jesus, You have given 
each of us our own gift - gifts of apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train us in 
skilled servant work, working within Your body, 
the church, until we're all moving rhythmically 
and easily with each other, efficient and graceful 
in response to You fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully alive like 
You.  Help us take our lead from Christ, who is 
the source of everything we do. Jesus, keep us in 
step with each other. Your very breath and blood 
flow through us, nourishing us so that we will 
grow up healthy in God, robust in love.


