
The Congregation at Work – Love and 
Worship

Ephesians 5:1-20 



Central Truth

God is love, we are called the “beloved 
children”, and we are commanded to love 
one another. 
The Church is exactly the best place to 
practice love and worship as it is made 
up of people from all walks of life and of 
various maturity levels.



Introduction 
A formidable difficulty in practising love and worship is 
placed in our way by the ways of this world. 

• It is a world in which neither love nor worship has a 
high profile of credibility. 

• The approved means of doing good are education, 
technology, propaganda and advertising, legislation 
and money. And, as a last resort, war. 

• It is a world opting for hate and war.
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But, the indestructibility of this love and 
worship will outlast and outperform the world..

The Holy Spirit penetrates our being with the 

very life and presence of God, into every detail 

of our lives.

There is nothing of God that is not livable by us.



1. Love: Father is the origin, Jesus is the 
content and Spirit is the dynamic. 

a. Practise Resurrection: Recovering the 
meaning of the word “love”. Love is the core of 
God’s and man’s being.

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved 
you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. (Ephesians 

5:1, 2 NASB)
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1. Love: Father is the origin, Jesus is the 
content and Spirit is the dynamic. 

b. We misunderstood love: love is understood as 
a skill, understood without any context in the 
operations of God. “Love” is cheapen to the 
flatness of a synonym for ‘like’ “Love” is trashed 
by the world; “Love” is abused, ruined, 
degraded… it became ‘adulterous generation’.

The misunderstanding of "Love" is so bad, 
we need a lot to recover this word



1. Love: Father is the origin, Jesus is the 
content and Spirit is the dynamic. 

Loving one's 
self for one's 

own sake

Loving 
God for 

one's own 
sake

Love God for God's 
Sake

Loving one's self for 
God's sake

Bernard of 
Clairvaux



1. Love: Father is the origin, Jesus is the 
content and Spirit is the dynamic. 

c. God’s love for us permeates our love for God.  

There is mutuality in mature love. Not that we are 
ever equal or on a par with God, but we find our 
own human wholeness affirmed in the love of 
God.



2. Worship: we become participants in Jesus’ 
‘fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ Eph 5:2

a. Practise Resurrection: Recovering the 
practice of love in worship. We go to church 
and worship God who ‘first loved us’ Eph 5:2 

Worship is usually defined as here as when 
Christians engage together in response to the 
invitation "let's worship God"

But Worship is also gathering in a common 
place under conditions that do not cater to my 
personal need but honor the priority of God



2. Worship: we become participants in Jesus’ 
‘fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ Eph 5:2

b. Just like love, worship is also continuously at 
risk, being debased into a commodity for 
consumers who are shopping for the best buy in 
God or the latest in spiritual fashions.

Contemporary? Hybrid? Traditional?

??

??
??



2. Worship: we become participants in Jesus’ 
‘fragrant offering and sacrifice to God’ Eph 5:2

c. Passover:  One of the acts of worship, the Holy 
Spirit internalizes Himself in us and makes us 
‘insider’ participants in the Father’s work of 
creation and the Son’s work of salvation.

that by revelation there was 
made known to me the 

mystery,.....(Ephesians 3:3 
NASB)



3. Love and worship, the two most important 
things that Christians do.

a. If we want to embrace a truly Spirit-formed 
church, we must embrace the messy conditions 
– man and women, young and old, the many 
levels of maturity and immaturity…out of which 
Church is being formed.



3. Love and worship, the two most important 
things that Christians do.

b. In worship, we invite the Holy Spirit to form in 
us the life of love and holiness; intentionally 
redressing the proportion and the priorities -- 
from me working for God to God working in me!

For everything made evident is light, and for this 
reason it says: “Awake, O sleeper! Rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you!” (Ephesians 5:14 NET)



Questions for Interaction

1. The awkward gathering of messy people, 
called the church, is the best place to learn 
and practice love. How does the mess lead 
to love? How does the God-orientation lead 
to love? 

2. How can we move from being oriented 
toward skills and back to relationships in 
both love and worship?



Conclusion
When we practice love and worship; we will be 
filled by the Spirit; allowing the Spirit to work in 
you; we will walk out of the place of worship with 
a blessing on our heads and obedience in our 
steps.

Christian Maturity is not a matter of doing more 
for God; 

it is God doing more in and through us.



Prayer
God, we’re watching what you do. Like children 
who learn proper behavior from their parents, 
we’re watching so we can do what you do. But 
mostly what you do is love us. We want to learn 
a life of love, too. Jesus, we’ve been watching 
how you love us: not cautiously, but 
extravagantly; not trying to get something from 
us, but giving everything of yourself to us. 
That’s how we want to love, too. Help us figure 
out the things that will please you — the good, 
the right, the true — so we can do them.



Prayer

What we really want is to drink your Spirit, 
huge draughts of your Spirit. We want hearts so 
full that they spill over in worship as we sing 
praises over everything, taking any excuse for a 
song to you our Father in the name of our 
Master, Jesus Christ. Amen.


