
The Congregation at Work – The Wiles of the 
Devil and the Armor of God

Ephesians 6:10-24



Conclusions
We are all in process of becoming mature....

Prayer is both an attentiveness to God and the 
cultivation of our inner life before God. It’s Jesus, 
the Inner Man, who takes up residence in us

In the Practise of Resurrection, we know this life 
only by becoming it, growing in every way into a 
maturity that is sane, stable and robust, as we 
mature, our diverse lives fall into step with God's, 
finding a single rhythm and direction



Conclusions
The Holy Spirit provides the content and energy 
that fills the forms so that we become vessels of 
righteousness and holiness - a full stature of Christ. 

When we practice love and worship; we will be filled 
by the Spirit; allowing the Spirit to work in you; we 
will walk out of the place of worship with a blessing 
on our heads and obedience in our steps.

We do not become mature on our own. We practise 
resurrection in our household and workplace 
(school). Holy Spirit constantly bringing us into the 
“I-Thou” relationship; out of the reverence of 
Christ, we live out our faith.



Thanksgiving
• Thank you! 

• I have notice that you are really good at…. 

• You really care about ________, don’t you? 

• I really like it when you… 

• I wish I had more of your __________ 
(character trait) 

• You would make a great____________



Central Truth

By participating in Christ’s work of 
redemption, we will stand firm in Christ 
against the ways of the devil resulting in 
a mature life. 

Obey



Introduction 

As SAINTS in Sengkang Methodist  Church we 
live in a place of blessing.   

Eph 6:10 “be strong in the Lord” means we are 
already where God wants us.  However, we are 
told to stand firm in this blessing and not get 
distracted. 



Introduction 
We are asked to stand firm in the church,  



this gift of hospitality;  



the relationship with God and man.



1. The evil is in the means, not the end. 

a. We live in a hostile world where enemies 
abound.   We need to resist the list of obvious 
sins that Paul raises in Eph.   

b. However, the more insidious evils are the one 
which appear to be good, these are usually the 
Devil’s “wiles” or method.

I don't care how you do it.....Just get it done. 
I don't care if you Beg, borrow or steal....



1. The evil is in the means, not the end. 

c. The devil’s method is abstract, impersonal and 
non-relational.  BUT God’s method are relational 
and personal.

Our minds and thoughts are  
                             Organizational first  
                                                         then relational.



1. The evil is in the means, not the end. 

d. We often miss the evil because we like the 
good results.

What are the good results we are often attracted to? 
Numbers in attendance, 

Increase in finances 
"Peace" "harmony" 

System to handle things...



2. The weapons aren’t what we do, but 
who we are in Christ 

a. In dangerous situations we tend to panic, fight 
or ignore the danger .  God’s alternative is to 
Stand firm in Christ

3 times - Eph 6: 11, 13, 14



2. The weapons aren’t what we do, but 
who we are in Christ 

STAND!!!



2. The weapons aren’t what we do, but 
who we are in Christ 

Put on the full armor of God, so that you will BE ABLE TO 
STAND firm against the schemes of the devil. (Ephesians 

6:11 NASB)

Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will 
be able to resist in the evil day, and having done 

everything, TO STAND FIRM. (Ephesians 6:13 NASB)

STAND FIRM THEREFORE, having girded your loins with 
truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 

(Ephesians 6:14 NASB)



2. The weapons aren’t what we do, but 
who we are in Christ 

b. We fight by participating in Christ’s work of 
redemption.  Our weapons are the internalization of 
the life of the Trinity, Truth, righteousness, peace, 
faith, salvation, the word of God.  These things armor 
us as we practise resurrection, living in relationship 
with the Trinity in the company of the church.

Then Saul clothed David with his garments and put a bronze helmet on 
his head, and he clothed him with armor. David girded his sword over 
his armor and tried to walk, for he had not tested them. So David said 

to Saul, "I cannot go with these, for I have not tested them. " And David 
took them off. (1 Samuel 17:38-39 NASB)



2. The weapons aren’t what we do, but 
who we are in Christ 

c. Standing firm often seems like failing, it 
doesn’t seem to gain ground.  The Devil’s 
methods seem to be more effective than God’s 
method.  Propaganda seems to be more effective 
than truth, money more than righteousness and 
salvation, technology more than love, violence 
more than people and praise and faith.



3. We defeat the devil by taking on the LIFE  
of the Trinity (Practise Resurrection)

a. Church and Scriptures are our teachers in 
prayer, not increased effort.  

b. “We are praying and learning to pray even 
when we aren’t aware of it.” 



3. We defeat the devil by taking on the LIFE  
of the Trinity (Practise Resurrection)

c. Our praying starts with and for the community 
of Church and home where our primary 
relationships are and moves out from there.  

d. By asking for prayer as much as receiving it, 
we protect it from falling into cliché.



Conclusion

Practise Resurrection is not just ideas, it is lived 
in the real world amongst real relationships.  
We grow up in conversation with the Trinity and 
with one another in church.



Questions for Interaction
1.  The six items of the armour of God aren’t actually 
weapons or skills, but the life of the Trinity lived in us.  
What is the difference between skills that we control and 
use and the life of the Trinity manifest through us? 

2.  Standing firm often feels like failing, because it gains 
no ground.  When are you most tempted to use the devils 
methods (e.g. propaganda instead of truth, technology 
instead of love) instead of God’s methods? 

OR 

How does prayer get reduced from relationship to 
Cliché?



Prayer
Strong God, keep us strong.  Help us to stand up ato 
everything thrown our way in this life-or-death fight to 
the finish against the devil and all his angels. 

Lord, you know tha t we’re up against far more than we 
can handle on our own.  We need all the help we can 
get, every weapon you have issued, so that when it’s all 
over but the shouting we’ll still be on our feet.  Truth, 
righteousness, peace,  faith, and salvation are more 
than words.  Work them into the substance of our lives.  
Your Word is an indispensable weapon.  Prayer, too.  
Keep us praying hard and long.  Praying for our 
brothers and sisters.  Praying with our eyes open.  
Lord, we don’t want anyone to fall behind or drop out.  



Prayer

God the Father and out Master, Jesus Christ, 
you have mixed love with faith and poured it 
out on us.  We live in a world of pure grace and 
nothing but grace because of you, our Master 
Jesus Christ.  We love you.  Amen 


