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First Step: Baptized with Holy Spirit and Fire 
 

Introduction  
This series prepares us for Easter; moving us 
towards a time we start the 40-day campaign. 
Last week, we saw how we could catch the wind 
of God and allow it to take us flying along the 
winds with God. 
 
Today we look at the baptism of Jesus Christ. 
 
Last week, Wind 
Now...Water. 
 
Luke 3:15-22 NASB 
Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering in their hearts 
about John, as to whether he was the Christ, John answered and said to them all, "As for me, I 
baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the 
thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in 
His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but He 
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." So with many other exhortations he preached 
the gospel to the people. But when Herod the tetrarch was reprimanded by him because of 
Herodias, his brother's wife, and because of all the wicked things which Herod had done, 
Herod also added this to them all: he locked John up in prison. Now when all the people were 
baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened, and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, 
"You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased."  
 
Luke 3:15-16 
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 
possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with[a] water. But one who is 
more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptize you with[b] the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
As the story unfolds, the stage is being set for something BIG to happen. 
But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie. 
This is a task so low, not even a servant can be tasked to do! It sets the stage for us to 
recognise who Jesus was; that even John the Baptist wasn't worthy of untying His sandals! 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%203:15-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%203:15-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042b
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Luke 3:16-17 
16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with[a] water. But one who is more powerful than I will 
come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with[b] the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
The significance of water baptism is reflected here. Let’s recognise that this is not just a ritual 
practice. The fact that even Jesus subscribed to it and underwent it, indicates a very significant 
act in a believer’s walk and journey with God. It is an outward declaration of our commitment. It 
represents a mark of discipleship. 
 

The baptism of Jesus Christ encompasses 3 very important elements here; 
that Jesus was baptised in water, but He will in turn baptise us in Water, 
the Holy Spirit, and in Fire! 
 
Luke 3:15-16,22 
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 
possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with[a] water. But one who is 
more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptize you with[b] the Holy Spirit and fire. 
 
22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Jesus was setting the example by allowing Himself to be baptised in water. 

This baptism of Jesus, including the arrival and presence of the Holy Spirit, 
changed His life and His ministry! It has 2 elements in it; a subversive, and 
a desert experience. 
 
1. Subversion 
 

 To subvert is to undermine the power and authority of an established institution!
 
Luke 3:19-20 
19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to Herodias, his 
brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20 Herod added this to them all: He 
locked John up in prison. 
 
Jesus' act of subversion is neither about garnering political power, gain an upper hand or the 
proverbial relational 'One-Up' on the rulers of the day! It is really about the subversion of the 
evil things that Herod was doing! 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%203:16-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%203:16-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%203:15-16,22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%203:15-16,22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25042b
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Subversive here is a part and parcel of a ministry that is subversive against evil of that time, as 
it should be done now; it is an act that is subversive to evil around us. It is part and parcel of 
Jesus' ministry to bring the righteousness of God to the world! 
It breaks the evil from us, as the Holy Spirit fills us in the process. In essence, this subversion 
of evil is reflected in our attitudes and reactions to people around us, and even to some extent, 
towards animals! 
When John the Baptist was locked up in prison, again he spoke up against Herod's misdeeds, 
more subversive actions. 
 
2. Jesus’ desert experience 
 
Luke 4:1 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 
 
This experience was preceded by Jesus’ baptism. 
 
The flow here to note is 'full of', 'returned from', & 'led by'... 
Indeed the common denominator or factor here is the Holy Spirit! 
It is common belief that had Jesus not been filled with The Holy Spirit, He might NOT have 
survived His desert experience! He might NOT even have HAD HIS desert experience! 
 
How often have we faced dire/difficult circumstances and attributed them to the possibility that 
we may have disobeyed God or done something wrong! Wouldn't it have been possible that 
like Jesus, he was obedient to God, and having been baptised and filled with the Holy Spirit, 
was brought to a desert experience, to interact with God and be baptised of Fire? 
 
The point here is John the Baptist says Jesus came to separate wheat from chaff... 
This is referring to the 2nd coming of Christ; to separate the chaff from the wheat. The chaff 
will be burnt into oblivion, and life will then proceed into eternity. 
 

Conclusion 
What is the implication to us as believers and followers of Christ? 
C1. Be baptised (baptizo in Greek) by water... 
C2. Be baptised by the Holy Spirit... 
C3. Be ready for fire. 
 
The Holy Spirit is subversive. He comes to bring the Holy presence of God 
into our midst. 
As much as we get wet when we go into the water, are there tell-tale marks 
that identify us as God's people? 
 
Movements of God start with leaders. They have to unfurl their sails and 
catch the wind of God, so the rest can follow in their sailboats. Let us all 
embark on this journey together! 


