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Introduction  
Today's passage is a long one, but it is 
necessary to look at it in entirety to get 
a proper perspective of the story & we 
will be looking at the salient points to 
note in it.  
 
I1. We are surrounded by prejudice. 
2 apples up in the tree looking down at the world below them. 1 green 
and the other red. 
The 1st apple noted how people below were fighting & bickering with 
each other and mentioned that one day it was the apples that would 
eventually rule the world. To this, the other apple quickly asked, "Which 
one? The red or the green apples"?. 
 
I2. It can be so ingrained in us that we don't even realise it. 
Recall Aristotle's claim that heavier objects would fall faster. He was 
regarded as a visionary & the greatest thinker of his day. It wasn't until 
2000 years later that it was proven to be wrong by Galileo at the leaning 
tower of Pisa. He threw both a 10lb & a 1lb weight to learned scientists at 
the base of the tower & proved that they both landed at the same time, 
successfully debunking Aristotle's claim! 
Some people still believe Aristotle & claim he was right despite this 
proof.  
 
Prejudices are so ingrained that laws have to be instituted to lift them. 
These feelings are so dear we are even willing to fight it tooth and 
nail...& all because of prejudice!  
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John 4:1-42 NIV 
Jesus ministers to the Samaritan woman.  
Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more 
disciples than John— although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. So 
he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.   Now he had to go through Samaria. So 
he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down 
by the well. It was about noon.   When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said 
to her, “Will you give me a drink?”  (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)   The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you 
ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans. )   Jesus answered her, “If 
you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him 
and he would have given you living water.”    “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to 
draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than 
our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and 
his livestock?”   Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,  but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will 
become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”    The woman said to him, “Sir, 
give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw 
water.”   He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”    “I have no husband,” she 
replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband.  The fact is, 
you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you 
have just said is quite true.”    “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our 
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must 
worship is in Jerusalem.”    “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when 
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the 
Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is 
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”    The woman said, “I know 
that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to 
us.”   Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”    Just then his disciples 
returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do 
you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”   Then, leaving her water jar, the woman 
went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I 
ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” They came out of the town and made their way 
toward him.   Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”   But he said to 
them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”    Then his disciples said to each 
other, “Could someone have brought him food?”    “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to finish his work.  Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until 
harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.  Even 
now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower 
and the reaper may be glad together.  Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is 
true.  I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, 
and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”    Many of the Samaritans from that town 
believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two 
days. And because of his words many more became believers.   They said to the woman, 
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“We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and 
we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”  
 
These verses remind us that the harvest is ready & we are about to reap from the work of 
those before us. 
However, this reminder is only useful if we recognise that it all starts with us!  
 

1. Prejudices that break God's Love 
v4. Now he had to go through Samaria. 
 
Samaria was in the main ridge between Judea & Galilee & was often called the ancient way 
of the patriarchs. Most Jews who took the trip to Galilee had to decide between passing 
through Samaria or taking the longer route that would take them through Gentile territory.  
The choice really didn't depend so much on the distance of travel but more so on avoiding 
possible contact with either Samaritan or Gentiles. 
Gentiles were non-Jews & this avoidance was obvious! 
Samaritans however, were despised as half-breeds by Jews. The Samaritans, despite 
being Jewish in ancestry, were captured by their Assyrian enemies & forced to inter-marry 
with their captors, making them 'less-pure' than the Jews (722BC). 
Their national identity was eventually brought to question as a result & Jews found it 
impossible to accept them. 
This prejudice made Jewish travelers going to Galilee want to take the longer route that 
passed through Gentile territory rather than take the short cut through Samaritan territory! 
 
This got to be so bad that for a Jewish man to even speak with a Samaritan woman 
was sacrilegious! 
 
This is obvious proof of how prejudice actually prevents people from acknowledging other 
fellow human beings & hence stop them from receiving God's love!  
 

What are some of our own prejudices (that breaks God's Love)? 
 
What stops us from accepting others who differ in age, social 
backgrounds, educational qualifications, cultural/ethnic groups? 
 
What are some prejudices that could stop people from coming to SKMC?  
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1.1 'Had to': Actions not in response to man but to God. 

'Had to' in v4 = Edei meaning not in response to man but to God! 
 
Jesus was not left with no choice! He made this trip because He was responding to what 
God wanted to do through him & in the process, bail His disciples out of prejudice! 
 
The disciples at this point were stuck in a quagmire of prejudice & God knew He had to 
send someone over to lift them from this prejudice!  
 
Even the Samaritan woman was suffering from a condition known as reverse 
discrimination; a condition where, as a Samaritan, she probably knew it was not right for her 
to approach a Jew, despite the fact that Jesus may have wanted to talk to her, simply 
because she knew it was wrong for Jesus to speak to her!  
 
 

2. A Passion that Breaks Prejudices 

 
2.1 Jacob's Well...a Divine Encounter 
The other odd thing is that the woman came to draw water at noon & not early in the day 
like others. She did this to avoid contact with other people. She did this to avoid 
embarrassment of meeting others & to avoid their stares!  
 
This is a classic example of how God made a journey just to break prejudice at Jacob's well 
(a Divine encounter). 
The well reflects 2 different kinds of lifestyle. In the morning, it was surrounded by a 
community of people drawing water, chatting & gossiping; a picture of fine community 
indeed. In the afternoon, it was a dead place. 
The same place; 2 different lifestyles! 
 

Do we see church similarly too? 
When people come to church, do they find a community willing to 
embrace them or one in which they only find loneliness & obscurity? 
 
The encounter wasn't one of chance; it was one of divine encounter where God could meet 
man!  
 

Sometimes, to break prejudice, we need to ask ourselves not only if we 
CAN do something to bring people to Christ. WE need to also ask 
ourselves if we WILL do something to bring people to Christ.  
 
However, let's remember that we need to be fed of those living waters first before we lead 
others to the same well!  
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3. Actions that Break Prejudices 

A divine encounter leads to a physical outcome too! (v14-19) 
Jesus made it clear to the woman that this divine encounter had to be followed by a 
physical change in her lifestyle. He knew that if her lifestyle didn't see change, she wouldn't 
enjoy any spiritual breakthrough. 
Our cells are places where we are supposed to come together and encounter God together.  
 
 

Conclusions 
Breaking all partiality to give equal opportunity to receive God's Love.  
 
As proof of this statement, in verse 27, John writes deliberately that they 
knew what Jesus was doing but nobody asked Him what He was doing. 
 


