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SERMON 17 FEB 2013: THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS - THE CHURCH WE NEVER SEE 

Introduction  
We are starting a new series this 
week and this involves studying 
the book of Ephesians. 
 
Central truth 
Church is the holy soil on which 
we are planted; it represents the 
conditions that make it possible 
for us to grow up in Christ and 
become matured robust Christians. 
 
Maturity happens when we become accountable and responsible 
Christians. SKMC is this ground that will nurture us; this is where God 
downloads His plans to us, and allows us to take on the things of God. 
This is the launch pad that God will use to send us out there to do the 
things of God. 
 
Ephesians will be the text for maturing into a healthy, robust faith. 
a. Birth is simple but growth is a complex process. 
b. God wants us to grow up (and Now is the time) 
 
Are there people we consider ‘scumbags’ in church? How many 
‘scumbags’ do we know in church? Do we think of them as sinners 
rather than saints?  
 
 
Ephesians 1:1, 2 NIV84 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in 
Christ Jesus: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
What are our thoughts after reading these passages? Saints? Me perhaps, but definitely 
not the guy sitting next to me?  
Church isn't perfect, but like it or not, this is church! We take reference from the church in 
Ephesus here, and open our eyes to see church for what is really is! 
 
Growth is a complex process and God doesn't want toddlers running around in church. We 
must grow to the point where we know when it's time to come together for meals and share 
the word together, doing devotions together etc... 
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1. Practicing Resurrection is keeping company with the resurrected Jesus as He 
leads us into maturity. 
 
1a.Resurrection isn't what we do only, it's what God has done in Jesus! 

 
1b.The same One who was in control of Jesus’ resurrection is also in control of our 

 maturing process. 
 

We need to get off our behinds and start doing what God intends for us to do! We need 
to let God take control of our lives. We need to get God involved in our maturing 
process. 

 
 
2. Practicing resurrection is the ‘What’ of maturing in Christ; Church is the ‘Where’. 

 
2a.Church wasn't meant to be a Utopian community, nor was it ever meant to be the 

 answer to all the world’s problems! 
 

2b.Church provides the very conditions and proper company for growing up in 
 Christ; for becoming mature, for arriving at the measure of the full stature of 
 Christ according to God’s will, in Christ’s presence and by the Spirit’s work. 
 
 
3. Ephesians is the window into what the Holy Trinity is doing in the church. 

 
3a.Ephesians is the one letter not written in response to a specific situation or set of 
 problems, instead of fixing something wrong, it sets out to establish something right. 
 
3b.Ephesians doesn't give us an image of a perfect church, but an image of what is 

 actually going on under the hood of very ‘messed-up’ but ‘Jesus-following’ church. 
 
 
4. Church is a Miracle, conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

 
4a.We don't choose the members of our congregation. The Holy Spirit does!  
 
Acts 2:5, 47 NASB 
5 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven. 
47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding [a]to their 
number day by day those who were being saved. 
 
4b.The church we want becomes the enemy of the church we have.  
(Deitrich Bonhoeffers). 

 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202:5,%2047&version=NASB#fen-NASB-26997a
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Acts 3:6-8 NIV84 
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and 
instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to 
walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising 
God. 
 
If we are to become mature in Christ and start practising resurrection, we have the 
responsibility to stand up and walk ourselves! We need to come back to the miracle of God; 
the Church! It's ok if weird people come into church! We are here to help whatever 
happens. We must learn to live our lives in the realm of the Holy Spirit! We must be 
transformed into human beings overcoming the limitations of life. 
Church isn't weak, but sometimes we don't recognize our strengths! Church isn't dull and 
dead, but sometime we don't live out our resurrection lives. 
 
We don't choose people who are like us. We don't pick on cliques who are like us. 
However, the good news is we didn't pick the people coming into our midst; it's God who 
brought these people into our congregation! 
 
 

Conclusion 
There are no successful congregations in scripture nor in the history of 
the church, but we have Ephesians. We immerse ourselves in Ephesians 
to acquire a clean, uncluttered imagination of the ways and means by 
which the Holy Spirit forms church out of just such lives as ours. 
 
Application 
Don't run parallel with God; engage Him. 
We mustn't run alongside God on parallel streets, we need to engage 
Him and run as one. 
Don't insulate ourselves from God and the church. Make contact! 
 
Be Involved... 
To Learn (Practise Resurrection)... 
To Love the Church that God Loves... 
 


