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Introduction  
Today’s sermon talks about Jesus’ encounter 
with a nobleman. 
Many people who handle this sermon place a 
focus on the official and his faith in Jesus. 
However, today we want to concentrate on 
Jesus' compassion for the official. This is a 
heart value which we as people of God should 
also display for those around us. 
 
A story is told of a girl who spoke with Ps Sally 
to invite her to church. In the course of the 
conversation, it was later found out that her reason for bringing people 
to church was so she could earn a discount card!  Ps Sally sadly later 
found her to be a member in a cult group.  
 
Is it possible to be doing things for God, but miss out doing it like Jesus? 
 
This week we want to study how our Lord Jesus displays compassion 
for people.  
 
John 4:46-54 NIV 
Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there 
was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that 
Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal 
his son, who was close to death.    “Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told 
him, “you will never believe.”    The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child 
dies.”    “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”  The man took Jesus at his word and 
departed. While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy 
was living. When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, 
“Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.”   Then the father realized that this 
was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his whole 
household believed.   This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea 
to Galilee. 
 
From v46 we see that Jesus went on a full-circle journey from Judea to Galilee instead of 
just taking a straight-route one; with the rest of His disciples in tow & watching Him. In all, 
this journey took a period of 18 months! In making this extended journey, Jesus cultivated 
many relationships and became a friend to many sinners.  
 
Cultivating relationships is building bridges of friendship with people. This may happen in 
minutes or over the course of many years. In short, cultivating is breaking up hard ground of 
a soul in preparation for sowing seeds of the gospel! 
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How do we cultivate compassion? 
 

1. Open eyes to see... 
Jesus’ strategy to identify the spiritually lost begins with opening His eyes to see the lost 
people around Him. 
 

    Unlike Jesus we are constantly in a hurry with our things. When people approach us with 
some problem we scurry off in a hurry or pretend we didn't even notice them. All this in 
an attempt to stop the conversation before it starts & drags on! 

 
If we could imagine Jesus in our midst, He would probably be a neighbour who hangs 
around in the neighbourhood just to avail Himself to people around Him; inviting them 
over for coffee, stopping to talk to them or simply saying Hi to them. 
 
Jesus would have adjusted His everyday life path so that He can meet the spiritually lost 
people.  
  

 
2. Open heart to feel...  
 

John 4:46-54 mention a Roman official of high standing who could have easily 
summoned Jesus to come to him but had chosen to make a journey of some 32km to 
come see Jesus instead. If we could bring ourselves back to that fateful day & see this 
encounter, we would probably be exposed to a scene where Jesus was facing a panting, 
anxious official & seeing his pain and desperation, Jesus exercised compassion to him.  
 
Matt 9:36 
36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
 
Matt 14:14 
14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed 
their sick. 
 
Matt 20:34 
34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received 
their sight and followed him. 
 
Jesus often moved with compassion as He looked at the needs of the spiritually lost 
people. 
 
Jesus loves people so much He gives His full capacity to listen with His heart & not just 
His head.  

 
True love is heartfelt; it can be felt; it is empathetic love! 
 
True love will be able to identify the valid needs of people.  
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3. Open hand to share...  
 
V48 
Jesus knew that signs & wonders to the official was important, so these signs and wonders 
that Jesus displayed were out of compassionate heart for the official.  
 
Has it ever occurred to you that each day is a sign and wonder in our lives?  
 
True love is an ACTION word. 
 
Matt 14:14 healed the sick 
Matt 20:34 touched their eyes 
 
Jesus didn't just stop to see. He opened His hands to help.  
 

Tagline: Love with Skin On! 
 

Loving with skin on means sacrificing oneself. This is more than just giving money. It’s 
about giving of oneself in time & effort. Jesus did likewise. 
 
 
4. Open life to seek... 

 
People are not projects! 
 
John 3:16 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
The love of God compelled Jesus to want to show love to others. Showing love & building 
relationships with people was one of those things Jesus did very often in the earlier part of 
His ministry. 
 
There wasn't a need to search. These people were there along His paths and daily life for 
Him to help & touch & open His heart to.  
 
As we move around our daily paths & live out our lives, God places people in our paths for 
us. 
 
When was the last time Jesus actually saw you, giving you His attention & responded to 
your needs? 
  
We need to display compassion to: 

 Family 

 Neighbourhood 

 Workplace / School 

 Church & Community 
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Conclusions 
Jesus despite His busy-ness, was still full of compassion when He saw 
people with needs & He met their needs. Would you begin to be sensitive 
to the deep compassion of Jesus as you read the Bible? 
 


