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Central Truth 

Faith is a way of life. We live our faith not only in our worship, but also in 
our everyday lives. 

 

Introduction 

This week we continue our study of the 
Congregation at Work, with a 
concentration on Household and the 
workplace. 
Point here is the understanding that 
faith belongs to each of us internally, 
and it is not dependent on the place where we are at. It is a way of life. It 
hearing, reading God’s Word and living it out in our lives. Faith has to be 
activated through the actions of those who believe God. 
 

We often think that the world is divided into a secular and a sacred one. 
We behave, and dress differently on weekdays and Sundays. We think 
and behave differently too on different days. The bible is trying to bring 
the sacredness of God which normally exists only in church, into our 
secular lives, so that living the gospel becomes a 24/7 thing with us (1 
John 2:15 NET). 
 

The practice of resurrection begins with household and workplace. It 
immerses us in named people, specific tasks, in our everyday lives; from 
which we never graduate to higher ground. 
Great things for God are quite wonderful, but little things for God are in a 
sense even more wonderful. 
Do the people around us see the presence of God in our lives? Or are we 
simply trying to do great things for God? 
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Ephesians 5:21-33 NIV 
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit yourselves to your own 
husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as 
a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In 
this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his 
wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for 
their body, just as Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. “For this 
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the 
church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife 
must respect her husband. 
 
Ephesians 6:1-9 NIV 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother”—
which is the first commandment with a promise— “so that it may go well with you and that 
you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, 
bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Slaves, obey your earthly masters 
with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them 
not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of 
God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 
because you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether 
they are slave or free. And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten 
them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is 
no favoritism with him. 
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God has asked us to live a life of Practiced Resurrection.  
 
1. Maturity requires "be subject to one another". 

Maturity is relational; it is entering into another person's life. 
 
1.1 There are 8 representative 'one another's; we are ‘ members of one another’ and 

‘subject to one another’. 
Eph 5:22, wives – husbands 
Eph 5:25, husbands – wives 
Eph 5:31, Father – children 
Eph 5:31, Mother – children 
Eph 6:12, Children – parents 
Eph 6:4, Parents – children 
Eph 6:5, Slaves – master 
Eph 6:9, Masters – slaves 
 

1.2 Maturity is relational. It is entering into another person’s life (the litany of links: 
as…just as…the same). Mutuality is always involved in ‘be subject’.  
We are taught to subject ourselves to each other, not because God wants us to 
be subservient, but to be accountable to and mature ourselves in Christ. 
 

1.3 We are raised in an aggressively competitive culture (kiasu culture), rather than 
being ‘subject to one another’. When the competitive spirit enters the church, we 
end up in a real mess! 
Competition enters the church where we try to go one up on each other, and the 
church gets into a mess. We compete for attention, resources, and first place on 
everything we do, even in church! 
 

1.4 Every aspect of our family and work life is to be redefined in relation to Christ; the 
repeated phrase in the bible redefines who we are; ‘as to the Lord’, and ‘in the 
Lord’. 
If maturity is to be the full measure and stature of Christ, it can only be 
accomplished through the names people know. We must know each other not 
only by name, but intimately. We must throw away this 'kiasu' mentality that 
constantly makes us want to win in everything we do! 
We must understand our roles in terms of Christ and Not Culture. 
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2. Be subject to one another requires Reverence for Christ (fear of God) 
 
Eph 5:21 - Eph 6 

 
2.1 Practice of resurrection has to be done in company with the risen Christ. Without 

reverence for Christ, it is highly unlikely that ‘being subject to one another’ will 
happen. 
 

2.2 Reverential fear comes from an encounter with the Holy Spirit. It is a response to 
God’s Holy mystery. 
Without reverence for Christ, we cannot subject ourselves to one another 
because by our own strength, it becomes increasingly difficult to carry out. 

 
It's fear here (the Greek word for Fear or Horror is phobos). It is fear resulting  

       from acknowledging the sacred presence of God. It is fear in response to God’s 
       Holy mystery, which brings energy to us. It's fear that creates a capacity in us to 
       grow in maturity, without the fear that we  get stuck at whatever level of maturity 
       we are at! 

Without this reverential fear, everything becomes ok and normal to us! 
 

2.3 We don’t ‘work up’ reverence. We cannot create reverence. However, ‘out of 
reverence for Christ’ we can cultivate fear. Otherwise, we inevitably develop 
habits of irreverence and are liable to the pandemic ‘nothing but’ disease. Being 
human reduces to merely roles or functions. 
Without reverent fear (which comes from encountering God wherever we are), 
there will be no fear of God in us. 
 

2.4 In family relationships, couples in marriage ought to be ‘wing-to-wing’ or ‘oar-to-
oar’. One body of marriage isn’t static, but should be a dynamic intimate 
relationship. 
Despite being different in our behaviors and mannerisms, and thought, we move 
in tandem to one another, we sway in rhythm to one another, as husbands and 
wives should, in mutuality to one another.  
 

2.5 Clement of Alexandria regarded marriage as a strenuous spiritual discipline. 
Marriage (Christ and Church) is a way to maturity in love and holiness. 
The church should be like a couple, where Christ is the bridegroom and the 
church, the bride; a dynamic relationship where it becomes a strenuous spiritual 
discipline (Clement of Alexandria) 
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3. Maturity requires Intimate Relationship within the head & members; 'one body' of 
church. 

 
 
3.1 Martin Buber’s book, ‘I and Thou’ helps us recover a biblical grounding in 

understanding the nature and significance of God’s unseen presence in the 
middle of everything that goes on around us. God spoke to Moses: ‘I am…I 
am just who I am…I am here…I am present’. We cannot make an object of 
God. God is not a power to be harnessed. When we treat God as ‘it’ and not 
’You’, we will lose the fear of God! 
God doesn't relate to us by proxy. He relates to us directly. It's an ‘I and You’ 
relationship, where the Holy Spirit is our personal comforter. We need to 
express a human-ness to one another. We need people who are willing to 
hang out together, just as a church should, if we want to have the fullness of 
God with us. 

 
3.2 When it comes to living, relationship is basic. Nothing said or heard, seen or 

done, but an act of mutuality & reciprocity. It is one of ‘I and You’ or ‘You and 
I’. Participation is needed (Eph 1:23). 
We must recognize that in every relationship we have, God is there, He is 
responsible for bringing people to us and He is in control. 
 

3.3 Our relationship with God is a ‘mystery’. Mystery is beyond our understanding 
and control. An individual cannot create mystery. There is nothing beyond or 
other than what we can control or contribute. Spirit is the unseen presence 
where relationship is born and matures. 
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Conclusion 
Maturity cannot be achieved on our own. Coming together requires 
understanding, time and adjustments on our part. The church is a 
gathering of family, of brethren. We are part of a big extended family, 
people who are diverse in thought and practices, but this is where we 
need to exercise maturity in God, calibrate our lives, develop a biblical 
culture to follow God, developing reverend fear for God in the process! 
 
 

Applications 
Commit myself to God to practice resurrection. 
Commit my family as a place where I will live out my faith. 
Commit my workplace or school as a place where I will live out my faith. 
 
 

What is our response to these application instructions? 
Whatever our current situation, whether it be in church, family or 
workplace, bring it forth to God and pray over it. 
 

Closing Prayer 
Lord, teach us to worship. Give us a deep and abiding sense of holiness 
that we might carry around with us always as a reverence for You, O 
Christ! May this reverence for You infiltrate every relationship we have, 
from the intimacies of home, to those we rub shoulders with at work or 
school; or wherever You send us in our daily lives. You make every 
relationship holy. We want to do the same. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen! 
 


