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Central Truth 
By participating in Christ’s work of 

redemption; we will stand firm in Christ 
against the ways of the devil, resulting in a 

mature life. 
 
Introduction 
Let’s do some recap so far. 
We are in the process of becoming mature.  
Prayer is both attentiveness to God and a 
cultivation of an inner life before God. It 
causes Jesus to live in us. 
In our practice of resurrection, we know 
this life only by living it. 
 
As Saints in SKMC, we live in a place of 
blessing. We just need to stand firm in this 
blessing and not get distracted. 

• We need to not get distracted by 
trying to attract religious consumers or by trying to fix problem. 

• We need to not let sins habits erode our ability to relate, resisting 
anything that depersonalizes. 
 

However, we live in a hostile world where enemies abound. 

 There are more insidious evils which appear to be good. 

 We are up against the devil’s wiles, the devil’s methods. 

 We often miss evil because we like the good results. 
 
Eph 6:10 says be strong in The Lord. The truth is we are already there. 
However, we are told to stand firm and not get distracted. 
How often it is that the people of God start to take His Word for granted 
and after sometime, become distracted. 
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Eph 6:10-24 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that 
you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full 
armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, 
and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted 
with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the 
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, 
words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 
Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that 
you also may know how I am and what I am doing. I am sending him to you for this very 
purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage you. Peace to the 
brothers and sisters, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love. (Ephesians 6:10-24 NIV) 
 
1.  The evil is in the means, not the End. 

1.1 The devil's method is abstract, impersonal and non-relational. In contrast,  
  God's method is relational and personal. 

1.2 Institutions are breeding grounds for evil. Institutions are adept at focusing on 
 lofty goals and steamrolling people to get there. But because they are 
 effective in achieving their goals, the evil either is unnoticed or tolerated. 

 
Often, in the world we work in, the credo is, ‘I don't care how you do it, just get 
it done!’ 
We are driven by the ends which seem to justify the means, and everyone 

 forgets the means and the methods. 
 

Our minds and thoughts are always task driven. It's always organization first, 
 relational next. 

Our God is not like this! In fact God is relational first! 
The devil wants us to become a church that operates like an organization, which 

 fosters good results, but forgets all about the relationships within. 
 

We must have a process of growing people so they know who God is. 
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2. The weapons aren’t what we DO, but who we ARE in Christ. 
2.1 In dangerous situations we tend to panic, fight or ignore the danger.  

However, God's way for us is to stand firm in Christ. 
 

God is asking us to stand firm in Christ. 
It's mentioned 3 times in Eph 6... 
 
Eph 6:11 
11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against 
the schemes of the devil. 

 
Eph 6:13 
13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in 
the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 
 
Eph 6:14 
14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on 
the breastplate of righteousness, 
 

A parallel is drawn here to the battle of Thermopylae between the 300 Spartans and 
 the invading Persian army, whose numbers overwhelmed the Spartans! The 
 Spartans chose a narrow pass, creating a bottleneck for the HUGE Persian army, 
 and firmly stood their ground in the midst of overwhelming odds and crises. This was 
 a historic battle which saw a mere 300 warriors slaughter a staggering 20,000 
 enemies in 2 days of battle; truly a fitting testimony to the strength of standing firm in 
 the face of the enemy! 
 

2.2 The six items of the armour of God that enables us to stand firm have little to 
  do with us doing anything. They are gifts, not spiritual skills. 

 
All the armour mentioned here is useless unless they are internalized, in 
relationship with the Trinity in the harmony of church. 
Eph 6 says as we grow in maturity, we acquire this armour. 

 
2.3 We fight by not fighting, but by participating in Christ's work of redemption. 

  Our weapons are the internalization of the life of the Trinity; Truth,   
  Righteousness, Peace, Faith, Salvation, the Word of God. These things  
  protect us as we practise resurrection, living in relationship with the Trinity in 
  the company of the church. 
 

We need to gain ground by standing firm. We need to choose our battle ground 
 wisely. God has already given us a place where we need to stand firm. 
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3. We defeat the devil by taking on the methods of the Trinity (Practise Resurrection). 
 

3.1 Standing firm often seems like failing, it doesn't seem to gain ground. 
The Devil's methods seem to be more effective than God's method.   
Propaganda seems to be more effective than truth, money more than 
righteousness and salvation, technology more than love, violence more than 
people, praise or faith, but God's slow and seemingly imperceptible methods 
bring true and far-reaching victories 
 

3.2 When we stand firm in the company of the church, we mature and grow into a 
  prayerful life. Church and Scriptures are our teachers in prayer, not increased 
  effort. 

 
How often are we praying for one another? 

 
3.3 Our praying starts with and for the community of church and home, where our 
 primary relationships are and radiate out from here. 
 
3.4 By keeping it immediate, relational, personal, local and honest, and by asking 

  for prayer as much as receiving it, we protect it from falling into cliché. 
 
  The prayerfulness of our lives reflect who God really is! 
 
 

Conclusion 
Practice Resurrection is not just ideas. It is lived in the real world 
amongst real relationships! We grow up in conversation with the Trinity 
and with one another in church. 
 
Sometimes we think of our Christian lives as one of constant 
transformation, from time to time. In truth, it's only one transformation. 
We were once dead, now we're alive in Christ. 
In Singapore, it's always, study hard, get a good job and enjoy a good 
life, but what really happened to living resurrected lives? What happened 
to living overcoming lives? Many of us experience tremendous 
challenges in life. We must remember that these challenges are but 
commas, whereas God has provided us with the full stop, His strength, 
grace and wisdom helps us muster the courage to stand our ground. It's 
what's inside us that helps us stand our ground when the going gets 
tough or rough. 
 
  



April 28, 2013 THE CONGREGATION AT WORK                                                             
THE WILES OF THE DEVIL AND THE ARMOUR OF GOD 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 5 of 5 

 

Closing Prayer 
Strong God, keep us strong. Help us to stand up to everything thrown 
our way in this life-or-death fight to the finish against the devil and all his 
angels. Lord, you know that we're up against far more than we can 
handle on our own. We need all the help we can get; every weapon you 
have issued, so that when it's all over but the shouting we'll still be on 
our feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation are more than 
words. Work them into the substance of our lives. Your Word is an 
indispensable weapon. Help us in prayer, too. Keep us praying hard and 
long. Keep us praying for our brothers and sisters. Help us pray with our 
eyes open. Lord, we don't want anyone to fall behind or drop out. God 
the Father and our Master, Jesus Christ, you have mixed love with faith 
and poured it out on us. We live in a world of pure grace and nothing but 
grace because of you, our Master, Jesus Christ.  
We love you. Amen. 


