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Introduction  
Today's sermon starts off with a 
testimony of a man (the author) 
from a 4th generation of 
believers. 
As a young boy, he followed the 
Christian community closely, but 
as he grew older, these things 
started to become a burden and 
cumbersome. He started to 
dread going to church, just so he 
could grab more sleep. Despite 
this, his mother continued to chase everybody at home to church. 
This continued until it wasn't long before he was reduced to a CWC 
(Christian without Church). 
 
The author eventually grew up, found a job, got married and had kids. 
Everything seemed ok for a while, then he got retrenched. 
After that, things started to get ugly and he ended up in credit card debts 
amongst others and wasn't able to bail himself out of it. 
 
One day, whilst the banks were chasing for his payments, his daughter 
asked him about his religion when she was filling up some forms. 
He mentioned he was Christian; after which, she made a remark that 
Christians were supposed to go to church! (the daughter obviously 
noticed that he had not been doing so!) 
 
What a wake-up call! After 18 years of being estranged from church, the 
author brought his daughter to SKMC for Sunday school and suddenly, a 
flood of old memories came back to him. He realized he would not have 
made it through life without God! He realized there and then that he 
owed God so much, he would never be able to pay it back! 
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It's odd how this story reminds us so much of ourselves. We get so used 
to going to church on Sundays, it becomes a routine which we take for 
granted! It starts as exciting, but after a while, distractions step in, and 
other priorities creep into the picture. 
 
In the 11 incidents of His life, Jesus took 18 months to get the people 
around Him to follow Him. He did this not by asking them to do things. 
He did this by asking them to watch Him, and to watch only 2 miracles at 
that too! 
 
Whilst it may not seem like much, this time was well-spent in that it 
created an opportunity for them to bond and come closer to Him; to 
watch Him daily and learn from Him. 
This was time spent working with people, showing them what it meant to 
walk as the son of man walked, to show them how to hold onto an 
inheritance that came from a Father who meant for it to last forever and 
not perish with time.  
 
 
Matt 4:18-22 KJV 
And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, 
Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets, and 
followed him. And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and 
he called them. And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him. 
 
Isn't it amazing that all Jesus did was call, and people would just drop whatever they were 
doing and followed Him? 
The truth is this scripture didn’t happen there & then, but it followed 18-21 months of Jesus 
ministering to them. It didn't happen overnight. Timing was involved and Jesus knew that 
the time was right to pop the question. 
This wasn't as much an invitation as it was a challenge to His disciples. It marked the end of 
the stage of following Him, and it started off another phase of their discipleship; to claim 
their inheritance as His disciples. It was a time of commitment!  
 
The reason why Jesus is upping the ante on our commitment & calling us into the next 
stage is to prepare us to claim the inheritance of our heavenly Father; to find our purposes 
in the Kingdom of God! 
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Ps 2:7-8 NIV 
I will proclaim the Lord’s decree: He said to me, “You are my son; today I have become 
your father. Ask me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your 
possession. 
 

The old Chinese adage 富不过三代 that wealth/fortune cannot get past 3 generations isn't 

true in our Christian walks. The bible is proof that it has lasted many generations; way 
beyond 3 generations! 
 
1 Peter 1:3-5 NIV 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven 
for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that 
is ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 

These verses remind us that our heavenly inheritance is: 
1. Imperishable 
2. Undefiled 
3. Unfading 
 
2 Peter 3:9 NIV 
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
 
1 Peter 1:13-16 NIV 
13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do not 
conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who 
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”[a] 
 
 

The Bible will keep you from sin OR sin will keep you from the Bible. 
 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%201:13-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30391a


SERMON 3 NOV 2013: COME AND FOLLOW ME (REV 
LEK) 

11/03/2013 

  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 4 of 4 

 

Conclusions 

Matt 4:18-22 NIV 
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, called 
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At 
once they left their nets and followed him. 
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 
22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

They were fishermen, yet they left their nets and followed Jesus! 
 
These verses speaks of the disciples leaving their professions, their 
livelihoods, their occupations, literally their way of lives, and turning 
their attention to Jesus instead! 
 
This speaks of a change in their minds and their hearts, causing a switch 
from a pre-occupation with their jobs to one that revolved around Jesus. 
These verses challenge us to seriously think about where we place our 
attentions/focus and what we deem to be the top priorities in our lives. 
 

In Matt 4:21, it's mentioned that the 2 brothers left their father and 
followed Jesus. 
This speaks of putting God before even family as a relative term of 
comparison to show how much priority we should place on God. 
 

How ready are we to surrender our lives & follow Jesus today? 


