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Ps Ken Low  
 
Introduction 
A story was shared at the pulpit 
regarding how a young girl approached 
Ps Ken Low & asked him for a small 
donation, after which she asked if he 
knew the reason for celebrating 
Christmas. After getting his donation & 
reply that he was attending church, she continued by asking him if he 
had accepted Jesus as his Lord & Saviour. Although he smiled at her 
whilst he paused to craft an answer, she proceeded without hesitance to 
share the gospel with him. 
He's often wondered how the young girl would have reacted had he 
mentioned that he was a full-time staff at SKMC with a degree in divinity. 
 
Often, we meet people who we try to minister to. 
What would we do if we found out that the one we were speaking to was 
highly-educated and informed? 
What would our main concerns be then?  
 
This morning’s sermon is about the exact same situation! Today we look 
at the conversation between Nicodemus & Jesus. Here we have a man 
who was a Pharisee, a member of the Jewish Ruling Council, & a teacher 
of Israel.  
 
Some interesting questions that may be asked here are: 
 
1. What would be Nicodemus' concern? 
2. What was the concern for the young girl who approached Ken? 
3. What would be Jesus' concern for Nicodemus?  
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John 3:1-21 NIV 
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling  council.  He  came  to  Jesus  at  night  and  said,  “Rabbi,  we  know  that  you  are  a  teacher  
who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not 
with  him.”   Jesus  replied,  “Very  truly  I  tell  you,  no  one  can  see  the  kingdom  of  God  unless 
they are born again.”   “How  can  someone  be  born  when  they  are  old?”  Nicodemus  asked.  
“Surely  they  cannot  enter  a  second  time  into  their  mother’s  womb  to  be  born!”   Jesus 
answered,  “Very  truly  I  tell  you,  no  one  can  enter  the  kingdom  of  God  unless  they  are  born  
of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit  gives birth to spirit.  You 
should  not  be  surprised  at  my  saying,  ‘You  must be born again.’  The wind blows wherever 
it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. 
So  it  is  with  everyone  born  of  the  Spirit.”    “How  can  this  be?”  Nicodemus  asked.    “You  are  
Israel’s  teacher,”  said  Jesus,  “and do you not understand these things?  Very truly I tell you, 
we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not 
accept our testimony.  I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how 
then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?  No one has ever gone into heaven 
except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.  Just as Moses lifted up the 
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,  that everyone who believes 
may have eternal  life  in  him.”     
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have 
not  believed  in  the  name  of  God’s  one  and  only  Son.  This  is  the  verdict:  Light  has  come  into  
the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their 
deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be 
seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.  
 
 
1. An Unknown visit by a 'Known Man' 
 

1.1 Who was Nicodemus? 
How does Nicodemus or anyone qualify to be a Pharisee?  

 
 He must be Jew. 
 He must be able to understand scholarly interpretations of the Torah (the first 5 

books of the bible). 
 He must be able to memorise the Torah. 
 He must be a strict follower of the law. 
 He must be a lawyer & a scribe of the day. 

 
What’s a Member of the Jewish Council? 
 
 The Jewish Council comprised 23 judges & 71 members. 
 The Jewish Council ruled Israel & held court in the temple everyday. 
 The Jewish court in those days is equivalent to our Supreme Court today. 
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What’s a Jewish Teacher? 
 
 A learned man who prepared ministers to teach in the temple court. 
 A teacher of teachers, 

 
Nicodemus was all of the above! It’s obvious from these definitions that Nicodemus 
was a man of substantial knowledge, power, recognition & standing in society. 
 
Why would a man like Nicodemus, choose to meet Jesus only at night & not in the 
day?  
 
He might have heard of Jesus’ reputation as a teacher, & a great man of miracles! He 
faced tension in this area & it probably influenced his decision to meet Jesus at night, in 
case he was undermined or ‘laid bare’ by ‘the Man’. 

 
Perhaps, his decision to meet only at night was influenced by his fear that if the other 
Pharisees found out he had gone to meet Jesus, he would be kicked out of his Pharisee 
community!  
 
Another possible explanation for this clandestine approach could be due to Nicodemus’ 
membership within the Jewish ruling council. This was a position of power. 
What would happen if his students or even other council members had found out he 
travelled all this way just to meet Jesus; someone with no political or social status, and a 
carpenter's son at that too? 

 
Here we see classic intimidation at play; an intimidation brought about by FEAR; in 
particular, the fear of: 

 
 being judged. 
 being looked down / frowned upon. 
 his own pride (just in case he was chastised by Jesus; he (a man of great knowledge, 

power & high standing) wouldn't suffer the embarrassment of being scolded in public.  
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2. Jesus our example of Boldness 
 

Now let's look at Jesus Himself. 
What was His position when He met Nicodemus, a man of great power, standing & 
knowledge?  

 
Overcoming Intimidation 

 
Jesus could overcome intimidation because He understood: 

 
2.1 WHO He was. 

Despite His humble beginnings, Jesus knew Who He really was.  
 

2.2 WHAT He spoke was the truth. 
Jesus was the son of a carpenter, yet He was comfortable meeting Nicodemus, 
because He knew the Truth, He knew what he was about to share & that brought 
about a boldness on His part to share it with Nicodemus.  

 
2.3 WHY He was on earth. 

Jesus knew His relationship with His Father & how through His power & authority, 
the world would be saved.  

 
2.4 WHERE Nicodemus would be if He had remained quiet. 

Jesus knew what would have happened to Nicodemus if He had remained silent. 
Nicodemus would never have heard God's salvation plan for him & would have 
continued to live a life filled with the Torah law, but with no relationship with the 
Father. 
We would have had no opportunity to read about this encounter & learn from this 
very valuable account found in the bible.  
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Conclusions 
In the face of uncertainty & possible intimidation: 
 
Are we currently in the Nicodemus mode? 
Are we struggling with the fear & intimidation of meeting Jesus 
personally?  
 
Or  
 
Are we in Jesus Mode? 
Do we KNOW who we are, the truth & are we certain of our purpose on 
earth?  
 
Or  
 
Are we in the young-girl mode (Ken's story about the young girl who 
shared the gospel with him in public)...  
 


