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SERMON 7 APRIL 2013 THE CONGREGATION AT WORK - HOLINESS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Central Truth 
We are Being-oriented in behaviors that provide appropriate 
conditions for growing up in Christ, in order to develop 
mature lives. 
 
Introduction 
Last week we saw how Christ's peace is always with us, as 
we mature as part of a process in our walks with God. Prayer is both giving attention 
to God and the activation or cultivation of an inner life before God, placing Him 
before our person, and allowing Jesus to take residence in us. In this practice of 
resurrection, we know this life only by becoming it, growing in every way into a sane, 
robust and stable maturity. Over time, our diverse lives will fall into step and follow a 
singular rhythm and direction with God. 
 
Last week we saw how the word ‘church’ is derived from the word call or calling. God 
has called a people together for a common purpose. God has raised within SKMC, 
600 disciple-makers. This week, we see how Paul uses OUV (Greek for therefore, or 
its synonym, dio and dio touto) 9 times in Ephesians 4,5,6. 
It links us organically back to the church. This is quite different from our 
individualistic approach to church where we leave just because we are unhappy with 
church or someone in the church. By doing this, we are disengaging ourselves from 
the church, and stunting our own growth in God. 
 
The spotlight has moved from God to us, but our part is nothing without God. We are 
now moving into the Holy Spirit's work in us to live a God-fashioned life (living a Holy 
Life). 
 
Rock climbers use their carabiners and rope to attach themselves to the wall of rock, 
so that in case they slip, they remain attached to the cliff wall. This attachment is 
their lifeline. Paul uses therefore to remind us that we are inextricably attached to 
church. Church is pivotal to our Christian lives. It's huge because in our hearts and 
minds, we must value the church the same way Jesus valued the church. 
 
The Holy Spirit living in us causes us to constantly respond to Him, so that whatever 
we do, we will react in a manner determined by the Holy Spirit.  Our connection to 
church ensures we remain holy. 
The connection to church is reminder that we are beginners in life, so we never leave 
home without our safety accessories; we respect dangerous situations and don't 
take them for granted. We never think that we have matured beyond ourselves. We 
become dependent on the Holy Spirit and we remain connected to the church 
always. 
 
The church should be a safe place, but the reality is that church can be a dangerous 
place. There is always a risk that as we are come together, we become vulnerable 
together in church! In this journey we take together, we never know when we are 
going to fall! People don't always behave the way we expect them to behave! We 
mustn't take life too lightly in church. We must always be watchful for that something 
that could go awry! We must never come to a point where we think we have 
everything under control and can second guess what's going to happen next in 
church.  
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Eph 4:17-32 (key points 22-24, 30) 
This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 
Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all 
uncleanness with greediness. But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard 
him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye put off concerning the 
former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness. Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man 
truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. Be ye angry, and sin not: let 
not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil. Let him that stole 
steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that 
he may have to give to him that needeth. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. (Ephesians 4:17-32 KJV) 
 
1. We are always Beginners in this Christian life. 

1.1 The problem is that we get practiced at the culture of church and start thinking we’re 
 experts. 
 

1.2 Looking seemingly competent is something we all like - far worse than the long, hard 
 road of continued maturing. Strangely, this numbing competence is something 
 dabblers are immune to. 
 

1.3 Dabblers are those that never deeply involve themselves with anything seriously or 
 very long. They remain always novices at what they do. They remain beginners. 
 Humility recedes as competence increases. 
  

Remember the example of the rock climber. The moment we start to think we are  
experts, we become careless! 

 
 
2. Scripture and Jesus’ story provide an alternate story, with an alternate imagination, 

and an alternate way of life. 
2.1 We have a huge spiritual imagination but impoverished maturity. 

 
2.2 We don't start with morality. Once we have entered into what God is doing, moral 

 behaviour gives shape to the resurrection life. 
 

2.3 So, once we've heard the YES of the gospel, we hear a NO to our culture's 
 immorality and find ourselves free, clean and whole in an unimaginable way. 
 

We are tempted with the ways of the world; success, fame, recognition...   
We flirt with the ways of the world. 
God provides an alternative lifestyle. God changes our attitude and values which in turn  
shape our moral behavior and reactions. 
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The Christian is NOT an alternative way of life. It is all about the life of Jesus, who chose 
to live life on His own terms, the terms of His Father, and not bend to the terms defined 
by the world… 
It's so difficult that today, we call the lifestyle of our creator an alternative when in reality, 
it should actually be The Lifestyle! 

 
 
3. Leaving space that keeps us from distracting ourselves from what God is doing is 

important, because God is doing way more than we see or even imagine. 
3.1 God doesn't want us to simply watch Him at work, but to get in on it as participants. If 

 we're too busy, we'll miss both seeing what He's doing and joining Him in it. 
 

3.2 The Holy Spirit is the person of the Trinity who quietly gets us in on God's work. The 
 Spirit doesn't keep his distance from us, but is very present to us. 
 

3.3 The Spirit isn't flamboyant ('How Lian'), making a show out of what He does in us. 
 

3.4 The Holy Spirit provides the content and energy for the righteous life God is maturing 
 in us, but He does so personally and relationally. He forces nothing on us. Therefore, 
 it is possible to resist and grieve the Spirit. We walk all over him, and yet He is ever 
 courteous within us. 
 

Leaving space = leave room for God to deal with us. We must put God into our priority 
list so that our other duties and engagements don't leave Him with no opportunity to work 
on us. We must not become so busy that God has no place in our lives. 

 
Miracles are not a form of entertainment. It is proof of God showing the world who or 
what He is! Sadly, we tend to take Him for granted and often, we unknowingly walk all 
over Him. 
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Conclusion 
The Holy Spirit provides the content and energy that fills the forms so 
that we become vessels of righteousness and holiness - a full stature of 
Christ. 
 

Closing Prayer 
God, please, keep us from going along with the crowd, the empty-
headed, mindless crowd that has lost touch, not only with You but with 
reality itself. Feeling no pain, they let themselves go in sexual obsession, 
addicted to every sort of perversion. Keep us from that kind of life. We 
have learned Christ! We are trying to pay careful attention to You, Jesus, 
having been well instructed in the truth precisely as we have it in You. 
We're done with the excuse of ignorance. Help us cut out everything 
connected with that old way of life. lt's rotten through and through. Help 
us get rid of it! And then wrap us up in an entirely new way of life-a 
God-fashioned life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into 
our conduct as You accurately reproduce Your character in us. End our 
lies and stop our pretense. Fill our tongues with the truth. Help us to not 
go to bed angry, to not give the devil that kind of foothold in our lives. 
When we're tempted to steal, give us honest jobs so that we can help 
others who can't work. Watch over our tongues. Instead of our 
sometimes foul or dirty talk give us only what helps, each word a gift. We 
don't want to grieve you, God. We don't want to break your heart by the 
way we live. We want Your Holy Spirit, moving and breathing in us, to be 
the most intimate part of our lives, making us fit for Yourself. Help us to 
be gentle with one another, sensitive, forgiving one another as quickly 
and thoroughly as you in Christ forgave us. Amen. 


