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SERMON APRIL 14 2013: THE CONGREGATION AT WORK - LOVE AND WORSHIP 

Last week we saw how God had created the 
church and given us clarity  in that He has 
done this to help us participate. This week, we 
continue with this call for the congregation to 
pick up what God is saying to us! 
 
 

Central Truth 
God is love. We are called the "beloved children", and we are 

commanded to love one another. The Church is exactly the best place to 
practice love and Worship as it is made up of people from all walks of life 

and of various maturity levels. 
 
Introduction 
A formidable difficulty in practising love and worship is placed in our 
way by the ways of this world. 

 It is a world in which neither love nor worship has a high profile 
of credibility. 

 The approved means of doing good are education, 
technology, propaganda and advertising, legislation and money. The 
last resort is war. 

 It is a world opting for hate and war. 
 
This love and worship is indestructible & will outlast and outperform 
the world. The Holy Spirit penetrates our being with the very life and 
presence of God, into every detail of our lives. There is nothing of God 
that is not livable by us. 
 
The world doesn't talk of love or worship. All solutions must be listed in 
a structured way. Everything the world does is pushed by technology. 
All the world’s ways have a form and structure, but the spirit is missing. 
The world really opts for hate and war. It advocates that we fight for 
freedom and peace. The world advocates that we fight for what we 
believe to be right! How can fighting and peace co-exist? 
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Eph 5:1-20 NIV 
Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just 
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of 
impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there 
be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 
For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an 
idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you 
with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are 
disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do 
with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. It is shameful even to mention 
what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—
and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. This is why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper, 
rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Be very careful, then, how you live—not 
as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on 
wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another 
with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the 
Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
1. Love 

Father is the origin, Jesus is the content and Spirit is the dynamic. (ref: Saint Bernard of 
Clairvaux 4 degrees of love). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saint Bernard says that as we 
travel with God, we come to the 
realization and acceptance of 
who we are and we learn to love 
one another as God loved us. 
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1.1 Practise Resurrection: Recovering the meaning of the word ‘love’. Love is the core  
  of God's and man's being. 

 
Eph 5:1-2 
Therefore, be imitators of God....as beloved children. 

 
What are we asked to imitate here? We are asked to imitate Him in love, in 
adjective as beloved, in noun as we walk in love, and as a verb, as Christ also 
loved us...  
These verses say that walking in love is a doing and practical thing. We are 
supposed to DO something! 

 
Christs’ love isn't static. It's a dynamic love. It's love in action; love lived out. It's not 
a passive laid-back love. 

 
1.2 We misunderstood love: love is understood as a skill; understood without any  
   context in the operations of God. ‘Love’ is cheapened to the flatness of a synonym 
   for ‘like’ ‘Love’ is trashed by the world; Love’ is abused, ruined, degraded... it  
   became ‘adulterous generation’. 

 
Love is so badly misunderstood, we think we need a lot to recover this world! Love 
understood as a skill without the involvement of God, is cheapened to a flat, one 
dimensional love. We need to experience God’s love, change our lives so that 
others may likewise experience the love of God. 
These days, people misconstrue love as erotic love. Love is seen as a thrilling love, 
one of secret rendezvous and clandestine meetings. 

  
1.3 God's love for us permeates our love for God. There is mutuality in mature love. Not 

that we are ever equal or on a par with God, but we find our own human wholeness 
affirmed in the love of God. 

 
 
2. Worship 

We become participants in Jesus’ fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
2.1 Practise Resurrection: Recovering the practice of love in worship. We go to church 
  and worship God who ‘first loved us’ (Eph 5:2) 

 
Worship is usually defined as when Christians engage together in response to the 

 invitation, 'let’s love God'. But worship is also gathering in a common place under 
 conditions that do not cater to my personal need but honor the priority of God. 
 

2.2 Just like love, worship is also continuously at risk, being debased into a commodity 
 for consumers who are shopping for the best buy in God or the latest in spiritual   
 fashions. Worship isn't subject to fashion trends and the latest craze! 
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2.3 Passover. One of acts of worship, the Holy Spirit internalizes Himself in us and 
 makes us ’insider’ participants in the Father's work of creation and the Son’s work of 
 salvation. 

 
Worship is participating with Jesus, running alongside Him. When we do, we have 

 insider information into the thoughts and working of the Father and the Son.(Eph 3:3) 
 
 
3. Love and worship, the two most important things that Christians do. 

 
3.1 If we want to embrace a truly Spirit-formed church, we must embrace the messy 
 conditions, men & women, young and old, with many levels of maturity and 
 immaturity...out of which Church is being formed. (Eph 5:14 Net). Church is not an 
 exclusive club! 

 
3.2 In worship, we invite the Holy Spirit to form in us the life of love and holiness; 

 intentionally redressing the proportion of the priorities, from me working for God to 
 God working in me! 
 
 

Conclusion 
When we practise love and worship; we will be filled by the Spirit; 
allowing the Spirit to work in us; we will walk out of the place of worship 
with a blessing on our heads and obedience in our steps. 
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Prayer 
God, we're watching what you do. Like children who learn proper 
behavior from their parents, we're watching so we can do what you do. 
But mostly what you do is love us. We want to learn a life of love, too. 
Jesus, we've been watching how you love us: not cautiously, but 
extravagantly; not trying to get something from us, but giving everything 
of yourself to us. That's how we want to love, too. 
Help us figure out the things that will please you — the good, the right, 
the true — so we can do them. What we really want is to drink your 
Spirit, huge draughts of your Spirit. We want hearts so full that they spill 
over in worship as we sing praises over everything, taking any excuse 
for a song to you our Father in the name of our Master, Jesus Christ. 
Amen! 
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Appendix 
The 4 Stages of Love, by Saint Bernard of Clairvaux 
 
1. One begins, Bernard says, by loving oneself for one’s own sake. 
 
Some of Bernard’s contemporaries so emphasized original sin that they totally condemned 
this kind of self-love.  Bernard agreed that it is dangerous to remain in this early 
stage.  Those who live in faithful service of their own needs and desires can wreak havoc in 
relationships and in communities. 
 
However, a child is born into this kind of self-love and there is nothing wrong with it.  A baby 
has no choice but to be self-centered.  Bernard doesn’t want to break a child of this kind of 
self-esteem, but to help the child grow to realize that there others are valuable too.  This 
realization that others matter too may be a baby step, but is a first step toward a greater 
love of God. 
 
2. The second level of love is loving God for one’s own sake. 
 
Bernard’s second level of love evolves as one becomes aware that “If I want what is best 
for me, then I’ll love and serve the one who can do far more for me than I can do for 
myself.” 
 
Though Bernard’s second level of love is still immature, it is the level of spirituality of many 
believers.  It is why many believe in God.  It is why most people join a church.  “I want to be 
loved, so I will love God.”  “I want to be saved, so I’ll believe in God.”  “I want to be blessed, 
so I’ll keep God’s commandments.” 
 
Clearly stuck in this second level are those who make the claim that without the threat of 
hell there would be in incentive to be a good person.  Do you catch the assumption in that 
sentence?  “If it were left completely up to me, what I know to be good is not what I want for 
me.” 
 
Is that true?  Is there no other reason not to cheat on a spouse except not to be caught?  Is 
there no other reason not to steal than the fear of ending up in jail?  Is there no other 
reason for serving God than the fear of eternal damnation? 
 
Again, Bernard doesn’t condemn this level of self-love.  He knows that a four year old may 
love his parents, but the threat of consequences may be what keeps him from violating 
certain rules.  But a parents hopes a child grows into someone who loves the good for the 
sake of the good. And this brings us to Bernard’s third level of love 
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3.  Bernard’s third level of love is loving God for God’s sake. 
 
Threats of damnation are no longer relevant.  One’s life has meaning and value in loving 
and serving the God who first loved us.  It is difficult for us Boomers to understand the 
ancient mystics who practiced self-denial as a daily discipline, but their prayers for the 
people and their heartfelt devotion to daily submission energized the church and resulted in 
tremendous ministries of compassion in otherwise dark and brutal times. 
 
That’s how it works, this “agape” love of God -it leads to an ability to love another so much 
that one can put their interests ahead of one’s own.  One can even lay down one’s life for a 
family member like a spouse or a child, or a friend, or a community (or even, if one takes 
Jesus’ radical vision to be Gospel truth, an enemy). 
 
Yet, Bernard would say that “agape” is not the highest level of love.  There is one higher. 
 
4.  The highest level of love is to love yourself for God’s sake. 
 
When Jesus said that the greatest love is the willingness to lay down one’s life for another, 
it was not because one’s own life is of no worth.  When he gave his own life on the cross, it 
was not because Jesus counted his life to be of no value.  Yes, we are sinners, but, our 
core identity begins in what God finds salvageable, not in what we find flawed. 
 
Imagine the risen Christ asking of anyone who struggles with self-worth: “Why consider 
worthless one for whom I died?”  Or, to turn a question into an affirmation: “Don’t deem 
unworthy what I deemed to be a pearl of great price.” 
I began the column by noting that to love one’s neighbor as oneself assumes that one loves 
oneself.  Before Jesus articulated that golden rule, he first said this: “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.”  That self-worth we Boomers have been so 
frantic to find, is found in love of God.  To truly love God is to love those God loves…such as 
the world… such as you. 
 


