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Central Truth  
Courageous witness of Jesus' faithful disciples 
draws Christ's followers to Him & to one another. 
 
Introduction 
Point to ponder: 
Why would an Almighty Omnipresent God come 

and put Himself at the mercy of mere men? 
It is because this God loves us tremendously! 
 
 
Acts 4:1-37 NIV (Key Verse 4:14) 
The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and 
John while they were speaking to the people. They were greatly disturbed because the 
apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. They 
seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 
But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to 
about five thousand.   The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in 
Jerusalem. Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and 
others  of  the  high  priest’s  family.  They  had  Peter  and  John  brought  before  them  and  began  
to  question  them:  “By  what  power  or  what  name  did  you  do  this?”   Then Peter, filled with 
the  Holy  Spirit,  said  to  them:  “Rulers  and  elders  of  the  people!  If  we  are  being  called  to  
account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked 
how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this 
man  stands  before  you  healed.  Jesus  is  “  ‘the  stone  you  builders  rejected,  which  has  
become  the  cornerstone.’    Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under  heaven  given  to  mankind  by  which  we  must  be  saved.”   When they saw the 
courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, 
they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. But 
since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was 
nothing they could say. So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then 
conferred  together.  “What  are  we  going  to  do  with  these  men?”  they  asked.  “Everyone  living  
in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it. But to stop 
this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn them to speak no 
longer  to  anyone  in  this  name.”   Then they called them in again and commanded them not 
to  speak  or  teach  at  all  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  But  Peter  and  John  replied,  “Which  is  right  in  
God’s  eyes:  to  listen  to  you,  or  to  him?  You  be  the  judges!  As  for  us,  we  cannot  help  
speaking about what we have seen  and  heard.”   After further threats they let them go. 
They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for 
what had happened. For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years 
old.   On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that 
the chief priests and the elders had said to them. When they heard this, they raised their 
voices  together  in  prayer  to  God.  “Sovereign  Lord,”  they  said,  “you  made  the  heavens  and  
the earth and the sea, and everything in them. You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the 
mouth  of  your  servant,  our  father  David:  “  ‘Why  do  the  nations  rage and the peoples plot in 
vain? 
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The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his 
anointed  one.  ’    Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 
They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, 
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 
Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your 
holy  servant  Jesus.”   After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.   All the 
believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was 
their own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to 
testify  to  the  resurrection  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  And  God’s  grace  was  so  powerfully  at  work  in  
them all that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who 
owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the 
apostles’  feet,  and  it  was  distributed  to  anyone  who  had  need.   Joseph, a Levite from 
Cyprus,  whom  the  apostles  called  Barnabas  (which  means  “son  of  encouragement”),  sold  a  
field he owned and brought the money and put  it  at  the  apostles’  feet. 
 
These verses paint a picture & a vision of disciples & followers; one which we need to catch 
& see materialise both in SKMC & our community-at-large! We want to follow the example 
of apostle Paul; when he said that he has completed the Great Commission. 
This vision cannot be just church-centric; it has to be from our personal view for the people 
around us! 
 
 
1. A time of trials (v1-4) 
Here is the description of a vision; one the people of the church need to embrace! They 
were standing up, preaching & proclaiming. This proclamation is that Jesus resurrected 
from the dead; that He is our savior & the answer for the world today! 
 
Faith is the evidence of things seen. Faith has to be worked out in our lives, or we do not 
believe & all it reduces to is a constant struggle to keep up! 
 
Sometimes, as we honour God, we need to do the Math & work out the structures & 
systems to support growth. 
However, to see God move in us, we need to live such that we will go forth & preach & live 
the word (that Jesus is the resurrection from the dead). 

 
 

Bottomline is; if we serve a God that died & resurrected from death, then 
we're saying that there's nothing on earth that our God cannot do with & 

through us! 
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2. A time of Courage & Commitment 
Jesus was tried in night court, despite there being no night court in those days. 
He  was  tried  despite  the  fact  that  the  courts  weren’t  operational  at  night!  What  a  Sham! 
 
At least the apostles had more recourse in legality than Jesus since they didn’t  run  the  risk  
of going to jail until the following day! 
The price the leaders of the day had to pay for this proclamation is the possibility of being 
sent to jail for what they did! Yet these people displayed a courageous witness & 
commitment to God! 
 
These people are likened to those of us sitting in church today! 
Do we know & preach Jesus Christ our resurrected Saviour? 
 
 
3. Courageous Witness 
Courage is not being deterred by danger or pain! 
This courage is not referring to foolhardy pursuit of danger; exposing 
oneself to unnecessary & uncalculated risks! 
 
Acts 4:5-7 NIV 
5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas 
the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high 
priest’s  family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: 
“By  what  power  or  what  name  did  you  do  this?” 
 
Acts 6:7 NIV 
7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a 
large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 
 
The priests at this point were Judaic priests! They knew their Torah! But question was really 
whether they knew Jesus their resurrected Saviour? 
 
A note to parents. We get involved in their choice of courses, school & partners, but we 
leave their God of choice to themselves! Isn't something amiss here? 
 
Characteristics of Courageous witnesses… 
 
3.1 Filled with the spirit (v8) 
Courage happens only when we are filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Peter here wasn't after his rights or position. Peter was not foolhardy as he stood in front of 
all the people who were responsible for the rules & laws of the Roman government! Jews 
who brought up issues here which didn't go down well with their listeners could end up 
losing their land. 
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3.2 Insist on Jesus as the only way of salvation (v8-12) 
This courage is one that helps us declare despite odds that the only way to salvation is 
through the resurrected Christ! 
 
3.3 Spent most time with Jesus & learned from Him (v13) 
How much of Jesus do we actually execute in our lives? This really depends on how much 
time we actually spend with Jesus in our daily lives! 
 
It's not just about knowing the Word of God; this is living out the Word of God in our lives! 
 
3.4 Testify of what they know for certain (v20) 
Are we found interacting & living out God? When was the last time we encountered God in 
our lives? What are some evidences of God in our lives? 
 
If we don't see or hear, we certainly cannot speak about it! There is no reality without this 
experience, or the moment we open our mouths, people will know it’s fake! 
 
 
4. United Commitment 
 
4.1 Affirm our Commitment to God through Corporate Worship & Prayer (v24-31) 
Our time & worship in God isn't to crank us up into a time of prayer, but to see the evidence 
of God in our midst & pray for those in need whilst we declare this God in our midst! 
In the absence of this presence, we're no different from anybody else! 
 
4.2 Affirm our Commitment to the Lord's people in unity with generosity (v32-37) 
We complain about where we live & how we live. However, Asians are known to be good 
planners of eventuality. 
 
In reality, there are people amongst us with insufficiencies/needs. These are poor people 
whose commitments extend beyond their earning capabilities! 
 
These verses say there are people amongst us who have needs. We must learn to open up 
& show them the reality of Jesus by our giving. This is an issue of the heart! We have to 
come together to meet the needs of the people around us. This is to be done today! 
 
 
Applications 
Look out for the evidences of the resurrected Christ from where we are! 
 
Speak with a leader this week & share with him yur faith & your 
commitment to God & the SKMC family. 
 


