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Central Truth 
Honour Christ in all our relationships so 
that others may glory in Christ. 
 
Introduction 
2 Sundays ago we learned of friendship; 
defined as working together with God, 
being partakers of God's grace, 
expressing our love for our friends 
through prayer.  
Last Sunday, we learned that whenever Christ is proclaimed, we rejoice. 
We believe that whenever the gospel is advanced through missions, 
God's children return Home & once again connect as a family. We were 
reminded to be attentive to the people God put in our lives!  
Today, we look at persecution. 
We ask ourselves if persecution exists in our community and in our 
midst. In asking this, we ask ourselves; How do we choose to live the 
lives we have chosen?  
 
If it's easy it's probably not right and if it's right it's probably not easy. 
 
1. Are you experiencing persecution today? 
2. What is persecution? (v19, 29, 30 & Acts 16:16-) 
 
Definition of Persecution 
It is the systematic mis-treatment of an individual or group by another 
individual or group and the most common forms of persecution are 
religious, ethnic and political. 
The inflicting of suffering, isolation, imprisonment, or pain are all the 
factors that may establish persecution. However, not all sufferings 
necessarily establish persecution! 
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Christians suffer religious persecution & we sometimes undergo 
persecution as a result of professing our faith, both historically & 
currently. 
 
In the 2000 years of Christian faith, 
 
...approximately 70,000,000 believers have been killed for their faith. 
...of these 70,000,000, more than 45,000,000 happened in the 20th century 
alone! 
...today, about 200,000,000 Christians are vulnerable to persecution in 
the world, especially in Iraq, other middle-eastern countries, and parts of 
Asia. 
 
 
Philippians 1:18b-30 NIV 
But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false 
motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to 
rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.  I eagerly expect and hope 
that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always 
Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and 
to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what 
shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your boasting in 
Christ Jesus will abound on account of me.   Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear 
about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together 
as one for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose 
you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that 
by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but 
also to suffer for him, since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and 
now hear that I still have. 
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1. Acknowledge that we can choose the way we live (v21-26) 
...Joy in spite of, and not because of... 
1.1 Paul makes a relational decision to suffer for others in Christ (v24).  
 
When Paul declared that Yes, he would continue to rejoice, the Jews had already begun 
plans to have him killed. He had to run away for his life to the church in Jerusalem, where 
he was rejected as well. Paul was literally rejected by both the unsaved & the church! When 
he was on his preaching tours, jealous Jews publicly contradicted him & accused him of 
blasphemy! The angry mob turned against him, stoned him and left him to die! Things were 
ugly for Paul, and this was only the beginning! Paul wrote about these things in his 2nd 
letter to the Corinthians.  
 
Despite all these, Paul never lost his joy. He became a classic picture of the joyful disciple; 
never losing his joy no matter how sorrowful his circumstances became. 
 
These circumstances push us deeper into the soil and the very fabric of our faith. 
It's when our conditions become negative that our faith is pushed deeper into our trust and 
the soil of our faith because we extract nothing from our circumstances!  
 
This isn't the same in happier circumstances.  
 
Can we share in this joy emanating from our negative circumstances? 
Let's learn from Paul how to extract joy even in spite of death threats.  
 
Paul is totally sold out to the cause of Christ. Death held no reins on him. Consequences 
were insignificant to him as long as the gospel was advanced & Christ’s name was glorified! 
People's opinions didn't matter. This is the embodiment of spiritual attainment.  
 
How can anyone face death in Christ?  
 
1. Prayer of fellow believers 
2. Provision/Presence/Intercession of the Holy Spirit. Paul believed in the utterance of the 
Holy Spirit to the Father. 
To Paul, death was the best because it would bring him to God's side. 
3. His Deliverance 
 
Paul had 2 compelling desires: 
…be with Christ 
…be fruitful in our efforts to strengthen the church (v26), so evangelistic efforts become 
more effective and productive.  
 
We should not be caught in the dilemma of choice between Christ and career, Christ and 
money etc....but rather our dilemma should border around that between Christ and the 
church; a healthy tension.  
 
What do we really care about? 
We can choose the way we want to live! 
We can choose to honour Christ in all our relationships so that others may glory in Christ!  
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2. How should we then live this life? 
In a manner worthy of the gospel (v27-30)  
 
What is worthy? 
Paul gave us 4 characteristics of a church that behaves. 
 
A church that behaves is: 
 
2.1. Standing (like a soldier who refuses to budge from his post; standing firm 
doctrinally & in conduct). 
How to do this? Put on the Armour of God.  
 
2.2. Sharing 
The flow into each other is obvious when we stand firm in 1 spirit, together in unity, 
supporting one another. Paul spoke of purity 1st and unity 2nd. 
The purpose of this unity brings us into the next characteristic;  
 
2.3. Striving 
Struggling along with someone with a common purpose. Church is really a team sport. It 
should be likened to a team of athletes striving together to achieve the common goal of 
victory! 
This is only possible if we share a common life, engaging in common struggles!  
 
We've heard of teams that fight in locker rooms but amazingly these conflicts disappear 
during the final tournament. They are driven by the need to achieve a common goal, putting 
aside their differences to make this possible.  
 
2.4. Suffering 
Church being what it is, it ain't easy to believe in Christ nor suffer for His sake! Christ has 
chosen us to suffer and bear the same conflicts that Paul faced. 
Suffering is a gracious gift from God. 
It assures us of our salvation. When we are attacked, it becomes clear which side we are 
on! Suffering produces the hope of heaven, effects out youthfulness & it brings joy & leads 
to eternal rewards, strengthening the church in the process. 
Ultimately, suffering glorifies the Lord.  
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Application and Conclusions 
 
C1. Pray for the church in China 
They were registered as a church in 2008, and given an old cinema as a 
church building. In 2011, this cinema was replaced by land. 
This land appreciated in value & the government again stepped in by 
offering to buy over the land from them. Their refusal caused their 
leaders to be arrested and persecuted; yet they rejoice! 
This is possible because they stood their spiritual ground and faced the 
hostility of this world in 1 accord! They were able to honour God despite 
their less than amicable circumstances!  
 
C2. Pray for Pre-believers who we do not personally know (eg. political 
leaders, celebrities, athletes etc...) 
 
C3. Ask the Holy Spirit to lay a burden on your heart for a particular 
group of persecuted people. Choose 1 day this week to fast and pray for 
this group of people. 
 


