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Introduction  
Today we will look at a biblical 
understanding of the resources God places 
in our hands. 
 
Our 1st understanding of wealth in church is 
'give & we will receive even more'. 
The 2nd thing is the ‘seeing-&-claiming’ 
theology! These are serious 
misunderstandings. If these were true, we would all be overflowing in 
wealth & living lavishly! 
The 3rd thing is that church pastors should not talk about money. This 
causes a serious deficiency in the understanding of money. 
 
The fact is: 
 

1. Approximately 800 scriptures in the bible deal with money. 
2. Jesus mentioned money more than He did Heaven & Hell combined. 
3. Jesus talked about money more than anything else except the 

Kingdom of God. 
4. 11 of the 39 parables deal with money. 
5. 1 in every 7 verses in the Gospel of Luke talks about money (Money 

Matters, Kelly Benton). 
 
In today's verses, David declared publicly who God was. 
 
 
Ex 25:1-7 NIV 
25 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Tell  the  Israelites  to  bring  me  an  offering.  You  are  to  receive  
the offering for me from everyone whose heart prompts them to give. 3 These are the 
offerings you are to receive from them: gold, silver and bronze; 4 blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 5 ram skins dyed red and another type of durable 
leather[a];acacia wood; 6 olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant 
incense; 7 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 
 
God requires our gold & silver in order to build His temple. 
Unless we establish God for who He is; until we recognise that we come & worship Him & 
surrender to Him what is owed to Him, God will be reduced to one of many in our lives. 
 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ex+25%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-2201a
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1 Chronicles 29:10-17 NIV 
David  praised  the  Lord  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  assembly,  saying,  “Praise  be to you, 
Lord, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, Lord, is the 
greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in 
heaven and earth is yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 
Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength 
and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise 
your  glorious  name.  “But  who  am  I,  and  who  are  my  people, that we should be able to give 
as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what 
comes from your hand. We are foreigners and strangers in your sight, as were all our 
ancestors. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. Lord our God, all this 
abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name comes from 
your hand, and all of it belongs to you. I know, my God, that you test the heart and are 
pleased with integrity. All these things I have given willingly and with honest intent. And now 
I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you. 
 
1. Giving financially is a Grace of God (1 Chron 29:14-17) 
“But  who  am  I,  and  who  are  my  people,  that  we  should  be  able  to  give  as  generously  as  this?  
Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. We 
are foreigners and strangers in your sight, as were all our ancestors. Our days on earth are 
like a shadow, without hope. Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided for 
building you a temple for your Holy Name comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to 
you. I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things I 
have given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your 
people who are here have given to you. 
 
1.1 All I have is from God (Ps 24:1) 
The  earth  is  the  Lord  ’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;  
 
How often do we recognise that we are given so that we can give? 
How often can we get to eat our fill with the thought that we could have this freedom to do 
so because someone else was picking up the tab. 
 
David stood as king over his nation & recognized that he was nothing without God. He 
recognized he had nothing & that everything he had came from God. 
This is the attitude we should embrace. 
 
1.2 The chance to give is a Grace of God. 
The real challenge is the ownership issue. We tend to hold too tightly to what God has 
given us & cannot give it away to the less fortunate. 
As stewards of God's blessings, we must also bear the grace to be generous towards 
others & to God. 
 
A story is told of a large church that owned a large property & gained handsome profits 
from the sale of this property through an agent. Sometime later, people in the church 
became complacent & less involved in God. 
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The chance for us to be included in the work of God is a grace of God. 
The willingness to give is also a grace of God. 
 
To live in this place of willingness is the grace of God. 
This speaks of a heart attitude. The moment we step into the grace of God, we will receive 
the joy that God gives to us, resulting in this willingness to give generously.  
 
2. The offering we give is to God & not man (1 Chron 29:1-3, 17) 
Then  King  David  said  to  the  whole  assembly:  “My  son  Solomon,  the  one  whom  God  has  
chosen, is young and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial structure is not 
for man but for the Lord God. With all my resources I have provided for the temple of my 
God—gold for the gold work, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron and 
wood for the wood, as well as onyx for the settings, turquoise, stones of various colors, and 
all kinds of fine stone and marble—all of these in large quantities. Besides, in my devotion 
to the temple of my God I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the temple 
of my God, over and above everything I have provided for this holy temple: 
 
17 I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things I 
have given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your 
people who are here have given to you. 
 
2.1 It requires preparation. 
These verses tell us the building was made of precious things. This tells us that the stuff 
used to make the temple is precious. The lesson here is that David gave God only the very 
best; not leftovers. 
This temple which is also each one of us, speaks of our efforts to build it with only the best 
stuff, so that we are seen as worthy vessels of God; and to do this requires preparation on 
our parts. 
 
In these verses, David did this with all his ability. Over & above all he provided for the 
temple, he threw in his personal treasures as well! In Hebrew this personal treasure is 
refered to as Segula (referring to something/someone really precious) & 
occurs only 7 times in the Hebrew text. 
This personal treasure means we give because there is a need to give & it requires 
preparation on our part, so that when we DO give, it will not be accompanied by regret 
afterwards! 
 
2.2 It requires love. 
Giving requires a passion on our parts. It speaks of free-will offering. (willingly is nadab, 
meaning liberal or generous).  
 
Let’s be reminded that in Old Testament standards, tithes is 22% & not 
10%, because money was needed to help others. 
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3. What is God pleased with in an offering? 
 
3.1 The giving of SELF (Rom 12:1) 
Therefore,  I  urge  you,  brothers  and  sisters,  in  view  of  God’s  mercy,  to  offer  your  bodies  as  a  
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 
 
God is pleased when we give of ourselves. This is total & full & doesn’t mean we can give 
of time, efforts etc, & leave money out of the picture! 
 
3.2 The giving is to do the ministries of God (Mal 3:10-12) 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in 
this,”  says  the  Lord  Almighty,  “and  see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests 
from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is 
ripe,”  says  the  Lord  Almighty.  “Then  all  the  nations  will  call  you  blessed,  for  yours  will  be  a  
delightful  land,”  says  the  Lord  Almighty.   
 
Our giving is the giving to do ministry. 
This ministry isn't just a physical place called the church building. Our giving also results in 
the fruits of this ministry becoming apparent through our giving; not just the beautification of 
our church building. 
 
The purpose of ministry is to bring each life into the ministry of God; to walk as disciples of 
Christ, bearing fruits in their lives. 
How often we spend time with someone & just as we think he is about to go to the next 
level, he aborts his mission. The devourer has come & taken him from us. Resources are 
needed to grow our people so they will keep the passion of knowing God. As much as we 
are growing in the fruits of the spirit, evangelism isn't quite enough. We have to groom our 
proteges into full disciples of Jesus who will complete God's mission; and we all know this 
requires finances! 
 
We need to help people become fishermen, & not just give them fish. 
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Conclusions 
What can I give to God that will please Him? (1 Chron 21:24-25) 
 
But King David replied to Araunah,  “No,  I  insist  on  paying  the  full  price.  I  
will not take for the Lord what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that 
costs  me  nothing.”  So  David  paid  Araunah  six  hundred  shekels  of  gold  
for the site. 
 
David was looking at a site to build God's temple & the owner offered it 
to him free. David wasn't going to go for it. He wanted to offer some kind 
of sacrifice on his part in order to buy this piece of land. He believed that 
any offering to God had to be worth its weight in gold. 
 
Giving brings joy; joy to continue doing the work of God! 
 


